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Notre Dame’s Probable Starting Lineup (c = captain)

	No	 Name	 Pos	 Ht	 Yr	 PPG	 RPG	 Other	 Notes
	34	 Crystal	Erwin	 F	 6-2	 Sr.	 5.4	 4.0	 0.6	spg	 •	Most	NCAA	experience	on	roster	(7	gms)
33		 Melissa	D’Amico	 C	 6-5	 Jr.	 8.1	 4.7	 1.0	bpg	 •	7	pts.,	8	rebs.	in	NCAA	opener	vs.	Cal
	 1	 Tulyah	Gaines	(C)	 G	 5-7	 Jr.	 9.6	 2.5	 3.8	apg	 •	Team-high	65	steals	this	year	(2.1	spg)
	 2	 uCharel	Allen	 G	 5-11	 Jr.	 16.9	 6.2	 2.0	spg	 •	Led	team	with	13	pts.	vs.	California
	32	 Breona	Gray	(C)	 G	 5-9	 Sr.	 6.9	 3.1	 1.7	apg	 •	Set	tone	early	in	win	over	Cal	w/	2	3FG
	Off	the	Bench	For	the	Irish
11	 Amanda	Tsipis	 G	 5-9	 Jr.	 0.3	 0.1	 0.1	spg	 •	Sank	2	FT	late	in	win	over	Georgetown
20	 vAshley	Barlow	 G	 5-9	 Fr.	 10.5	 5.5	 1.9	spg	 •	Career-high	10	rebs.,	4	asst.	vs.	Cal
23	 vMelissa	Lechlitner	 G	 5-7	 Fr.	 6.4	 2.0	 2.8	apg	 •	12p	vs.	Cal;	Iced	win	with	2	FT	at	:00.5
	24	 Lindsay	Schrader	 G	 6-0	 So.	 —	 —	 —	 •	Will	miss	’06-07	season	(torn	right	ACL)
	31	 Danielle	Ben-Tsvulun	 F	 6-3	 Fr.	 0.9	 0.4	 0.1	bpg	 •	Season-high	4	pts.	(2-2	FG)	vs.	WVU
	52	 vErica	Williamson	 C	 6-4	 Fr.	 6.1	 5.4	 1.3	bpg	 •	6	pts	(3-3	FG)	in	NCAA	Tourn.	debut
u = First-team all-BIG EAST  //  v = BIG EAST All-Freshman Team

2007 NCAA Dallas Region — Second Round
#9	seed	Notre	Dame	Fighting Irish	(20-11	/	10-6	BIG	EAST)	vs.
#1	seed	North	Carolina	Tar Heels (31-3	/	11-3	ACC)

uDATE:	 March	20,	2007
uTIME:	 9:30	p.m.	ET
uAT:	 Pittsburgh,	Pa.
	 Petersen	Events	Ctr.	(12,508)
uSERIES:	 Notre	Dame	leads	2-0
uLAST	MTG:	 12/3/00	(ND	78-55)
uTICKETS:	 (800)	643-7488

uRADIO:	 ESPN	Radio	1490	AM
	 Sean	Stires,	p-b-p
uTV:	 ESPN2	(live)
	 Linda	Cohn,	p-b-p
	 Fran	Fraschilla,	color
	 Wendi	Nix,	sideline
uLIVE	STATS:	 www.und.com

Storylines
u		 Notre	 Dame	 goes	 after	 its	 seventh	 NCAA	

Sweet	16	berth	in	11	seasons.
u	 The	Irish	are	2-1	against	No.	1	seeds	in	the	

NCAA	Tournament.

Opportunity	 knocks	 for	 Notre	 Dame	 in	 a	
big	way	on	Tuesday	night	when	the	Irish	
square	 off	 with	 No.	 2	 North	 Carolina	 in	

the	second	round	of	 the	NCAA	Tournament	at	
the	Petersen	Events	Center	in	Pittsburgh.	Notre	
Dame	 is	 the	 No.	 9	 seed	 in	 the	 Dallas	 Region,	
while	the	Tar	Heels	are	the	top-seeded	club	 in	
the	region.
	 Notre	Dame	advanced	to	round	two	for	the	
11th	time	in	12	years	with	a	62-59	victory	over	
eighth-seeded	 California	 on	 Sunday	 in	 Pitts-
burgh.	 The	 Irish	 raced	out	 to	 a	 14-4	 lead	and	
went	up	by	as	many	as	11	points	in	the	second	
half	 before	 the	 Golden	 Bears	 rallied	 to	 take	 a	
two-point	 lead.	 But,	 Notre	 Dame	 used	 an	 8-0	
run	late	in	the	second	half	and	got	some	clutch	
free	 throw	shooting	 in	 the	 final	minute	 to	 lock	
up	the	victory	and	claim	a	ticket	to	the	second	
round.
	 Junior	 guard	 and	 Pittsburgh-area	 product	
Charel	Allen	scored	a	team-high	13	points	for	
the	Irish,	while	freshman	guard	Melissa	Lechlit-
ner	added	12	points	 in	her	NCAA	Tournament	
debut.	Freshman	guard	Ashley	Barlow	chipped	
in	a	career-high-tying	10	rebounds	and	four	as-
sists	for	the	Irish.

Rankings
u	 Notre	Dame	is	not	ranked.
u	 North	Carolina	 is	 ranked	second	 in	 the	As-

sociated	Press	and	ESPN/USA	Today	polls.

Web Sites
u	Notre	Dame:	 http://www.und.com
u	North	Carolina:	 http://www.tarheelblue.com
u	BIG	EAST:	 http://www.bigeast.org
u	ACC:	 http://www.theacc.com

Setting The Standard
Under	 the	 guidance	 of	 20th-year	 head	 coach	
Muffet	McGraw,	Notre	Dame	has	evolved	into	
one	of	the	country’s	leading	women’s	basketball	
powers.	 The	 Irish	 have	 appeared	 in	 14	 NCAA	
Tournaments	 (including	 a	 current	 streak	 of	 12	
in	a	row)	and	advanced	to	the	NCAA	Sweet	16	
six	times	in	the	previous	10	years.	Notre	Dame	
also	has	reached	the	NCAA	Women’s	Final	Four	
twice,	 winning	 college	 basketball’s	 ultimate	
prize	with	the	2001	national	championship.
	 In	 its	 history,	 Notre	 Dame	 has	 developed	
eight	All-Americans,	nine	WNBA	players	(includ-
ing	six	draft	picks	in	the	past	six	years)	and	four	
USA	 Basketball	 veterans	 (eight	 medals	 won).	
Now	 in	 their	30th	season	 in	2006-07,	 the	 Irish	
own	an	all-time	record	of	613-277	(.689).

Notre Dame Head Coach Muffet McGraw
Saint	Joseph’s	’77
u	20th	season	at	Notre	Dame
	 •	449-178	(.716)	at	Notre	Dame.
	 •	537-219	(.710)	in	25	years	as	head	coach.
NOTES
u	2001	consensus	National	Coach	of	the	Year
u	Four-time	Naismith	Coach	of	the	Year	finalist
u	Four-time	conference	Coach	of	the	Year
	 •	BIG	EAST	Conference	(2001)
	 •	Midwestern	Collegiate	Conference	(1991)
	 •	North	Star	Conference	(1988)
	 •	East	Coast	Conference	(@	Lehigh)	(1983)

20-11 / 10-6 BIG EAST
O31 Lake Superior St. (exhib.) W, 82-55
N5 Northwood (exhibition) W, 82-35
N10 Central	Michigan W,	88-66
N13 Bowling	Green W,	85-81OT

N16 @	Penn	StateCSTV L,	49-75
N19 Western	Michigan W,	87-67
N24 @	USC L,	58-69
N28 Richmond W,	87-66
D1 @	Michigan W,	61-58
D3 Indiana L,	51-54
D6 Purdue	(10/9)CL W,	67-58
D16 IUPUI W,	75-65
D19 @	ValparaisoWHME W,	60-59
D28 Prairie	View	A&M W,	94-55
D30 @	Tennessee	(4/4)CSS L,	54-78
J2 •	@	Seton	Hall W,	64-61
J10 •	Cincinnati W,	81-70
J13 •	@	South	FloridaBETV L,	78-87OT

J16 •	St.	John’s W,	83-65
J20 •	Syracuse W,	83-55
J23 •	@	Marquette	(17/18)CSTV L,	62-71
J27 •	@	Connecticut	(7/5)CPTV L,	47-64
J31 •	@	Pittsburgh L,	62-71
F4 •	West	VirginiaESPNU W,	77-67
F7 •	Louisville	(17/16) W,	64-55
F11 •	DePaulESPN2 W,	78-70
F13 •	@	Villanova W,	75-58
F17 •	@	Providence W,	82-65
F21 •	Georgetown W,	73-48
F24 •	Rutgers	(21/22)BETV L,	60-76
F26 •	@	DePaulCSTV L,	73-87
M3 vs.	DePaul1-BETV L,	71-76
M18 vs.	California2-ESPN2 W,	62-59
M20 vs.	North	Carolina	(2/2)2-ESPN2 9:30	ET
M25 NCAA	Regional	Semifinal3-ESPN2 TBD
M27 NCAA	Regional	Final3-ESPN TBD
A1 NCAA	National	Semifinals4-ESPN 7/9:30	ET
A3 NCAA	Championship	Game4-ESPN 8:30	ET

(x) = numbers before opponent name indicate ND rank in AP/
ESPN-USA Today polls; numbers after are opponent rank.

• = BIG EAST Conference game
1 = BIG EAST Championship (Hartford, Conn.)
2 = NCAA Dallas Region First/Second Rounds (Pittsburgh, Pa.)
3 = NCAA Dallas Regional (Dallas, Texas)
4 = NCAA Women’s Final Four (Cleveland, Ohio)

ESPN/ESPN2/ESPNU = Game to be televised on ESPN/ESPN2/ESPNU
CSTV = Game televised on College Sports Television
CPTV = Game televised on Connecticut Public Television
CSS = Game televised on Comcast/Charter Sports SE
CL = Game televised on Comcast Local (Detroit)
BETV = Game televised on BIG EAST TV package
WHME = Game televised on WHME-TV in South Bend

All times local to site and subject to change
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Notre Dame Sports Information
C112	Joyce	Center,	Second	Floor
Notre	Dame,	IN	46556
phone	(574)	631-7516	//	fax	(574)	631-7941
Chris	Masters,	Asst.	Sports	Information	Director	(WBB)
	 masters.5@nd.edu	//	cell	(574)	532-4166

Media Services
The	official	Notre	Dame	athletics	web	site	contains	sched-
ules,	rosters,	updated	statistics	and	historical	information	
from	previous	seasons.	High-resolution	color	headshots	
and	action	photos	of	Notre	Dame	players,	coaches	and	
staff	are	available	upon	request.
Official	Notre	Dame	athletics	web	site:
•	http://www.und.com

Game Notes
Notre	Dame’s	game	notes	package	is	completed	and	made	
available	on-line	through	the	official	Irish	athletics	web	site	
during	the	season,	usually	at	least	one	day	prior	to	tipoff.	
Notre	Dame’s	game	notes	are	in	Adobe	PDF	format	and	
will	be	distributed	via	electronic means only (e-mail	or	web).	
Fax	distribution	is	by	request	only.
	 Please	contact	Chris	Masters	if	you	wish	to	be	added	
to	 the	 e-mail	 distribution	 list	 for	 Notre	 Dame’s	 regular	
women’s	basketball	release.

Team Headquarters
While	competing	in	Pittsburgh,	Notre	Dame	will	be	staying	
at	the	Westin	Convention	Center	Hotel	(1000	Penn	Ave.,	
Pittsburgh,	PA	15222).	Under	no	circumstances	are	Irish	
players,	coaches	or	other	team	personnel	to	be	contacted	
at	 the	 team	hotel	without	prior	authorization	 from	Notre	
Dame	assistant	SID	Chris	Masters.

NCAA Tournament Media Policies
During	 the	 postseason,	 the	 NCAA	 interview	 and	 press	
conference	policies	will	be	strictly	followed.	Notre	Dame	
is	scheduled	to	hold	its	pre-tournament	press	conference	
at	the	Petersen	Events	Center	on	Saturday,	March	17	from	
11:20-11:50	a.m.	(ET).	Head	coach	Muffet	McGraw	and	
selected	players	will	attend	this	press	briefing,	while	the	
Irish	locker	room	will	remain	open	for	those	media	members	
who	wish	to	speak	with	players	or	staff	not	in	attendance	
at	the	media	session.
	 Should	Notre	Dame	advance	to	play	a	second-round	
game,	 the	 Irish	 will	 hold	 another	 press	 conference	 on	
Monday,	March	19	from	1:50-2:20	p.m.	(ET)	at	the	Petersen	
Events	Center.
	 Following	each	NCAA	game,	 the	winning	coach	and	
selected	players	will	appear	first	in	the	post-game	press	
conference	after	a	standard	10-minute	cooling-off	period.	
The	losing	coach	and	players	will	follow	upon	the	comple-
tion	of	the	first	media	session.	During	the	post-game	press	
conferences,	 the	 locker	 rooms	 will	 be	 open	 to	 media	
members	who	wish	to	speak	with	team	personnel	not	in	
attendance	at	the	main	briefing.
	 For	more	 information	or	clarification	on	 these	media	
policies,	please	see	Notre	Dame	assistant	SID	Chris	Mas-
ters,	Pittsburgh	site	media	coordinator	Jim	Lachimia	or	a	
member	of	the	Pittsburgh	athletic	media	relations	staff.

NCAA Tournament Practices
In	accordance	with	NCAA	Tournament	policy,	Notre	Dame	
will	practice	at	the	Petersen	Events	Center	Saturday,	March	
17	 from	 noon-12:50	 p.m.	 (ET).	 This	 session	 is	 open	 to	
the	 public,	 although	 visiting	 media	 members	 are	 kindly	
asked	to	refrain	from	interviewing	Irish	players,	coaches	
or	other	team	personnel	during	the	practice	session	un-
less	specifically	authorized	by	Notre	Dame	assistant	SID	
Chris	Masters.
	 Should	Notre	Dame	advance	to	play	a	second-round	
game,	the	Irish	will	conduct	a	closed	practice	at	the	Pe-
tersen	Events	Center	Monday,	March	19	from	noon-1:30	
p.m.	(ET).		Only	members	of	the	ESPN2	broadcast	crew	and	
production	staff	will	be	allowed	to	attend	this	session.
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A Quick Look At The Fighting Irish
Although	the	final	weeks	of	the	2006-07	regular	
season	may	not	have	unfolded	as	Notre	Dame	
hoped,	 it’s	 hard	 to	 deny	 the	 Irish	 have	 made	
significant	progress	this	season,	even	in	the	face	
of	numerous	challenges.
	 With	a	young	and	inexperienced	roster	that	
has	only	two	seniors,	and	subsequently	losing	
its	top	returning	scorer	from	a	year	ago	due	to	
a	preseason	knee	 injury,	Notre	Dame	was	not	
expected	to	do	much	in	’06-07.	At	least,	that’s	
what	 the	BIG	EAST	coaches	 thought,	as	 they	
picked	the	Irish	to	finish	11th	in	their	preseason	
poll	 (a	survey	taken	before	Lindsay	Schrader	
had	her	season-ending	ACL	tear	on	Oct.	15).
	 However,	the	Notre	Dame	players	and	staff	
pulled	 together	 to	 prove	 the	 doubters	 wrong,	
and	 they	have	been	 largely	successful	at	 that	
goal,	rising	up	to	finish	tied	for	fifth	in	the	BIG	
EAST	regular-season	standings.	The	Irish	also	
have	collected	two	wins	over	Top	25	opponents		
(Purdue	and	Louisville)	and	 three	over	confer-
ence	 champions	 (Purdue,	 Bowling	 Green	 and	
Prairie	 View	 A&M),	 while	 sporting	 a	 sleeker	
offensive	style	that	has	yielded	70.7	points	per	
game.	That’s	a	significant	improvement	over	the	
previous	five	Notre	Dame	squads,	none	of	which	
has	averaged	better	than	66.3	points	per	night	
(including	last	year’s	64.5	ppg.	mark).
	 The	Irish	also	have	employed	an	aggressive	
high-risk,	high-reward	defense	that	has	rattled	
opponents	 to	 the	 tune	 of	 20.5	 turnovers	 per	
game	 (including	 a	 BIG	 EAST-best	 10.7	 steals	
per	night).	However,	the	flip	side	has	seen	the	
Irish	allow	opponents	to	shoot	.419	from	the	floor	
(.367	from	the	three-point	line).
	 Junior	guard	Charel	Allen	has	been	one	of	
the	main	offensive	catalysts	for	the	Irish,	averag-

ing	a	team-high	16.9	ppg.	(good	for	seventh	in	
the	league).	A	first-team	all-BIG	EAST	selection	
and	 finalist	 for	 the	 Kodak/WBCA	 All-America	
Team,	she	also	 is	 logging	a	 team-best	6.2	 re-
bounds	per	game	and	2.0	steals	per	night.
	 Allen’s	 classmate	 and	 backcourt	 running	
partner,	Tulyah	Gaines,	was	easily	one	of	 the	
conference’s	most	improved	players	this	season.	
The	speedy	Gaines	has	stoked	the	Notre	Dame	
offensive	fire	to	an	even	hotter	level,	averaging	
9.6	 points	 and	 3.8	 assists	 per	 game.	 Gaines,	
who	came	into	the	season	with	a	3.7	ppg.	career	
scoring	average,	has	scored	20	points	in	a	game	
three	times	this	year,	including	a	career-high	27	
points	on	Jan.	10	in	a	win	over	Cincinnati.
	 The	most	pleasing	contributions	of	the	year	
for	Notre	Dame	have	come	from	its	three	BIG	
EAST	All-Freshman	Team	picks,	each	of	whom	
ranks	among	 the	 top	10	 rookie	scorers	 in	 the	
league.	Guard	Ashley	Barlow	is	second	on	the	
team	in	scoring	(10.5	ppg.)	and	rebounding	(5.5	
rpg.),	and	had	a	career-high	21	points	twice	(vs.	
Prairie	View	A&M	and	at	DePaul).	Guard	Melissa	
Lechlitner	(6.4	ppg.,	2.8	apg.)	was	sharp	down	
the	stretch	with	a	1.55	assist/turnover	 ratio	 in	
league	play.	And,	center	Erica	Williamson	(6.1	
ppg.,	5.4	rpg.,	1.3	bpg.)	logged	her	first	career	
double-double	at	South	Florida	with	11	points	
and	18	rebounds	(an	Irish	freshman	record).

Potent Notables About The Irish
•	 Notre	 Dame	 is	

among	 the	 na-
tion’s	 winningest	
programs	 during	
the	 past	 11	 sea-
sons	 (1996-97	 to	
present),	 ranking	
seventh	 with	 267	
victories	 in	 that	
span.

•	 Notre	 Dame’s	 in-
coming	 class	 of	
2007	 (announced	
Nov.	8)	has	been	ranked	11th	in	the	nation	
by	Blue Star Basketball,	marking	the	11th	
consecutive	season	that	the	Irish	have	had	
a	 top-25	 recruiting	 class.	 Notre	 Dame	 is	
one	of	only	three	schools	(along	with	Con-
necticut	and	Tennessee)	to	have	an	active	
streak	of	that	length.	A	thumbnail	sketch	of	
the	newest	Irish	signees	can	be	found	on	
page	10	of	these	notes.

•	 On	 Feb.	 24,	 incoming	 freshman	 forward	
Devereaux	 Peters	 (Chicago,	 Ill./Fenwick)	
was	 named	 to	 the	 McDonald’s	 High	
School	 All-America	 Team	 and	 will	 play	 in	
the	 McDonald’s	 High	 School	 All-America	
Game	 March	 28	 at	 5:30	 p.m.	 (ET)	 inside	
Louisville’s	 Freedom	 Hall.	 Peters	 is	 the	
fourth	future	Notre	Dame	player	in	six	years	
to	be	named	a	McDonald’s	All-American,	
joining	 Courtney	 LaVere	 (2002),	 current	
Irish	 senior	 forward	 Crystal	 Erwin	 (2003)	
and	current	Irish	sophomore	guard	Lindsay	
Schrader	(2005).

•	 Notre	Dame	currently	is	ranked	11th	nation-
ally	 in	 attendance	 (6,364	 fans	 per	 game).	
Last	season	marked	the	sixth	consecutive	
campaign	the	Irish	were	among	the	national	
top	20	in	attendance	(No.	11	ranking).	Notre	

Winningest	Teams	
(1996-97	to	present)

358	 Connecticut
347	 Tennessee
319	 Duke
301	 Louisiana	Tech
283	 Old	Dominion
283	 Purdue
u267	 NOTRE	DAME
263	 UC	Santa	Barbara
257	 Texas	Tech
(through games of March 18)

Notre	Dame	62,	California	59
NCAA Dallas Region — First Round
March	18,	2007
Petersen	Events	Center	(Pittsburgh,	Pa.)

Notre	Dame	(62)
Player	 min	 fg-a	 3fg-a	 ft-a	 reb	 ast	 pf	 tp
Erwin	 28	 2-4	 0-1	 2-3	 4	 2	 3	 6
D’Amico	 18	 3-5	 0-0	 1-2	 8	 0	 1	 7
Gaines	 34	 3-8	 0-1	 2-2	 4	 1	 4	 8
Allen	 28	 6-16	 1-3	 0-0	 1	 2	 3	 13
Gray	 28	 2-8	 2-6	 0-0	 4	 1	 0	 6
Barlow	 24	 2-7	 0-2	 0-1	 10	 4	 3	 4
Lechlitner	 19	 3-8	 1-5	 5-7	 1	 1	 1	 12
Williamson	 21	 3-3	 0-0	 0-1	 1	 0	 2	 6
Team	 	 	 	 	 2
Totals	 200	 24-59	 4-18	 10-16	 35	 11	 17	 62

California	(59)
Player	 min	 fg-a	 3fg-a	 ft-a	 reb	 ast	 pf	 tp
Walker	 40	 5-12	 0-0	 10-12	 13	 1	 3	 20
Hampton	 28	 6-14	 0-0	 1-5	 9	 4	 3	 13
Vital	 40	 1-9	 0-3	 0-0	 1	 5	 4	 2
Greif	 37	 2-5	 1-3	 4-5	 1	 0	 4	 9
Levy	 20	 2-5	 1-2	 0-0	 4	 1	 2	 5
Foster	 31	 3-5	 2-2	 0-0	 6	 1	 2	 8
N’Diaye	 4	 0-0	 0-0	 2-2	 0	 0	 0	 2
Team	 	 	 	 	 4
Totals	 200	 19-50	 4-10	 17-24	 38	 12	 18	 59

Notre	Dame	 32	 30	 —	 62
California	 23	 36	 —	 59

FG	Pct:	Notre	Dame	40.7,	California	38.0.	3-PT	FG	Pct:	Notre	
Dame	22.2,	California	40.0.	FT	Pct:	Notre	Dame	62.5,	California	
70.8.	Turnovers:	Notre	Dame	12,	California	16.	Blocked	Shots:	
Notre	Dame	2	(Williamson	2),	California	3.	Steals:	Notre	Dame	
10	(Allen	3),	California	6	(Hampton,	Greif	2).	Technical	Foul:	
Allen	(ND).	Attendance:	5,789.
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Around the BIG EAST

Dame	 also	 has	 attracted	 5,000-or-more	
fans	 to	 94	 of	 its	 last	 96	 home	 games,	
including	 three	 Joyce	 Center	 sellouts	 of	
11,418	(most	recently	on	Dec.	31,	2005	vs.	
Tennessee).

•	 For	the	sixth	time	in	school	history,	Notre	
Dame	 has	 been	 selected	 to	 host	 NCAA	
Tournament	action,	as	the	Joyce	Center	will	
be	the	site	of	NCAA	Tournament	first-	and	
second-round	games	in	2010.	In	four	of	the	
five	previous	 instances,	Notre	Dame	was	
involved	in	NCAA	Tournament	play,	going	
6-1	 all-time	 and	 advancing	 to	 the	 NCAA	
Sweet	16	three	times	(2000,	2001,	2004),	
with	only	a	first-round	loss	to	Minnesota	in	
1994	blotting	the	resume.	Notre	Dame	also	
hosted	the	1983	NCAA	Mideast	Regional	
at	the	Joyce	Center,	with	Georgia	defeating	
Tennessee,	67-63	in	the	regional	final.

•	 The	 Irish	 have	 become	 a	 regular	 fixture	
in	the	WNBA	Draft	in	recent	years,	as	six	
Notre	 Dame	 players	 have	 been	 selected	
in	the	past	six	seasons.	All-America	guard	
Megan	 Duffy	 was	 the	 most	 recent	 Irish	
player	 to	 be	 chosen,	 going	 to	 the	 Min-
nesota	Lynx	in	the	third	round	(31st	overall	
pick)	of	the	2006	WNBA	Draft.	Other	active	
Notre	Dame	players	 in	 the	WNBA	during	
the	2006	season	included	Ruth	Riley	and	
Jacqueline	 Batteast	 (league	 champion	
Detroit	Shock),	while	Niele	Ivey	sat	out	the	
campaign	as	a	free	agent,	rehabilitating	an	
injury	after	previously	playing	with	Indiana,	
Detroit	and	Phoenix.	Riley’s	WNBA	title	with	
Detroit	was	her	second	(she	was	the	2003	
WNBA	Finals	MVP),	while	Batteast	earned	
her	first	pro	crown	in	’06.	In	February	2007,	
Riley	was	traded	to	the	San	Antonio	Silver	
Stars.

•	 Notre	Dame	has	been	an	elite	program	in	
the	classroom	as	well.	The	Irish	posted	a	
perfect	 100-percent	 Graduation	 Success	
Rate	(GSR),	according	to	figures	released	
by	the	NCAA	in	October	2006.	Notre	Dame	
was	 one	 of	 16	 Division	 I-A	 programs	 to	
achieve	 this	 distinction,	 and	 one	 of	 only	
two	BIG	EAST	programs	(Syracuse	was	the	
other).	Furthermore,	since	Muffet	McGraw	
became	the	Irish	head	coach	in	1987,	every	
Notre	Dame	women’s	basketball	player	that	
has	completed	her	athletic	and	academic	
eligibility	at	the	University	has	graduated	(a	
perfect	51-for-51	success	rate).

A Quick Look At North Carolina
With	 three	starters	and	11	 letterwinners	back	
from	 last	 year’s	 NCAA	 Final	 Four	 club,	 North	
Carolina	appears	to	have	all	the	tools	necessary	
to	make	a	run	for	college	basketball’s	Holy	Grail.	
The	Tar	Heels	(31-3)	have	been	among	the	elite	
teams	in	the	country	all	year	long,	and	currently	
are	ranked	second	in	the	nation	in	both	the	As-
sociated	Press	and	ESPN/USA	Today	polls.
	 The	 top	 seed	 in	 the	 Dallas	 Region,	 UNC	
opened	 NCAA	 Tournament	 play	 on	 Sunday	
with	a	95-38	thrashing	of	Prairie	View	A&M	in	
Pittsburgh.	The	Tar	Heels	roared	out	to	a	24-4	
lead	and	never	 took	their	 foot	off	 the	gas	the	
rest	of	the	way,	building	their	lead	to	as	much	
as	60	points	in	the	latter	stages	of	the	second	
half.	Senior	forward	Camille	Little	and	freshman	

forward	 Jessica	 Breland	 shared	 game-high	
scoring	honors	with	14	points	each	 for	North	
Carolina.
	 Senior	All-America	guard	Ivory	Latta	is	the	
Tar	Heels’	leader	in	scoring	(16.3	ppg.),	assists	
(4.4	 apg.)	 and	 three-point	 percentage	 (.419).	
Little	is	second	in	scoring	(14.3	ppg.)	and	third	
in	 rebounding	 (6.2	 rpg.),	 while	 junior	 forward	
Erlana	Larkins	 is	 third	 in	 scoring	 (12.8	ppg.)	
and	 tops	 in	 rebounding	 (9.5	 rpg.)	with	a	 .553	
field	goal	percentage.
	 Sylvia	 Hatchell	 is	 in	 her	 21st	 season	 at	
North	 Carolina	 with	 a	 476-191	 (.714)	 record.	
The	Women’s	Basketball	Hall	of	Famer	is	in	her	
32nd	season	walking	the	sidelines	with	a	career	
record	of	748-271	 (.734),	 although	she	 is	0-2	
all-time	against	Notre	Dame.

The Notre Dame-North Carolina Series
Notre	Dame	and	North	Carolina	have	met	only	
twice	previously	on	the	hardwood,	with	the	Irish	
winning	both	prior	meetings.	Curiously,	Tues-
day’s	game	will	be	the	third	consecutive	contest	
in	the	series	to	be	played	on	a	neutral	floor,	with	
the	 other	 games	 occurring	 in	 Richmond,	 Va.	
(1999)	and	Lake	Buena	Vista,	Fla.	(2000).

The Last Time Notre Dame and  
North Carolina Met
Niele	Ivey	scored	all	but	two	of	her	18	points	
in	the	decisive	first	half	as	No.	4	Notre	Dame	
beat	North	Carolina	78-55	on	Dec.	3,	2000,	in	
the	Honda	Elite	4	Holiday	Classic	held	at	Walt	
Disney	World	in	Lake	Buena	Vista,	Fla.
	 Ruth	 Riley	 added	 17	 points	 while	 Ericka	
Haney	added	14	points	and	13	 rebounds	 for	
the	Irish,	who	improved	to	6-0	for	the	second	
time	in	school	history.
	 North	Carolina	 (3-3)	was	 led	by	LaQuanda	
Barksdale’s	 14	 points.	 Barksdale,	 UNC’s	
leading	scorer	entering	the	game,	was	held	to	
6-of-24	shooting,	but	did	have	17	rebounds.
	 Notre	Dame	opened	up	a	20-point	lead	less	
than	10	minutes	into	the	game,	as	Ivey	dropped	
in	four	three-pointers	and	Alicia	Ratay	added	
two.	Ratay	had	all	12	of	her	points	in	the	first	
half.
	 The	Irish	eventually	expanded	the	margin	to	
23	points	with	4:28	remaining	in	the	half.	Notre	
Dame	had	shot	57	percent	(16-for-28)	from	the	
field	to	that	point,	but	then	missed	its	last	nine	
attempts.
	 The	Tar	Heels	shot	only	22	percent	in	the	first	
half	and	were	held	scoreless	for	more	than	seven	
minutes	spanning	halftime.
	 Notre	Dame	began	the	second	half	on	a	9-2	
run,	and	pushed	the	margin	to	30	points,	51-21,	
with	16:52	to	play.	The	Irish	cruised	from	there	
and	only	in	the	final	minute	did	North	Carolina	
cut	the	deficit	to	20	points.
	 The	Tar	Heels	received	a	bad	break	early	in	
the	 game	 when	 starting	 guard	Juana	 Brown	
appeared	to	injure	her	right	knee	while	trying	to	
block	a	shot.	She	was	carried	off	the	court	and	
did	not	return,	but	her	injury	was	not	believed	
to	be	serious.

Other Notre Dame-North Carolina  
Series Tidbits
•	 Notre	Dame	and	North	Carolina	are	two	of	
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BIG	EAST Overall
W L W L

(4/3)	Connecticut 16 0 30 3
(15/18)	Rutgers 12 4 23 8
(22/21)	Marquette 12 4 26 6
West	Virginia 11 5 21 10
(25/24)	Louisville 10 6 27 7
Pittsburgh 10 6 24 8
uNOTRE	DAME 10 6 20 11
South	Florida 9 7 20 11
Seton	Hall 9 7 19 12
DePaul 8 8 19 13
Cincinnati 6 10 15 14
St.	John’s 4 12 8 20
Providence 3 13 13 16
Syracuse 3 13 9 20
Georgetown 3 13 13 16
Villanova 2 14 8 21

Through games of March 18
(n) Ranking in Associated Press/ESPN-USA Today polls

Postseason Awards
Player	of	the	Year	............... Angel	McCoughtry,	Louisville
Freshman	of	the	Year	...................... Tina	Charles,	UConn
Coach	of	the	Year.......................Terri	Mitchell,	Marquette
Defensive	Player	of	the	Year	....Essence	Carson,	Rutgers
Most	Improved	Player	........ Shavonte	Zellous,	Pittsburgh
Sportsmanship	Award	................... Jenna	Rubino,	DePaul
Scholar-Athlete	of	the	Year	........... Jenna	Rubino,	DePaul

All-BIG EAST First Team
Charel	Allen,	Jr.,	G	...................................... Notre	Dame
Essence	Carson,	Jr.,	G	......................................... Rutgers
Jessica	Dickson,	Sr.,	F	................................ South	Florida
Krystal	Ellis,	So.,	G	........................................... Marquette
Angel	McCoughtry,	So.,	F	.................................. Louisville
Renee	Montgomery,	So.,	G	........................... Connecticut
Christina	Quaye,	Sr.,	F	..................................... Marquette
Olayinka	Sanni,	Jr.,	C	................................... West	Virginia
Kia	Vaughn,	So.,	C	............................................... Rutgers
Marcedes	Walker,	Jr.,	C	................................... Pittsburgh
Shavonte	Zellous,	So.,	G	................................. Pittsburgh

All-BIG EAST Second Team
Matee	Ajavon,	Jr.,	G	............................................. Rutgers
Tina	Charles,	Fr.,	C	........................................ Connecticut
Shantia	Grace,	So.,	G	................................. South	Florida
Kalana	Greene,	So.,	G	.................................. Connecticut
Charde	Houston,	Jr.,	F	.................................. Connecticut
Chelsea	Marandola,	So.,	G	............................	Providence
Kieraah	Marlow,	So.,	F	.................................. Georgetown
LaQuita	Owens,	Jr.,	G	.................................. West	Virginia
Allie	Quigley,	So.,	G	............................................... DePaul
Kia	Wright,	Jr.-RS,	G	.........................................St.	John’s

All-BIG EAST Honorable Mention
Chakhia	Cole,	Jr.,	F	...................................... West	Virginia
Jazz	Covington,	Sr.,	C	........................................ Louisville
Monique	McLean,	So.,	G	..................................St.	John’s
Nicole	Michael,	Fr.,	G/F	......................................Syracuse
Elizbieta	Mukosiej,	Jr.,	G	.................................. Seton	Hall
Caprice	Smith,	Jr.,	F	.............................................. DePaul

BIG EAST All-Freshman Team*
Ashley	Barlow,	Fr.,	G	.................................. Notre	Dame
Tina	Charles,	Fr.,	C	........................................ Connecticut
Kendria	Holmes,	Fr.,	G	....................................Providence
Carla	Jacobs,	Fr.,	G	..........................................Cincinnati
Melissa	Lechlitner,	Fr.,	G	........................... Notre	Dame
Kaili	McLaren,	Fr.,	F	...................................... Connecticut
Nicole	Michael,	Fr.,	G/F	......................................Syracuse
Epiphanny	Prince,	Fr.,	G	...................................... Rutgers
Brittany	Ray,	Fr.,	G	............................................... Rutgers
Jania	Sims,	Fr.,	G	............................................. Pittsburgh
Erica	Williamson,	Fr.,	C	.............................. Notre	Dame

* - due to tie in voting, extra player added to All-Freshman Team
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Associated Press Poll
•	March	12,	2007:	Poll	#19	(Final)
	 Team	 Rec	 Pts	 LW
1	 Duke	(46)	 30-1	 1,245	 1
2	 uNorth	Carolina	(3)	 30-3	 1,188	 3
3	 uTennessee	 28-3	 1,144	 4
4	 uConnecticut	(1)	 29-3	 1,094	 2
5	 Stanford	 28-4	 1,009	 6
6	 Maryland	 27-5	 961	 7
7	 Vanderbilt	 27-5	 895	 9
8	 Ohio	State	 28-3	 893	 5
9	 Oklahoma	 26-4	 870	 11
10	 Arizona	State	 28-4	 773	 8
11	 uPurdue	 28-5	 770	 12
12	 LSU	 26-7	 755	 10
13	 Georgia	 25-6	 588	 14
14	 George	Washington	 26-3	 536	 15
15	 uRutgers	 22-8	 505	 19
16	 Texas	A&M	 24-6	 500	 13
17	 Middle	Tennessee	 29-3	 484	 16
18	 North	Carolina	State	 23-9	 463	 17
19	 Baylor	 25-7	 377	 18
20	 uBowling	Green	 29-3	 272	 20
21	 Wisconsin-Green	Bay	 28-3	 214	 22
22	 uMarquette	 25-6	 193	 21
23	 Michigan	State	 23-8	 149	 24
24	 Iowa	State	 25-8	 145	 —
25	 uLouisville	 26-7	 76	 23
Others	 Receiving	 Votes:	 Old	 Dominion	 53,	uCalifornia	
46,	Montana	17,	Xavier	15,	New	Mexico	7,	uPittsburgh	
3,	James	Madison	3,	Temple	3,	Mississippi	2,	uDePaul	
1,	Marist	1.

ESPN/USA Today Coaches’ Poll
•	March	12,	2007:	Poll	#19
	 Team	 Rec	 Pts	 LW
1	 Duke	(29)	 30-1	 773	 1
2	 uNorth	Carolina	(2)	 30-3	 737	 3
3	 uConnecticut	 29-3	 701	 2
4	 uTennessee	 28-3	 697	 4
5	 Stanford	 28-4	 632	 6
6	 Maryland	 27-5	 626	 5
7	 Ohio	State	 28-3	 550	 7
8	 Vanderbilt	 27-5	 546	 9
9	 Arizona	State	 28-4	 526	 8
10	 Oklahoma	 26-4	 498	 11
11	 LSU	 26-7	 479	 10
12	 uPurdue	 28-5	 459	 12
13	 George	Washington	 26-3	 371	 13
14	 Georgia	 25-6	 353	 14
15	 Texas	A&M	 24-6	 316	 15
16	 Middle	Tennessee	 29-3	 311	 16
17	 Baylor	 25-7	 268	 17
18	 uRutgers	 22-8	 265	 19
19	 uBowling	Green	 29-3	 234	 18
20	 North	Carolina	State	 23-9	 192	 20
21	 uMarquette	 25-6	 137	 21
22	 Wisconsin-Green	Bay	 28-3	 120	 22
23	 Michigan	State	 23-8	 82	 23
24	 uLouisville	 26-7	 74	 24
25	 Iowa	State	 25-8	 38	 —
Others	Receiving	Votes:	uCalifornia	28,	Xavier	15,	New	
Mexico	14,	Montana	9,	Old	Dominion	7,	uPittsburgh	4,	
James	Madison	3,	Nebraska	3,	BYU	2,	Temple	2,	Hartford	
1,	Louisiana-Lafayette	1,	Tulane	1.

LW = last week
u	=	2006-07	Notre	Dame	opponent

the	10	winningest	programs	in	NCAA	Tour-
nament	history	(min.	20	games	played).	The	
Irish	are	ninth	with	a	.657	winning	percentage	
(23-12),	while	the	Tar	Heels	are	10th	with	a	
.653	success	ratio	(32-17).

•	 Notre	Dame	 is	10-1	 (.909)	all-time	against	
teams	from	the	state	of	North	Carolina,	in-
cluding	a	7-1	(.875)	record	away	from	home.	
Most	recently,	the	Irish	downed	Duke,	76-65	
on	Nov.	17,	2004	in	
the	semifinals	of	the	
Preseason	WNIT	at	
the	 Joyce	 Center.	
The	Blue	Devils	also	
are	 the	 lone	 North	
Carolina	 school	 to	
defeat	Notre	Dame,	
winning	 80-62	 on	
Nov.	 22,	 1997	 in	
Durham,	N.C.

•	 Freshman	center	Erica	Williamson	 (Char-
lotte,	N.C./South	Mecklenburg)	 is	only	 the	
second	North	Carolina	native	in	the	30-year	
history	of	the	Notre	Dame	women’s	basket-
ball	program.	Back	in	the	1980-81	season,	
Raleigh	resident	Mary	Joan	Forbes	suited	
up	 for	 the	 Irish	 in	 their	 first	 season	at	 the	
Division	I	level.

•	 Notre	 Dame	 assistant	 coach	 Jonathan	
Tsipis	is	a	1996	graduate	of	North	Carolina,	
having	earned	his	bachelor	of	science	de-
gree	in	pharmacy	while	in	Chapel	Hill.

•	 Notre	Dame	and	North	Carolina	have	met	

in	 three	 other	 team	 sports	 this	 year.	 The	
Tar	 Heels	 defeated	 the	 Irish	 in	 the	 NCAA	
women’s	 soccer	 national	 championship	
match,	2-1,	while	Notre	Dame	ousted	UNC	in	
football,	45-26,	and	women’s	tennis,	5-2.

Notre Dame vs. The Atlantic Coast Con-
ference
The	Irish	are	38-15	(.717)	all-time	against	cur-
rent	Atlantic	Coast	Conference	 teams,	with	a	
20-11	 (.645)	 record	
away	from	home	(road/
neutral	 combined).	
The	 vast	 majority	 of	
Notre	Dame’s	contests	
against	the	ACC	have	
come	 against	 Boston	
College	 and	 Miami	
(Fla.),	two	schools	who	
formerly	 were	 mem-
bers	of	 the	BIG	EAST	
Conference	 with	 the	
Irish.
	 Notre	 Dame	 met	
an	ACC	school	 in	 the	
NCAA	Tournament	 for	

Notre Dame In the Polls
Associated	Press	Poll
	 Weeks	Ranked
Week	 Points	 Rank	 06-07	 All	Time
Preseason	 0	 —	 —	 139
Nov.	13,	2006	 0	 —	 —	 139
Nov.	20,	2006	 0	 —	 —	 139
Nov.	27,	2006	 0	 —	 —	 139
Dec.	4,	2006	 0	 —	 —	 139
Dec.	11,	2006	 1	 —	 —	 139
Dec.	18,	2006	 2	 —	 —	 139
Dec.	25,	2006	 1	 —	 —	 139
Jan.	1,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 139
Jan.	8,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 139
Jan.	15,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 139
Jan.	22,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 139
Jan.	29,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 139
Feb.	5,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 139
Feb.	12,	2007	 4	 —	 —	 139
Feb.	19,	2007	 11	 —	 —	 139
Feb.	26,	2007	 5	 —	 —	 139
March	5,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 139
March	12,	2007	(Final)	 0	 —	 —	 139
SEASON	HIGHS	 11	 —	

ESPN/USA	Today	Coaches’	Poll
	 Weeks	Ranked
Week	 Points	 Rank	 06-07	 All	Time
Preseason	 0	 —	 —	 131
Nov.	14,	2006	 0	 —	 —	 131
Nov.	21,	2006	 0	 —	 —	 131
Nov.	28,	2006	 0	 —	 —	 131
Dec.	5,	2006	 0	 —	 —	 131
Dec.	12,	2006	 0	 —	 —	 131
Dec.	19,	2006	 0	 —	 —	 131
Dec.	26,	2006	 0	 —	 —	 131
Jan.	2,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 131
Jan.	9,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 131
Jan.	16,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 131
Jan.	23,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 131
Jan.	30,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 131
Feb.	6,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 131
Feb.	13,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 131
Feb.	20,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 131
Feb.	27,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 131
March	6,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 131
March	12,	2007	 0	 —	 —	 131
SEASON	HIGHS	 —	 —	

ND	vs.	ACC

	 	 Overall	 Away
BC		 10-5	 3-5
CLEM	 0-0	 0-0
DUKE	 4-1	 2-1
FSU	 0-0	 0-0
GT		 1-0	 1-0
MD		 1-3	 1-1
MIAMI	 14-3	 8-1
uUNC	 2-0	 2-0
NCSU	 1-0	 1-0
UVA	 0-2	 0-2
VT	 	 5-1	 2-1
WF		 0-0	 0-0
TOTAL	 38-15	 20-11
	 	 (.717)	 (.645)

ND	vs.	State	of	N.C.

	 	 Overall	 Away
Davidson	 1-0	 1-0
Duke	 4-1	 2-1
ECU	 2-0	 1-0
uUNC	 2-0	 2-0
NC	State	 1-0	 1-0
TOTAL	 10-1	 7-1
	 	 (.909)	 (.875)

#4/4	Notre	Dame	78,	North	Carolina	55
Honda Elite 4 Holiday Classic
December	3,	2000
The	Milk	House	(Lake	Buena	Vista,	Fla.)

North	Carolina	(55)
Player	 min	 fg-a	 3fg-a	 ft-a	 reb	 ast	 pf	 tp
Brown,	C.	 40	 2-11	 0-2	 2-4	 2	 3	 0	 6
Barksdale	 35	 6-24	 2-5	 0-0	 17	 1	 4	 14
Sutton	 32	 6-14	 0-0	 0-0	 6	 0	 4	 12
Sharp	 31	 4-6	 1-3	 1-4	 3	 2	 2	 10
Brown,	J.	 6	 2-2	 1-1	 0-0	 2	 0	 0	 5
Thomas	 3	 0-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Hairston	 8	 0-1	 0-0	 0-0	 4	 0	 1	 0
Chambers	 15	 1-5	 0-2	 1-2	 0	 1	 0	 3
Allen	 5	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 1	 0	 2	 0
Baptist	 2	 0-0	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 0	 0
Lea	 20	 0-1	 0-0	 1-2	 1	 2	 2	 1
Myers	 3	 2-2	 0-0	 0-0	 0	 0	 2	 4
Team	 	 	 	 	 3
Totals	 200	 23-68	 4-13	 5-12	 39	 9	 17	 55

Notre	Dame	(78)
Player	 min	 fg-a	 3fg-a	 ft-a	 reb	 ast	 pf	 tp
Haney	 33	 5-16	 0-0	 4-6	 13	 2	 0	 14
Siemon	 25	 2-11	 0-0	 0-0	 9	 5	 4	 4
Riley	 25	 6-10	 0-0	 5-7	 6	 2	 1	 17
Ratay	 31	 5-9	 2-4	 0-0	 3	 3	 0	 12
Ivey	 26	 7-9	 4-6	 0-0	 2	 6	 0	 18
Swanson	 4	 1-1	 1-1	 0-0	 1	 0	 0	 3
Hernandez	 13	 1-4	 0-0	 2-4	 2	 0	 2	 4
Barksdale	 14	 0-1	 0-0	 0-2	 2	 1	 1	 0
Dunbar	 14	 0-3	 0-0	 0-0	 2	 1	 0	 0
Leahy	 15	 2-3	 0-0	 2-2	 2	 0	 3	 6
Team	 	 	 	 	 6
Totals	 200	 29-67	 7-11	 13-21	 48	 20	 11	 78

North	Carolina	 19	 36	 —	 55
Notre	Dame	 42	 36	 —	 78

FG	Pct:	North	Carolina	33.8,	Notre	Dame	43.3.	3-PT	FG	Pct:	
North	Carolina	30.8,	Notre	Dame	63.6.	FT	Pct:	North	Carolina	
41.7,	Notre	Dame	61.9.	Turnovers:	North	Carolina	25,	Notre	
Dame	24.	Blocked	Shots:	North	Carolina	1,	Notre	Dame	7	
(Riley,	Barksdale	3).	Steals:	North	Carolina	13	(Sutton	5),	Notre	
Dame	17	(Ivey	6).	Attendance:	1,972.

LAST IRISH GAME vs. NORTH CAROLINA
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the	 first	 time	 last	 year,	 when	 Boston	 College	
handed	the	Irish	a	season-ending	78-61	loss	in	
West	Lafayette,	Ind.

Other Tidbits From The Pittsburgh Site
•	 Notre	Dame	is	quite	familiar	with	the	University	

of	Pittsburgh	and	the	Petersen	Events	Center,	
with	 the	 host	 Panthers	 playing	 alongside	
the	Irish	in	the	BIG	EAST	Conference.	Notre	
Dame	is	9-1	all-time	in	the	Steel	City	(8-1	vs.	
Pittsburgh,	1-0	vs.	Duquesne),	and	3-1	at	the	
Petersen	Events	Center.

•	 Notre	Dame	junior	guard	Charel	Allen	is	a	na-
tive	of	Monessen,	Pa.,	located	approximately	
30	miles	south	of	Pittsburgh,	and	graduated	
from	Monessen	High	School	 in	2004.	Allen	
remains	one	of	 leading	scorers	 in	Pennsyl-
vania	 high	 school	 history,	 having	 piled	 up	
3,110	points	during	her	storied	prep	career.	
In	three	prior	games	at	the	Petersen	Events	
Center	(including	Sunday	vs.	California),	Allen	
is	averaging	15.3	points,	3.7	 rebounds	and	
3.7	assists	with	a	.444	field	goal	percentage	
(20-of-45).

•	 Second-year	 Notre	 Dame	 coordinator	 of	
basketball	 operations	 Stephanie	 Menio	
graduated	 from	 Pittsburgh	 in	 2004	 with	 a	
degree	 in	 business	 administration.	 During	
her	time	there,	Menio	spent	two	years	as	a	
marketing	assistant	with	the	Panther	women’s	
basketball	program,	and	in	conjunction	with	
the	debut	of	the	Petersen	Events	Center,	she	
aided	in	the	program’s	114-percent	increase	
in	 attendance	 from	 2002-04	 and	 the	 first	
women’s	basketball	sellout	in	school	history	
(12,632	vs.	Connecticut	on	Jan.	25,	2003).

•	 Three	members	of	the	Irish	staff	are	natives	of	
Pennsylvania	—	head	coach	Muffet	McGraw	
(Pottsville),	assistant	coach	Angie	Potthoff	
(Erie)	and	coordinator	of	basketball	operations	
Stephanie	Menio	(Wilkes-Barre).

•	 Notre	Dame	assistant	coach	Angie	Potthoff	
spent	three	seasons	(2002-05)	coaching	the	
girls’	 basketball	 team	 at	 Beaver	 (Pa.)	 Area	
High	School,	located	about	45	minutes	north-
west	of	Pittsburgh.	Potthoff	was	an	assistant	
for	two	seasons	before	taking	over	as	head	
coach	for	the	2004-05	campaign.

•	 Potthoff	 also	 was	 a	 three-year	 college	 as-
sistant	 from	 1999-2002,	 spending	 the	 first	
of	those	seasons	as	a	graduate	assistant	at	
Indiana	(Pa.)	University,	located	approximately	
70	miles	east	of	Pittsburgh,	She	then	worked	
two	years	(2000-02)	as	an	assistant	at	Robert	
Morris	University	in	Moon	Township,	Pa.	(lo-
cated	near	Pittsburgh	International	Airport).	

•	 Notre	Dame	associate	head	coach	Coquese	
Washington	 and	 Prairie	 View	 A&M	 head	
coach	 Cynthia	 Cooper-Dyke	 were	 team-
mates	 with	 the	 WNBA’s	 Houston	 Comets	
during	the	2000	season,	helping	that	franchise	
win	its	fourth	consecutive	league	champion-
ship.

•	 Notre	 Dame	 sophomore	 guard	 Lindsay	
Schrader	(Bartlett,	Ill./Bartlett)	and	Tennessee	
redshirt	sophomore	forward	Candace	Parker	
(Naperville,	Ill./Naperville	Central)	have	been	
friends	for	several	years,	dating	back	to	their	
grade-school	days,	when	the	pair	were	team-
mates	on	an	AAU	team	coached	by	Parker’s	
father,	Larry.	The	 two	young	stars	still	 chat	

occasionally	via	e-mail	and	text	messaging.
•	 Notre	Dame	freshman	guard	Melissa	Lechlit-

ner	 is	 a	 2006	 graduate	 of	 South	 Bend	 St.	
Joseph’s	High	School	and	spent	three	sea-
sons	(2004-06)	in	the	Indians’	backcourt	with	
recent	Tennessee	signee	Sydney	Smallbone.	
Lechlitner	 and	 Smallbone	 led	 SBSJ	 to	 the	
2005	Indiana	Class	3A	title,	and	state	semifi-
nal	berths	in	’04	and	’06.

•	 Tennessee	 head	 strength	 and	 conditioning	
coach	Heather	Mason	 spent	five	years	on	
the	staff	at	Notre	Dame	from	1998-2003.	In	
addition,	two	of	Mason’s	graduate	assistants	
on	the	UT	strength	and	conditioning	staff	are	
twins	Jessica	and	Kristen	Kinder,	who	were	
standout	volleyball	players	for	the	Irish	from	
2000-03.

•	 Drake	is	one	of	six	teams	ever	to	advance	to	
the	NCAA	Tournament	with	a	losing	record.	
The	first	team	to	do	that?	Notre	Dame,	which	
entered	the	1992	NCAA	Tournament	at	14-15	
following	a	59-54	upset	win	over	top-seeded	
Xavier	in	the	finals	of	the	Midwestern	Colle-
giate	Conference	Tournament.	Making	 their	
NCAA	Tournament	debut,	the	Irish	then	lost	
at	UCLA,	93-72.

Notre Dame In The NCAA Tournament
Notre	 Dame	 is	 in	 the	
midst	 of	 its	 14th	 ap-
pearance	 in	 the	 NCAA	
Tournament,	 and	 12th	
in	a	row,	as	it	competes	
in	 first-	 and	 second-
round	action	 this	week	
in	 Pittsburgh.	 The	 Irish	
have	 a	 .657	 winning	
percentage	 (23-12)	 in	
NCAA	Tournament	play,	
which	 ranks	 ninth	 all-
time	 (minimum	 of	 20	
games	played).
	 In	 addition,	 Notre	
Dame’s	current	streak	of	
12	 consecutive	 NCAA	
Tournament	 appear-
ances	 ranks	 eighth	 in	
the	record	books.
	 Here	are	some	other	
facts	 about	 the	 Irish	 in	
the	 “Big	 Dance”	 (see	
page	6	sidebar	for	Notre	
Dame’s	 year-by-year	
NCAA	Tournament	results	and	check	pp.	156-173	
in	the	Notre	Dame	media	guide	for	box	scores	
and	recaps):
•	 Each	of	Notre	Dame’s	14	NCAA	Tournament	

appearances	have	come	during	the	tenure	of	
20th-year	head	coach	Muffet	McGraw.

•	 With	its	victory	over	California	on	Sunday,	the	
Irish	now	have	won	their	NCAA	Tournament	
first-round	game	in	11	of	the	past	12	seasons,	
corresponding	exactly	with	both	their	current	
NCAA	Tournament	appearance	streak,	as	well	
as	their	membership	in	the	BIG	EAST	Confer-
ence	(1995-96	to	present).

•	 Notre	Dame	is	one	of	10	schools	in	the	country	
to	have	appeared	in	the	NCAA	Sweet	16	six	
times	 in	 the	 past	 decade	 (1997-2006).	 The	
others	are:	Connecticut	and	Tennessee	 (10	
times),	Duke	(nine	times),	Georgia,	LSU,	Loui-

NCAA	Tournament
Winning	Percentage

.830	(93-19)	 Tennessee

.819	(59-13)	 Connecticut

.739	(65-23)	 La.	Tech

.735	(36-13)	 Duke

.723	(47-18)	 Stanford

.692	(36-16)	 Purdue

.690	(29-13)	 USC

.667	(46-23)	 Georgia

.657	(23-12)	 	uNotre	Dame

.653	(32-17)	 N.	Carolina
minimum of 20 games played
through games of March 18

Current	Consecutive
NCAA	Tourn.	Berths

26	 Tennessee
20	 Stanford
19	 Connecticut
16	 Old	Dominion
14	 Purdue
13	 Duke
13	 Georgia
12	 uNotre	Dame

Notre Dame Leads Series 2-0
Date	 Site	 Result	 Score
12/4/99	 Richmond,	Va.1	 W	 99-86
12/3/00	 Lake	Buena	Vista,	Fla.2	 W	 78-55
1 = Wachovia Women’s Basketball Invitational
2 = Honda Elite 4 Holiday Classic

Series	Scoring	 Total	 Average	
Notre	Dame	 177	 88.5
North	Carolina	 141	 70.5

Current	Win	Streak:	Notre	Dame	-	2	games
Muffet	McGraw	vs.	UNC:	2-0
Sylvia	Hatchell	vs.	ND:	0-2
McGraw	vs.	Hatchell:	McGraw	leads	2-0
ND	Biggest	Win:	23	(78-55	on	12/3/00)
UNC	Biggest	Win:	None
ND	Longest	Win	Streak:	2	(1999-2000)
UNC	Longest	Win	Streak:	None

THE TALE OF THE TAPE
	 ND	 UNC
Overall	record	 20-11	 31-3
AP/ESPN-USA Today	rank	 —	 2/2

SCORING
Points	scored	per	game	 70.7	 85.7
Points	allowed	per	game	 66.3	 54.6
Field	goal	percentage	 .427	 .470
Three-point	percentage	 .279	 .342
Free	throw	percentage	 .760	 .712

REBOUNDING
Rebounds	per	game	 37.3	 45.9
Opponent	rebs.	per	game	 35.7	 34.8
Rebounding	margin	 +1.6	 +11.1

OTHER
Assists	per	game	 14.0	 18.5
Turnovers	per	game	 16.8	 19.4
Assist/turnover	ratio	 0.83	 0.95
Blocked	shots	per	game	 3.5	 6.7
Steals	per	game	 10.6	 14.6
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siana	Tech	and	North	Carolina	(seven	times),	
and	Purdue	and	Texas	Tech	(six	times).

•	 Notre	Dame	is	one	of	11	schools	(three	of	
which	are	playing	in	Pittsburgh	this	weekend)	
to	make	multiple	appearances	at	the	NCAA	
Final	 Four	 and	 win	 at	 least	 one	 national	
championship,	 going	 to	 the	 semifinals	 in	
1997	and	winning	it	all	in	2001.	The	others	
in	this	elite	club	are:	Connecticut	(eight	trips,	
five	 titles),	 Louisiana	 Tech	 (10	 trips,	 two	
titles),	Maryland	(three	trips,	one	title),	North	
Carolina	(two	trips,	one	title),	Old	Dominion	
(three	trips,	one	title),	Purdue	(three	trips,	one	
title),	Stanford	(six	trips,	two	titles),	Tennes-
see	 (16	 trips,	 six	 titles),	 Texas	 (three	 trips,	
one	title)	and	USC	(three	trips,	two	titles).

Sowing The Seeds
Notre	 Dame	 has	 been	 seeded	 ninth	 for	 the	
third	 time	 in	 14	 NCAA	 Tournament	 appear-
ances,	and	the	second	consecutive	year.	The	
first	 time	 the	 Irish	 acquired	 a	 No.	 9	 seed	
was	 1998,	 and	 they	 promptly	 defeated	 both	
eighth-seeded	Southwest	Missouri	State	(now	
Missouri	State),	78-64,	and	No.	1	seed	Texas	
Tech,	74-59,	on	the	Lady	Raiders’	home	court	
at	the	Lubbock	(Texas)	Municipal	Coliseum,	to	
advance	 to	 the	 Sweet	 16.	 Notre	 Dame	 then	
returned	 to	 Lubbock	 the	 following	 week	 and	
dropped	 a	 70-65	 decision	 to	 fourth-seeded	
Purdue	 in	 the	 Midwest	 Regional	 semifinals.	
Last	season,	 the	 Irish	were	a	No.	9	seed	and	
fell	to	eighth-seeded	Boston	College,	78-61	in	
the	 first	 round	 of	 the	 Albuquerque	 Region	 in	
West	Lafayette,	Ind.
	 The	Irish	have	played	18	NCAA	Tournament		
games	 as	 a	 lower	 seed	 and	 have	 posted	 a	
9-9	 (.500)	 record.	Notre	Dame	also	has	 twice	
advanced	to	the	Sweet	16	as	a	ninth	seed	or	
lower.	 In	addition	to	the	aforementioned	1998	
run,	 the	 Irish	pulled	off	 that	 feat	 in	2003	as	a	
No.	 11	 seed,	 ousting	 sixth-seeded	 Arizona	
(59-47)	and	No.	3	 seed	Kansas	State	 (59-53)	
in	Manhattan,	Kan.

Giant Killers
Notre	 Dame	 is	 no	 stranger	 to	 playing	 the	
spoiler	 role	 in	 the	 NCAA	 Tournament.	 Three	
times	previously,	 the	 Irish	have	played	a	 top-
three	seed	(and	on	their	home	floors,	to	boot),	
and	 has	 come	 away	 with	 a	 win	 each	 time.	
Here’s	a	quick	look	at	each	of	these	signature	
victories:
•	 March	17,	1997	(#6	ND	86,	@	#3	Texas	83)	

—	Notre	Dame	shoots	54.7	percent	from	the	
floor,	 including	66.7	percent	 in	the	second	
half,	to	reach	its	first	Sweet	16	(and	eventu-
ally	its	first	Final	Four).	All-Americans	Beth	
Morgan	 and	 Katryna	 Gaither	 score	 29	
points	apiece,	with	Gaither	adding	a	game-
high	11	rebounds.	(recap/box on pp. 158 of 
Notre Dame media guide)

•	 March	15,	1998	(#9	ND	74,	@#1	Texas	Tech	
59)	—	The	 Irish	use	 runs	of	9-0	and	12-0	
in	 the	 second	 half	 to	 erase	 a	 three-point	
halftime	deficit	and	shock	the	homestanding	
Lady	Raiders.	Ruth	Riley	shook	off	first-half	
foul	trouble	to	score	a	game-high	23	points	
for	the	Irish.	(recap/box on pp. 161 of Notre 
Dame media guide)

•	 March	25,	2003	 (#11	ND	59,	@#3	Kansas	
State	 53)	 —	 The	 Irish	 fashion	 a	 masterful	
defensive	 performance,	 holding	 K-State	
without	a	field	goal	for	12:43	crossing	over	
halftime,	while	limiting	the	Wildcats	to	one	
offensive	 rebound	 in	 that	stretch.	Le’Tania	
Severe	scored	17	points	and	Megan	Duffy	
added	10	points,	including	four	free	throws	
in	the	final	61	seconds	to	secure	the	victory.	
(recap/box on pp. 169-170 of Notre Dame 
media guide)

It Hinges On Defense
Notre	Dame’s	success	in	the	NCAA	Tournament	
can	be	directly	traced	to	its	performance	at	the	
defensive	 end	 of	 the	 floor.	 In	 their	 14	 NCAA	
Tournament	 appearances,	 the	 Irish	 are	 14-1	
(.933)	when	holding	the	opposition	to	60	points	
or	less	—	the	only	foe	to	escape	a	low-scoring	
battle	with	Notre	Dame	was	Penn	State,	which	
won	 55-49	 in	 the	 2004	 NCAA	 East	 Regional	
semifinals	at	the	Hartford	Civic	Center.	

Looking For Postseason Productivity
Come	NCAA	Tournament	 time,	 the	 Irish	have	
preferred	 a	 low-scoring	 “grind-it-out”	 style	
of	 play.	 In	 fact,	 Notre	 Dame	 has	 not	 scored	
more	 than	 62	 points	 in	 a	 regulation	 NCAA	
Tournament	 game	 since	 it	 defeated	 Purdue,	
68-66	to	win	the	2001	national	championship.	
The	 lone	 exception	 was	 a	 69-65	 overtime	
win	over	Southwest	Missouri	State	in	2004,	a	
game	that	was	tied	at	59-all	after	regulation.
	 In	 an	 interesting	 twist,	 Notre	 Dame	 has	
scored	 either	 61	 or	 62	 points	 in	 its	 last	 four	
NCAA	 Tournament	 games,	 dating	 back	 to	
2005.

Notre Dame Against The NCAA Field
Notre	 Dame	 has	 played	 14	 of	 its	 31	 games	
this	 season	 against	 teams	 that	 are	 in	 the	
2007	 NCAA	 Tournament,	 registering	 a	 7-7	
(.500)	 record	vs.	 the	 rest	of	 this	 year’s	NCAA	
Tournament	 field.	 Here’s	 a	 rundown	 of	 Notre	
Dame’s	 performance	 against	 the	 teams	 that	
advanced	to	the	2007	NCAA	Tournament:

Team	(Seed)	 Region	 Record
Bowling	Green	(7)	 Greensboro	 1-0
California	(8)	 Dallas	 1-0
Connecticut	(1)	 Fresno	 0-1
DePaul	(10)	 Dallas	 1-2
Louisville	(6)	 Greensboro	 1-0
Marquette	(6)	 Dayton	 0-1
Pittsburgh	(8)	 Dayton	 0-1
Prairie	View	A&M	(16)	 Dallas	 1-0
Purdue	(2)	 Dallas	 1-0
Rutgers	(4)	 Greensboro	 0-1
Tennessee	(1)	 Dayton	 0-1
West	Virginia	(11)	 Fresno	 1-0
TOTALS	 	 7-7	(.500)

A BIG EAST Bonanza
Notre	 Dame	 is	 one	 of	 eight	 BIG	 EAST	
Conference	 schools	 that	 earned	 invitations	
to	 the	 2007	 NCAA	 Tournament,	 joining	 a	
club	that	includes	five-time	national	champion	
Connecticut,	as	well	as	West	Virginia	 (making	
its	 second-ever	 appearance)	 and	 first-time	
participant	Pittsburgh.

NCAA Tournam
ent History

1992 — Midwest Region (First Round)
at	(5)	UCLA	93,	(12)	Notre	Dame	72

1994 — East Region (First Round)
(10)	Minnesota	81,	at	(7)	Notre	Dame	76

1996 — Midwest Region (Second Round)
(12)	Notre	Dame	73,	(5)	Purdue	60
at	(4)	Texas	Tech	82,	(12)	Notre	Dame	67

1997 — East Regional (Champion)
(6)	Notre	Dame	93,	(11)	Memphis	62
(6)	Notre	Dame	86,	at	(3)	Texas	83
(6)	Notre	Dame	87,	(2)	Alabama	71
(6)	Notre	Dame	62,	(5)	George	Washington	52
(3)	Tennessee	80,	(6)	Notre	Dame	66	(Final Four)

1998 — Midwest Regional (Semifinal)
(9)	Notre	Dame	78,	(8)	Southwest	Missouri	State	64
(9)	Notre	Dame	74,	at	(1)	Texas	Tech	59
(4)	Purdue	70,	(9)	Notre	Dame	65

1999 — West Region (Second Round)
(5)	Notre	Dame	61,	(12)	Saint	Mary’s	(Calif.)	57
at	(4)	LSU	74,	(5)	Notre	Dame	64

2000 — Mideast Regional (Semifinal)
at	(2)	Notre	Dame	87,	(15)	San	Diego	61
at	(2)	Notre	Dame	95,	(7)	George	Washington	60
(3)	Texas	Tech	69,	(2)	Notre	Dame	65

2001 — Midwest Regional (Champion)
at	(1)	Notre	Dame	98,	(16)	Alcorn	State	49
at	(1)	Notre	Dame	88,	(8)	Michigan	54
(1)	Notre	Dame	69,	(5)	Utah	54
(1)	Notre	Dame	72,	(3)	Vanderbilt	64
(1)	Notre	Dame	90,	(1)	Connecticut	75	(Final Four)
(1)	Notre	Dame	68,	(3)	Purdue	66	(Championship)

2002 — Midwest Region (Second Round)
(7)	Notre	Dame	58,	(10)	New	Mexico	44
at	(2)	Tennessee	89,	(7)	Notre	Dame	50

2003 — East Regional (Semifinal)
(11)	Notre	Dame	59,	(6)	Arizona	47
(11)	Notre	Dame	59,	at	(3)	Kansas	State	53
(2)	Purdue	66,	(11)	Notre	Dame	47

2004 — East Regional (Semifinal)
at	(5)	Notre	Dame	69,	(12)	Southwest	Missouri	State	65	(OT)
at	(5)	Notre	Dame	59,	(13)	Middle	Tennessee	46
(1)	Penn	State	55,	(5)	Notre	Dame	49

2005 — Tempe Region (Second Round)
(4)	Notre	Dame	61,	(13)	UC	Santa	Barbara	51
(5)	Arizona	State	70,	(4)	Notre	Dame	61

2006 — Albuquerque Region (First Round)
(8)	Boston	College	78,	(9)	Notre	Dame	61

2007 — Dallas Region (Second Round)
(9)	Notre	Dame	62,	(8)	California	59

NCAA Championships (1) 
2001

NCAA Final Four Appearances (2) 
1997,	2001

NCAA Sweet 16 Appearances (6) 
1997,	1998,	2000,	2001,	2003,	2004

NCAA Tournament Appearances (14) 
1992,	1994,	1996,	1997,	1998,	1999,	2000,	2001,	2002,	
2003,	2004,	2005,	2006,	2007

Overall Records
NCAA	Tournament:	23-12	(.657)
As	higher	seed:	13-3	(.813)
As	lower	seed:	9-9	(.500)
As	same	seed:	1-0	(1.000)
Home:	6-1	(.857)
Away:	3-4	(.429)
Neutral:	14-7	(.667)
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	 Through	the	first	round	of	action	this	year,	
the	BIG	EAST	more	 than	held	 its	own,	going	
7-1,	 with	 the	 lone	 loss	 being	 DePaul’s	 55-54	
setback	vs.	Georgia	Tech	at	Austin,	Texas.	Two	
other	 conferences	 are	 undefeated	 after	 first-
round	play	(ACC	6-0,	SEC	5-0),	but	no	league	
registered	 more	 opening-round	 victories	 than	
the	BIG	EAST.
	 This	year,	the	BIG	EAST	tied	its	own	record	
for	the	highest	number	of	teams	from	one	con-
ference	invited	to	a	single	NCAA	Tournament,	
a	 mark	 the	 BIG	 EAST	 reached	 in	 2004.	 The	
SEC	 first	 set	 that	 record	 in	 1999,	 and	 dupli-
cated	it	in	2002.
	 The	 BIG	 EAST	 also	 has	 two	 teams	 par-
ticipating	 in	 the	 Women’s	 National	 Invitation	
Tournament	 (WNIT),	 meaning	 10	 conference	
schools	 have	 advanced	 to	 postseason	 play	
this	year.	That’s	one	off	last	year’s	record	of	11,	
which	 included	 seven	 NCAA	 and	 four	 WNIT	
qualifiers.

Don’t Mess With Tradition
The	 Irish	 have	 developed	 two	 traditions	 that	
should	 be	 quite	 evident	 at	 this	 weekend’s	
NCAA	Tournament.
•	 Green	nails	—	this	tradition	started	for	Notre	

Dame	at	the	1997	NCAA	Tournament.	The	
Irish	 chose	 to	 wear	 green	 nail	 polish	 on	
their	fingers	prior	to	their	second-round	St.	
Patrick’s	Day	game	at	Texas,	which	Notre	
Dame	won,	86-83.	The	Irish	ended	up	go-
ing	all	the	way	to	the	NCAA	Final	Four	that	
season	and	the	green	nail	polish	was	here	
to	stay.

•	 Irish	 jig	 —	 although	 not	 reserved	 simply	
for	 NCAA	 Tournament	 play,	 this	 unique	
pre-game	 ritual	 has	 become	 one	 of	 the	
widely-recognized	traditions	of	Notre	Dame	
women’s	basketball.	Just	prior	to	the	intro-
duction	of	starting	lineups,	the	Irish	players	
will	 circle	up	 in	 the	 lane	with	a	basketball	
at	their	feet.	As	the	Notre	Dame	pep	band	
plays,	the	team	will	perform	the	Irish	Jig	(a	
popular	step	with	Notre	Dame	fans,	espe-
cially	the	student	body)	with	the	ball	bounc-
ing	around	in	the	midst	of	their	dance.	This	
tradition	is	believed	to	have	started	during	
the	1999-2000	season,	but	picked	up	steam	
during	Notre	Dame’s	2000-01	national	cham-
pionship	run	and	has	been	part	of	the	Irish	
pre-game	ritual	ever	since.

Twenty Questions
With	 Sunday’s	 victory	 over	 California,	 Notre	
Dame	has	registered	its	13th	20-win	season	in	
the	past	14	years.	The	Irish	also	have	reached	
that	milestone	21	times	in	the	30	years	of	the	
program’s	existence,	including	17	times	in	the	
first	20	seasons	of	the	Muffet	McGraw	era.

Allen Named Kodak/WBCA All-America 
Team Finalist
Junior	 guard	 Charel	 Allen	 has	 been	 chosen	
as	one	of	52	finalists	 for	 the	Kodak/Women’s	
Basketball	 Coaches	 Association	 (WBCA)	 All-
America	Team,	 it	was	announced	March	8	by	
the	WBCA	and	the	Eastman	Kodak	Company.	
With	Allen’s	 selection	 (the	first	of	 her	 career),	
Notre	Dame	now	has	had	at	least	one	Kodak/

WBCA	 All-America	 Team	 finalist	 in	 10	 of	 the	
past	12	seasons,	with	Ruth	Riley	 (2001)	and	
Jacqueline	 Batteast	 (2005)	 earning	 a	 place	
on	the	prestigious	10-player	Kodak/WBCA	All-
America	Team.
	 Allen	was	a	first-team	all-BIG	EAST	honoree	
this	season	after	nearly	doubling	her	scoring	av-
erage	to	16.9	points	per	game,	good	for	seventh	
in	the	conference.	She	also	ranked	among	the	
top	10	 in	the	 league	 in	free	throw	percentage	
(third	-	.841)	and	steals	(eighth	-	2.0	spg.),	while	
scoring	in	double	figures	28	times	in	31	games	
(including	10	20-point	outings	and	a	career-high	
31	points	vs.	St.	John’s	on	Jan.	16).	Allen	was	
even	 stronger	 during	 BIG	 EAST	 play,	 ranking	
second	in	the	loop	in	scoring	(19.3	ppg.),	fourth	
in	free	throw	percentage	(.862),	tying	for	13th	in	
steals	(1.75	spg.)	and	tying	for	14th	in	rebound-
ing	(7.0	rpg.).	The	5-foot-11	wing	also	recently	
became	Notre	Dame’s	23rd	1,000-point	scorer,	
eclipsing	that	mark	in	the	regular-season	finale	
at	 DePaul,	 and	 now	 standing	 22nd	 in	 school	
history	with	1,032	career	points.

These Kids Can Play
The	Notre	Dame	women’s	basketball	team	was	
well	represented	when	the	awards	were	handed	
out	at	the	BIG	EAST	Awards	Banquet,	held	on	
March	2	in	the	Hartford	Hilton	Ballroom.	Junior	
guard	Charel	Allen	was	a	first-team	all-confer-
ence	selection	(the	10th	for	Notre	Dame	in	its	
12-year	league	membership),	while	a	trio	of	Irish	
freshmen	—	guards	Ashley	Barlow	and	Melissa	
Lechlitner,	and	center	Erica	Williamson	—	all	
were	 chosen	 for	 the	 BIG	 EAST	 All-Freshman	
Team,	setting	a	confer-
ence	record	for	rookie	
team	selections	in	one	
year.
	 Barlow	 ranks	 sec-
ond	 on	 the	 team	 in	
scoring	 (10.5	 ppg.)	
and	 rebounding	 (5.5	
rpg.),	while	also	placing	
among	the	top	10	in	the	
BIG	EAST	in	free	throw	
percentage	(fifth	-	.826)	
and	steals	(10th	-	1.93	
spg.).	Playing	primarily	
as	Notre	Dame’s	“sixth	
man,”	 Barlow	 has	 scored	 in	 double	 digits	 15	
times	 this	 season,	 including	 a	 career-high	 21	
points	on	two	occasions	(vs.	Prairie	View	A&M	
on	Dec.	28	and	at	DePaul	on	Feb.	26).	In	addi-
tion,	she	posted	a	double-double	in	her	second	
career	game,	logging	19	points	and	10	rebounds	
in	an	overtime	win	over	Bowling	Green.
	 Lechlitner	has	proven	to	be	a	solid	backup	at	
point	guard	for	Notre	Dame	this	season,	averag-
ing	6.4	points	and	2.8	assists	in	24	minutes	per	
night	as	a	reserve.	She	has	eight	double-figure	
scoring	 games	 to	 her	 credit	 and	 has	 dished	
out	five-or-more	assists	in	five	games.	What’s	
more,	she	recorded	a	1.36	assist/turnover	ratio	
this	season,	including	a	1.55	ratio	in	conference	
games	 that	was	good	 for	 seventh	 in	 the	BIG	
EAST.	Lechlitner	had	a	season-high	18	points	
vs.	Syracuse	on	Jan.	20	and	her	nine	assists	vs.	
St.	John’s	four	nights	earlier	were	the	most	by	
an	Irish	freshman	since	1995.
	 Williamson	 has	 been	 a	 highly-productive	

Season R
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Total Points (Individual)
7.	 Trena	Keys	(1985-86)	............................................587
8.	 Jacqueline	Batteast	(2004-05)	..............................559
9.	 Karen	Robinson	(1990-91)	....................................538
10.	 Shari	Matvey	(1979-80)	........................................529
—.	 uCharel	Allen	(2006-07)	......................................524

Total Points (Individual - Freshman)
2.	 Beth	Morgan	(1993-94)	.........................................518
3.	 Alicia	Ratay	(1999-00)	...........................................447
4.	 Courtney	LaVere	(2002-03)	...................................398
5.	 Michelle	Marciniak	(1991-92)	................................381
—.	 uAshley	Barlow	(2006-07)	..................................327

Total Points (Individual - Junior)
1.	 Beth	Morgan	(1995-96)	.........................................626
2.	 Katryna	Gaither	(1995-96)	....................................613
3.	 uCharel	Allen	(2006-07)	......................................524
4.	 Ruth	Riley	(1999-00)	.............................................518
5.	 Jacqueline	Batteast	(2003-04)	..............................512

Scoring Average (Individual - Junior)
1.	 Beth	Morgan	(1995-96)	........................................20.2
2.	 Katryna	Gaither	(1995-96)	...................................19.8
3.	 Heidi	Bunek	(1987-88)	.........................................17.9
4.	 Trena	Keys	(1984-85)	...........................................17.3
5.	 uCharel	Allen	(2006-07)	.....................................16.9

Field Goals Made (Individual)
9.	 Beth	Morgan	(1995-96)	.........................................219
10.	 (tie)	Margaret	Nowlin	(1991-92)	............................212
	 (tie)	Heidi	Bunek	(1987-88)	...................................212
	 (tie)	Trena	Keys	(1984-85)	.....................................212
—.	 uCharel	Allen	(2006-07)	......................................206

Free Throw Percentage (Individual)
7.	 Beth	Morgan	(1995-96)	........................................ .854
8.	 Krissi	Davis	(1990-91)	.......................................... .849
9.	 Charel	Allen	(2004-05)	......................................... .847
10.	 Carey	Poor	(1992-93)	.......................................... .845
—.	 uCharel	Allen	(2006-07)	...................... .841	(90-107)

Blocked Shots (Individual - Freshman)
1.	 Shari	Matvey	(1979-80)	..........................................94
2.	 Ruth	Riley	(1997-98)	...............................................71
3.	 uErica	Williamson	(2006-07)	................................39
4.	 Jacqueline	Batteast	(2001-02)	................................36

Total Minutes (Individual)
8.	 Alicia	Ratay	(2002-03)	........................................1,070
9.	 Megan	Duffy	(2003-04)	......................................1,066
10.	 Jacqueline	Batteast	(2003-04)	...........................1,052
—.	 uCharel	Allen	(2006-07)	...................................1,045

Average Minutes (Individual)
2.	 Megan	Duffy	(2004-05)	........................................37.0
3.	 Mary	Gavin	(1986-87)	..........................................35.1
4.	 Alicia	Ratay	(2001-02)	........................................33.83
5.	 Sheila	McMillen	(1998-99)	.................................33.81
6.	 uCharel	Allen	(2006-07)	.....................................33.7

Free Throw Percentage (Team)
1.	 u.760	(500-658)	........................................... 2006-07
2.	 .743	................................................................1996-97
3.	 .742	................................................................2002-03

Steals (Team)
3.	 344	.................................................................1995-96
4.	 335	.................................................................1994-95
5.	 u329	............................................................. 2006-07

Forced Turnovers (Team)
1.	 731	.................................................................1996-97
2.	 725	.................................................................1990-91
3.	 664	.................................................................1997-98
—.	 u637	............................................................. 2006-07

Top	Freshman	Scorers	
in	BIG	EAST

Michael	(SU)	 17.3
Prince	(RU)		 12.9
Charles	(UCONN)	 12.7
uBarlow	(ND)	 10.5
Jacobs	(UC)	 8.4
Holmes	(PC)	 7.3
Getty*	(VU)		 7.0
Threatt	(DPU)	 6.9
McCorvey	(STJ)	 6.8
uLechlitner	(ND)	 6.4
uWilliamson	(ND)	 6.1
Ray	(RU)	 	 5.8
 through games of March 18
* - redshirt freshman
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reserve	in	the	post	for	Notre	Dame	this	season,	
with	6.1	points	and	5.4	rebounds	per	game	(the	
latter	figure	standing	third	on	the	team).	She	also	
is	tied	for	eighth	in	the	BIG	EAST	with	1.3	blocks	
per	 game,	 while	 her	 1.13	 bpg.	 in	 conference	
play	put	her	11th	 in	 the	 loop.	The	6-4	center	
also	found	her	way	into	the	Irish	record	book,	
setting	a	new	school	standard	for	freshmen	with	
18	rebounds	in	an	overtime	loss	at	South	Florida	
on	Jan.	13.
	 Coming	into	this	season,	Notre	Dame	had	
five	BIG	EAST	All-Freshman	Team	selections,	
with	 Allen	 the	 most	 recent	 honoree	 in	 2005.	
The	 others	 were:	 Ruth	 Riley	 (1998),	 Alicia	
Ratay	(2000),	Jacqueline	Batteast	(2002)	and	
Courtney	LaVere	(2003).

The Deuce Is Loose
Junior	guard	Charel	Allen	 is	playing	some	of	
the	best	basketball	of	her	college	career	during	
the	past	six	weeks.	The	Monessen,	Pa.,	native	
is	averaging	19.4	points	in	the	past	14	games,	
cracking	the	20-point	mark	eight	times	and	scor-
ing	25-or-more	points	on	six	occasions.
	 Allen	also	scored	25+	points	in	Notre	Dame’s	
back-to-back-to-back	wins	over	DePaul,	Villa-
nova	and	Providence.	Previously,	the	last	time	
an	Irish	player	tallied	at	least	25	points	in	three	
consecutive	 games	 was	 from	 March	 17-28,	
1997,	when	Katryna	Gaither	closed	her	career	
with	four	straight	25-point	outings	in	the	NCAA	
Tournament	as	the	Irish	made	their	first	trip	to	
the	Final	Four	—	at	Texas	(29),	vs.	Alabama	(26),	
vs.	George	Washington	(25)	and	vs.	Tennessee	
(28).

Having A Grand Time
On	a	runner	in	the	lane	with	4:19	to	play	at	DePaul	
on	Feb.	26,	junior	guard	Charel	Allen	became	
the	23rd	player	in	school	history	to	score	1,000	
career	points.	Al-
len	 is	 the	 14th	
I r i sh 	 women’s	
cager	 in	 the	past	
13	seasons	to	do	
so,	 with	 at	 least	
one	 Notre	 Dame	
player	scoring	her	1,000th	career	point	in	10	of	
the	past	13	seasons	(1994-95	to	present).

Pine Time Players
Part	of	the	reason	for	Notre	Dame’s	success	this	
season	can	be	traced	to	the	production	the	Irish	
have	gotten	from	their	bench	(comprised	almost	
entirely	of	their	freshmen	class).	The	Notre	Dame	
reserves	 are	 averaging	 23.1	 points	 per	 game	
and	are	outscoring	the	opposition’s	bench	by	
8.5	points	per	game.
	 For	the	year,	the	Irish	second	unit	has	out-
scored	the	opponent	reserves	in	24	of	31	games	
(17-7	record).

On The Learning Curve
While	some	would	agree	Notre	Dame	has	per-
formed	above	outside	expectations	this	season,	
the	youthful	Irish	have	opened	some	eyes	even	
in	defeat.	In	fact,	Notre	Dame	has	been	either	
leading	or	trailing	by	just	one	possession	during	
the	second	half	 in	eight	of	 its	 last	nine	losses	
(three	of	those	coming	at	the	hands	of	Top	25	
opponents).

	 Here’s	 a	 rundown	 of	 those	 “educational”	
losses	for	the	Irish	this	season:
	 •	Dec.	3	vs.	Indiana	(L,	54-51)	—	led	41-33	

with	11:54	to	play	…	had	four	possessions	
to	tie	or	take	lead	in	final	2:45	but	didn’t	
score.

	 •	 Dec.	 30	 at	 #4	 Tennessee	 (L,	 78-54)	 —	
trailed	31-29	one	minute	into	second	half	
before	UT	used	11-2	run	to	take	control.

	 •	 Jan.	 13	 at	 South	 Florida	 (L,	 87-78	 OT)	
—	 forced	 OT	 on	 three-pointer	 with	 11	
seconds	 left	 in	 regulation	…	scored	first	
basket	 of	 OT,	 then	 remained	 within	 one	
possession	for	first	half	of	OT	period	de-
spite	losing	three	players	to	fouls.

	 •	 Jan.	 23	 at	 #17/18	 Marquette	 (L,	 71-62)	
—	missed	FT	that	would	have	tied	game	
at	42-42	with	11:39	left.

	 •	Jan.	31	at	Pittsburgh	(L,	71-62)	—	led	28-26	
at	halftime	…	rallied	from	10-point	deficit	
in	final	three	minutes	and	had	two	looks	at	
tying	3FG	in	final	30	seconds,	but	neither	
shot	connected.

	 •	 Feb.	 24	 vs.	 #21/22	 Rutgers	 (L,	 76-60)	
—	trailed	39-36	with	15:21	to	play	before	
RU	pulled	clear	with	an	11-4	run.

	 •	Feb.	26	at	DePaul	(L,	87-73)	—	led	39-38	
with	19:17	left	before	DPU	went	on	a	10-0	
run	to	move	ahead	for	good.

	 •	March	3	vs.	DePaul	(L,	76-71)	—	led	44-38	
with	17:03	to	play	…	tied	game	at	66-66	
with	3:44	left,	but	missed	second	of	two	FT	
that	would	have	put	team	ahead	…	after	
falling	behind,	had	two	other	chances	to	
tie,	including	3FG	attempt	with	nine	sec-
onds	left,	but	it	rattled	out.

The Best Things In Life Are Free
Notre	Dame	ranks	13th	in	the	nation	in	free	throw	
percentage	(.760),	as	of	March	16.	Should	it	hold	
up,	that	figure	would	shatter	the	school’s	single-
season	record	for	foul	shooting	(.743),	currently	
held	by	the	1996-97	Final	Four	squad.

Clutch When It Counts
Notre	 Dame	 is	 shoot-
ing	 72.6	 percent	 from	
the	 foul	 line	 (119-of-
164)	this	season	inside	
the	final	five	minutes	of	
regulation	 and	 over-
time.
	 Upon	 closer	 in-
spection,	the	Irish	have	
gotten	 some	 of	 their	
most	critical	free	throw	
production	 from	 their	
freshmen	 —	 guards	
Melissa	 Lechlitner	
and	Ashley	Barlow	are	a	combined	32-of-39	
(.821)	at	the	charity	stripe	down	the	stretch.

Poise Under Pressure
The	Irish	are	10-5	this	season	in	games	decided	
by	10	points	or	less,	including	a	5-2	record	when	
the	margin	is	five	points	or	fewer.	Going	back	
the	previous	two	seasons	(2004-05	to	present),	
Notre	Dame	is	13-6	in	five-point	games	and	30-
12	in	10-point	contests	—	with	four	of	those	12	
losses	coming	in	overtime.
	 In	addition,	five	times	this	season,	the	Irish	

G Charel Allen
March	8	 Kodak/WBCA	All-America	Team	Finalist
March	2	 First-Team	All-BIG	EAST
Jan.	22	 BIG	EAST	Player	of	the	Week
Feb.	12	 BIG	EAST	Player	of	the	Week
Dec.	4	 BIG	EAST	Weekly	Honor	Roll
Jan.	8	 BIG	EAST	Weekly	Honor	Roll
Feb.	5	 BIG	EAST	Weekly	Honor	Roll
Feb.	19	 BIG	EAST	Weekly	Honor	Roll

G Ashley Barlow
March	2	 BIG	EAST	All-Freshman	Team

C Melissa D’Amico
Dec.	18	 BIG	EAST	Weekly	Honor	Roll

G Breona Gray
Dec.	11	 BIG	EAST	Weekly	Honor	Roll

G Melissa Lechlitner
March	2	 BIG	EAST	All-Freshman	Team

C Erica Williamson
March	2	 BIG	EAST	All-Freshman	Team

Top Joyce Center Crowds
Rk.	 Date	 Opponent	 Result	 Atten.
	T1.	 1/15/01	 #1	Connecticut	 W,	92-76	 11,418*
	T1.	 2/24/01	 Georgetown	 W,	65-53	 11,418*
	T1.	 12/31/05	 #1	Tennessee	 L,	51-62	 11,418*
	 4.	 2/10/02	 #16	Boston	College	 W,	60-44	 9,676
	 5.	 3/19/01	 Michigan	(NCAA)	 W,	88-54	 9,597
	 6.	 12/3/06	 Indiana	 L,	51-54	 9,494
	 7.	 1/4/03	 #7	Purdue	 L,	54-71	 9,483
	 8.	 1/26/02	 #16	Virginia	Tech	 W,	64-57	 8,878
	 9.	 2/14/04	 Providence	 W,	81-51	 8,760
	10.	 1/13/04	 #4	Connecticut	 W,	66-51	 8,574
	11.	 1/29/02	 Syracuse	 W,	71-46	 8,571
	12.	 3/17/01	 Alcorn	St.	(NCAA)	 W,	98-49	 8,553
	13.	 1/20/03	 #3	Connecticut	 L,	53-72	 8,265
	14.	 2/19/06	 #8	Connecticut	 L,	64-79	 8,193
	15.	 1/12/92	 #2	Tennessee	 L,	82-85	 8,134
	16.	 11/18/01	 Valparaiso	 W,	42-35	 7,960
	17.	 2/26/05	 West	Virginia	 W,	82-57	 7,935
	18.	 1/5/02	 Providence	 W,	72-66	 7,804
	19.	 2/26/02	 Villanova	 L,	45-48	 7,785
	20.	 2/19/02	 West	Virginia	 W,	72-63	 7,709
* = indicates capacity crowd  //  rankings from AP poll
Boldface indicates game played this season

ND	Career	Scoring	Leaders
	18.	 Courtney	LaVere	(02-06)	 1,150
	19.	 Danielle	Green	(95-00)	 1,106
	20.	 Carrie	Bates	(81-85)	 1,060
	21.	 Mollie	Peirick	(94-98)	 1,034
	22.	 uCharel	Allen	(03-p)	 1,032

ND	Free	Throws	In	
Final	5	Minutes	+	OT

Tsipis	 2-2	 1.000
D’Amico	 6-7	 .857
Barlow	 14-17	 .824
Lechlitner	 18-22	 .818
Gaines	 33-41	 .805
Allen	 22-29	 .759
Williamson	11-18	 .611
Ben-Tsvulun	 3-6	 .500
Smith	 1-2	 .500
Gray	 6-15	 .400
Erwin	 2-5	 .400
TOTAL	 119-164	 .726
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have	 sent	 a	 player	
to	the	free	throw	line	
with	 less	 than	 five	
seconds	remaining	in	
regulation	or	overtime	
and	 the	 game	 hang-
ing	in	the	balance.	In	
those	 clutch	 situa-
tions,	Notre	Dame	 is	
9-for-10	at	the	charity	
stripe,	 with	 the	 only	
miss	 being	 a	 semi-
intentional	 one	 by	
senior	guard	Breona	
Gray	 on	 the	 second	
of	 two	 tries	 with	 1.2	
seconds	to	go	in	a	60-
59	 win	 at	 Valparaiso	
on	Dec.	19.

Junior Achievement
The	 common	 basketball	 adage	 holds	 that	
college	 players	 make	 their	 biggest	 improve-
ment	between	their	freshman	and	sophomore	
seasons.	 However,	 for	 Notre	 Dame,	 it’s	 been	
the	 time	 between	 the	 sophomore	 and	 junior	
years	 that	 has	 been	 conducive	 to	 the	 most	
development.
	 Three	of	the	top	four	Irish	scorers	this	season	
are	 juniors	 and	 all	 three	 are	 posting	 the	 best	
scoring	 averages	 of	 their	 careers	 —	 guards	
Charel	Allen	(16.9	ppg.)	and	Tulyah	Gaines	(9.6	
ppg.),	and	center	Melissa	D’Amico	(8.1	ppg.).	
Allen	came	into	the	year	with	an	8.1	ppg.	career	
average,	while	D’Amico	had	a	two-year	ratio	of	
4.0	ppg.,	and	Gaines	was	averaging	3.7	ppg.	
Between	them,	the	junior	trio	had	a	combined	
37	double-figure	scoring	games	in	two	seasons	
entering	 the	2006-07	campaign	—	so	 far	 this	
year	alone,	they	have	54	double-digit	efforts.

Spread The Wealth
The	Irish	have	fielded	at	least	three	double-figure	
scorers	 in	 19	 games	 this	 season,	 going	 15-4	
in	those	contests	(losses	at	Penn	State,	South	
Florida,	No.	17/18	Marquette	and	DePaul).	Notre	
Dame	also	has	had	four	double-figure	scorers	
on	11	occasions	(9-2	record,	losses	at	USF	in	
overtime	and	at	DePaul)	and	five	double-digit	
scorers	four	times	(3-1).

The Five-Finger Discount
Notre	 Dame’s	 aggressive	 defense	 has	 forced	
20.5	turnovers	per	game	this	season,	 logging	
20-or-more	takeaways	in	19	games.	In	addition,	
the	Irish	caused	an	opponent	season-high	30	
turnovers	at	Michigan	on	Dec.	1,	 the	first	30-
turnover	 outing	 by	 the	 Notre	 Dame	 defense	
since	Feb.	25,	2004	(37	turnovers	by	Miami	at	
the	Joyce	Center).
	 The	Irish	also	lead	the	BIG	EAST	Conference	
with	10.61	steals	per	night.	In	fact,	Notre	Dame	
has	posted	double-digit	steal	totals	in	19	games	
this	 season,	with	 junior	guard	Tulyah	Gaines	
committing	the	most	larcenies	to	date	(65,	2.1	
per	game,	sixth	in	BIG	EAST).
	 In	addition,	Notre	Dame	has	 three	players	
(Gaines,	junior	guard	Charel	Allen	and	freshman	
guard	Ashley	Barlow)	with	at	least	60	steals	this	
season.	That	feat	had	not	been	accomplished	
by	 the	 Irish	 since	 1996-97,	 when	 Jeannine	

Augustin	(92),	Katryna	Gaither	(76)	and	Beth	
Morgan	 (66)	all	eclipsed	the	60-steal	mark	 in	
leading	 Notre	 Dame	 to	 the	 NCAA	 Final	 Four	
(the	Irish	finished	with	394	thefts	that	year,	the	
second-highest	total	in	school	history).

Game #31 Recap: California
Notre	 Dame	 had	 green	 uniforms,	 green	 fin-
gernails	 and	 one	 of	 the	 greenest	 lineups	 in	
the	 NCAA	 women’s	 tournament.	 By	 the	 end	
of	a	tightly	played	game	that	tested	the	 inex-
perienced	Irish’s	nerves	and	composure,	they	
looked	liked	veterans.
	 Junior	 guard	 Tulyah	 Gaines	 made	 two	
free	throws	with	16.5	seconds	remaining	after	
junior	 guard	 Charel	 Allen	 scored	 a	 key	 bas-
ket	 and	 set	 up	 another,	 and	 the	 Irish	 rallied	
for	 a	 62-59	 victory	 over	 California	 in	 the	 first	
round	of	the	NCAA	Tournament	Sunday	at	the	
Petersen	Events	Center	in	Pittsburgh.
	 The	 ninth-seeded	 Irish	 (20-11)	 relied	 on	
Allen’s	13	points	and	freshman	guard	Melissa	
Lechlitner’s	 12	 to	 advance	 to	 a	 second-
round	 game	 Tuesday	 in	 the	 Dallas	 Regional	
against	top-seeded	North	Carolina	(31-3),	also	
in	Pittsburgh.
	 The	Irish	reached	the	second	round	for	the	
11th	time	in	12	years	despite	having	only	two	
seniors	—	a	lack	of	experience	that	led	to	them	
being	 picked	 to	 finish	 11th	 in	 the	 Big	 East.	
Maybe	 it	was	 fitting	 they	painted	 their	 finger-
nails	green,	a	 tradition	any	time	the	 Irish	play	
on	 or	 near	 St.	 Patrick’s	 Day,	 and	 wore	 green	
uniforms	 for	 the	 first	 time	 since	 last	 year’s	
NCAA	Tournament.
	 Allen,	a	former	Pittsburgh	area	high	school	
star	playing	before	a	contingent	of	hometown	
fans,	 had	 an	 uneven	 game.	 She	 missed	 10	
shots	on	6-of-16	shooting,	turned	the	ball	over	
four	 times	and	did	 little	offensively	 for	a	 long	
stretch	 of	 the	 second	 half	 as	 Cal	 (23-9)	 ral-
lied	from	a	36-25	deficit	to	take	four	separate	
leads.	Almost	all	the	Bears’	offense	came	from	
sophomore	 inside	players	Ashley	Walker	 (20	
points)	and	Devanei	Hampton	(13	points).
	 But	 after	 Walker	 missed	 two	 free	 throws,	
senior	forward	Crystal	Erwin	scored	on	a	feed	
in	 the	 lane	 from	Allen,	 and	Allen	 then	 scored	
herself	after	freshman	guard	Ashley	Barlow’s	
steal	to	make	it	56-51.
	 Freshman	center	Erica	Williamson	scored	
from	 the	 lane	 to	 up	 the	 Irish’s	 lead	 to	 seven	
points,	but	the	Bears	had	one	more	comeback	
left	 in	 them.	 Lauren	 Greif	 hit	 a	 three-pointer	
and	Natasha	Vital	scored	on	a	four-player	fast	
break	to	cut	it	to	58-56.
	 Lechlitner,	 one	 of	 the	 Irish’s	 four	 rookies,	
gave	the	Bears	another	chance	by	missing	the	
front	 end	 of	 a	 one-and-one	 with	 31	 seconds	
to	 go.	 But	 Hampton	 dribbled	 the	 ball	 out	 of	
bounds	off	 her	 foot	with	19	seconds	 remain-
ing,	and	Gaines	took	advantage	by	making	her	
two	free	throws.
	 Greif	 made	 three	 free	 throws	 after	 being	
fouled	 on	 a	 three-point	 attempt	 with	 seven	
seconds	 remaining,	 but	 the	 Irish	 dribbled	
the	 clock	 down	 to	 a	 half-second	 remaining.	
Lechlitner	then	made	two	more	free	throws	to	
seal	it	and	end	Notre	Dame’s	three-game	los-
ing	streak.
	 The	 Irish	 played	 at	 the	 Petersen	 Events	

Day	of	the	Week
Sunday	 4-1
Monday	 1-1
Tuesday	 5-1
Wednesday	 4-1
Thursday	 1-1
Friday	 2-1
Saturday	 3-5

Time	of	Game
Day	games	(before	6	p.m	local	time)	 9-5
Night	games	(6	p.m.	or	later	local	time)	 11-6

Location
Home	games	 14-2
Road	games	 5-8
Neutral	site	games	 1-1

Halftime	score
Leading	at	the	half	 15-2
Tied	at	the	half	 2-0
Trailing	at	the	half	 3-9

Rebounding	margin
Grab	more	rebounds	than	opponents	 14-4
Grab	same	number	of	rebounds	as	opponents	 0-0
Grab	fewer	rebounds	than	opponents	 6-7

Field	goal	shooting
Higher	pct.	than	opponent	 13-3
Lower	pct.	than	opponent	 7-8
Shoot	45%	or	better	 10-0
Shoot	less	than	45%	 10-10
Hold	opponent	under	40%	 8-3

Free	throw	margin
Make	more	free	throws	 17-2
Make	same	number	of	free	throws	 0-1
Make	fewer	free	throws	 3-8

Turnovers
Commit	fewer	turnovers	 14-5
Commit	same	number	of	turnovers	 3-1
Commit	more	turnovers	 3-5

Miscellaneous
Vs.	Top	25	(AP	or	ESPN/USA Today	polls)	 2-4
On	television	 5-8
In	white	jerseys	 12-2
In	alternate	white	jerseys	 2-1
In	blue	jerseys	 5-8
In	green	jerseys	 1-0

Margin	of	Victory
1-5	points	 5-2
6-10	points	 5-3
11-15	points	 1-2
16-20	points	 4-2
21+	points	 5-2
In	overtime	games	 1-1

Conference	Affiliation
Atlantic	10	 1-0
BIG	EAST	 10-7
Big	Ten	 2-2
Mid-American	 3-0
Mid-Continent	 2-0
Pac-10	 1-1
Southeastern	 0-1
SWAC	 1-0

Month
November	 4-2
December	 5-2
January	 4-4
February	 6-2
March	 1-1

’06-07	ND	Free	Throws	
In	Final	Five	Seconds

Ashley	Barlow	 Nov.	13
2-2 vs. BG; ND up 2 with 
:03.8 left in overtime
Tulyah	Gaines	 Dec.	1
2-2* @ Mich; ND down 1 
with :03.3 left in 2nd half
Charel	Allen	 Dec.	1
2-2* @ Mich; ND up 1 with 
:00.7 left in 2nd half
Breona	Gray	 Dec.	19
1-2 @ Valpo; ND tied with 
:01.2 left in 2nd half
Melissa	Lechlitner	 March	18
2-2 vs. Cal; ND up 1 with 
:00.5 left in 2nd half
* = one-and-one situation
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	 University	of	Notre	Dame	head	women’s	basketball	coach	
Muffet	McGraw	announced	Nov.	8	that	three	of	the	country’s	
top	 high	 school	 student-athletes	 have	 chosen	 to	 continue	
their	academic	and	athletic	careers	with	the	Irish,	each	sign-
ing	a	National	Letter	of	Intent	to	attend	Notre	Dame	beginning	
in	 the	 fall	 of	 2007.	 Becca	 Bruszewski,	 a	 6-1	 forward	 from	
Valparaiso,	 Ind.	 (Wheeler	 High	 School),	 Brittany	 Mallory,	 a	
5-10	 guard	 from	 Baltimore,	 Md.	 (McDonogh	 School)	 and	
Devereaux	Peters,	a	6-2	forward	from	Chicago,	Ill.	(Fenwick	
High	School)	all	made	their	official	commitments	to	the	Irish	
during	the	early	signing	period.
	 All	 three	 student-athletes	are	 rated	among	 the	 top	100	
players	 in	 the	 land	 by	 Blue Star Basketball,	 with	 that	 outlet	
also	ranking	the	Notre	Dame	 incoming	class	of	2007	as	the	
No.	11	group	in	the	nation.	It	marks	the	11th	consecutive	year	
the	Irish	have	attracted	a	Top	25	recruiting	class,	a	streak	only	
two	other	programs	(Connecticut	and	Tennessee)	can	match.
	 “I	think	we’ve	done	a	tremendous	job	of	addressing	our	
needs	with	the	addition	of	these	three	ladies,”	McGraw	said.	
“We’re	getting	some	very	skilled	offensive	players	who	will	fit	
well	into	our	system.	There’s	a	good	balance	between	perim-
eter	shooting	and	rebounding,	and	I	think	rebounding	was	the	
area	that	we	felt	was	our	biggest	need.	What	I	also	like	about	
these	players	is	that	they’re	smart,	competitive	athletes	who	
catch	on	to	new	ideas	and	concepts	quickly.	They’re	all	going	
to	complement	our	current	team	very	well	and	we’re	excited	
to	have	them	join	our	program	next	year.”
	 A	capsule	look	at	the	three	newest	additions	to	the	Irish	
women’s	basketball	 team	 follows,	with	complete	bios	avail-
able	 on-line	 at	 the	 following	 web	 address:	 http://und.cstv.
com/sports/w-baskbl/spec-rel/110806aab.html

BECCA	BRUSZEWSKI	(broo-SHEFF-skee)
6-1,	F	(Valparaiso,	Ind./Wheeler)
18.3	 ppg.,	 9.7	 rpg.,	 2.3	 bpg.	 in	 her	 three-year	 career	 at	
Wheeler	 High	 School	 in	 Valparaiso,	 Ind.	 …	 22.5	 ppg.,	 10.1	
rpg.,	 3.1	 spg.,	 2.5	 apg.,	 2.2	 bpg.	 last	 season	 with	 three	
triple-doubles	 to	 her	 credit;	 also	 second-ranked	 scorer	 in	
Indiana	Class	2A	…	holds	school	 records	 for	single-season	
points	(457),	rebounds	(269)	and	blocked	shots	(103),	as	well	
as	 Porter	 County	 freshman	 scoring	 record	 …	 first	 player	 in	
school	history	to	average	a	double-double,	doing	so	as	both	
a	sophomore	(2004-05)	and	junior	(2005-06)	…	ranked	44th	in	
nation	(10th	among	small	forwards)	by	Dan Olson Collegiate 
Girls Basketball Report	…	ranked	58th	in	nation	by	Blue Star 
Basketball	…	ranked	No.	19	wing	forward	in	nation	by	All-Star 
Girls Report	(ASGR)	…	two-time	Street & Smith’s	preseason	
honorable	mention	All-American	…	two-time	honorable	men-
tion	all-state	selection	…	three-time	all-area	pick	…	three-time	
all-Lake	Athletic	Conference	(Blue)	choice,	including	two-time	
Player	of	the	Year	…	2006	Indiana	Junior	All-Star	Core	Team	
…	finished	third	in	voting	for	2007	Indiana	Miss	Basketball.

BRITTANY	MALLORY,	5-10,	G	(Baltimore,	Md./McDonogh)
19.6	ppg.,	7.0	rpg.,	3.5	apg.,	4.1	spg.	during	the	past	two	sea-
sons	at	McDonogh	School	in	Owings	Mills,	Md.	…	20.1	ppg.,	
7.8	apg.,	3.2	spg.,	4.6	spg.	and	52	three-pointers	made	as	a	
sophomore	in	2004-05,	 leading	McDonogh	to	a	23-6	record	
…	came	back	with	19.1	ppg.,	6.2	rpg.,	3.8	apg.	and	3.5	spg.	
last	season	as	a	junior	while	helping	Eagles	to	a	20-8	record	
…	has	scored	1,356	points	 in	her	 three-year	prep	career	…	
played	 for	Maryland	Choice	AAU	squad	 that	 reached	semi-
finals	 at	 2005	 Junior	 Olympics	 …	 missed	 stint	 with	 Fairfax	
Stars	AAU	team	in	2006	(knee	injury)	…	ranked	96th	in	nation	
by	Blue Star Basketball	…	two-time	all-state	selection,	as	well	
as	two-time	first-team	all-metro	choice	by	the	Baltimore Sun	
…	made	IAAM	All-Star	Team	past	two	seasons.

DEVEREAUX	PETERS,	6-2,	F	(Chicago,	Ill./Fenwick)
11.3	ppg.,	6.6	rpg.,	.583	field	goal	percentage	in	three	years	at	
Fenwick	High	School	in	Oak	Park,	Ill.	…	averaged	12.9	ppg.,	
team-bests	of	7.7	rpg.,	2.7	bpg.	and	a	.605	field	goal	percent-
age	(178-of-294)	 last	season	…	had	12.7	ppg.,	7.7	rpg.	and	
a	 .598	 field	 goal	 percentage	 (186-of-311)	 as	 sophomore	 …	
team	has	posted	a	99-9	(.917)	record	since	she	first	suited	up	
for	the	Friars	…	played	AAU	ball	with	Chicago	Hoops	Express	
…	 ranked	 21st	 in	 nation	 (fourth	 among	 power	 forwards)	 by	
Dan Olson Collegiate Girls Basketball Report	…	ranked	24th	
in	nation	by	Blue Star Basketball	…	ranked	31st	in	nation	(sev-
enth	among	power	forwards)	by	All-Star Girls Report	(ASGR)	
…	 ranked	 35th	 in	 nation	 (12th	 among	 forwards)	 by	 Scout.
com	…	2007	McDonald’s	All-American	…	2006-07	USA To-
day	Super	25	Preseason	Team	…	three-time	Street & Smith’s	
honorable	mention	All-American	(2004-06)	…	two-time	adidas	
Top	Ten	Camp	All-Star	…	2006	all-state	selection	…	’06	East	
Suburban	Catholic	Conference	Most	Valuable	Player	…	two-
time	all-conference	choice	(2005,	2006).

Center	 earlier	 this	 season	 —	 a	 71-62	 loss	 to	
Pitt	on	Jan.	31	—	and	they	clearly	looked	more	
comfortable	at	the	start	in	opening	a	12-2	lead.	
The	noon	start	also	couldn’t	have	helped	 the	
Golden	Bears,	who	looked	to	still	be	on	Pacific	
time	in	their	first	game	in	two	weeks.
	 What	helped	the	Irish	was	Hampton	—	the	
Pac-10	Player	of	 the	Year	—	getting	 into	 foul	
trouble	and	having	to	sit	out	12	minutes	in	the	
first	half.	She	drew	her	third	foul	with	about	5	
1/2	minutes	remaining,	shortly	after	returning.
	 The	6-1	Walker,	Cal’s	other	strong	sopho-
more	inside	player,	kept	the	Bears	from	getting	
too	 far	down	by	going	10-of-10	 from	the	 foul	
line	and	scoring	12	of	their	23	first-half	points	
as	the	Irish	led	32-23	at	halftime.

Noting The California Win
•	 Notre	Dame	advances	to	the	second	round	

of	the	NCAA	Tournament	for	the	11th	time	
in	the	past	12	seasons.

•	 Notre	 Dame	 registers	 its	 20th	 victory	 of	
the	year,	posting	its	13th	20-win	season	in	
the	past	14	years	and	17th	in	the	20-year	
Muffet	McGraw	era.

•	 The	Irish	are	34-5	(.872)	against	first-time	
opponents	in	the	past	12	seasons	(1995-96	
to	 present),	 including	 a	 14-1	 (.933)	 mark	
since	2000-01	and	a	11-2	(.846)	record	in	
NCAA	Tournament	games	 (and	an	active	
11-game	win	streak	in	NCAA	play).

•	 Notre	Dame	gains	its	first-ever	win	over	a	
Pac-10	Conference	opponent	in	the	NCAA	
Tournament	 (now	1-2)	and	rises	to	18-16	
(.529)	all-time	against	Pac-10	teams.

•	 The	 Irish	 wore	 their	 green	 road	 uniforms	
in	Sunday’s	NCAA	opener	vs.	Cal,	the	first	
time	all	season	they	have	sported	the	green	
threads;	Notre	Dame	is	5-5	(.500)	all-time	
when	 wearing	 the	 green	 in	 postseason	
play,	winning	an	NCAA	Tournament	game	
in	those	colors	for	the	first	time	since	March	
17,	2001	(98-49	vs.	Alcorn	State).

•	 The	Irish	registered	at	least	10	steals	for	the	
19th	time	this	season;	they	also	now	have	
329	steals	this	season,	which	is	fifth	on	the	
school’s	single-season	chart.

•	 The	 Irish	 attempted	 18	 three-point	 field	
goals,	 tying	 for	 their	 third-highest	 total	
ever	in	the	NCAA	Tournament	(most	since	
program-record	24	vs.	Southwest	Missouri	
State	on	March	21,	2004).

•	 Freshman	 guard	 Ashley	 Barlow	 tied	 her	
career	 highs	 for	 rebounds	 (10;	 also	 vs.	
Bowling	Green	on	Nov.	13)	and	assists	(4;	
three	other	times,	most	recently	vs.	George-
town	on	Feb.	21).

•	 Barlow	also	had	two	steals,	giving	him	60	
thefts	for	the	season.	She’s	the	third	Irish	
player	this	year	to	reach	the	60-steal	mile-
stone,	marking	the	first	time	since	1996-97	
that	Notre	Dame	has	fielded	three	60-steal	
players	in	the	same	season.

•	 Junior	 guard	 Charel	 Allen	 now	 has	 the	
third-highest	single-season	point	total	ever	
posted	 by	 a	 Notre	 Dame	 junior	 with	 524	
markers;	she	passed	Jacqueline	Batteast	
(512	 in	 2003-04)	 and	 Ruth	 Riley	 (518	 in	
1999-2000)	Sunday	vs.	California.

•	 Freshman	 guard	 Melissa	 Lechlitner	
notched	 her	 eighth	 double-digit	 scoring	

game	 of	 the	 season,	 with	 four	 of	 those	
coming	in	the	past	eight	outings.	

2006-07: The Anniversary Season
•	 2006-07	marks	 the	30th	season	of	Notre	

Dame	 women’s	 basketball,	 with	 the	 Irish	
having	compiled	an	all-time	record	of	613-
277	(.689)	since	making	their	varsity	debut	
in	1977-78.	Actually,	Notre	Dame	spent	its	
first	three	seasons	at	the	Division	III	level,	
playing	under	the	banner	of	 the	Associa-
tion	of	Intercollegiate	Athletics	for	Women	
(AIAW)	before	making	the	move	to	Division	
I	status	in	1980-81	(the	NCAA	began	spon-
soring	a	women’s	basketball	championship	
the	 following	 season).	 The	 Irish	 have	 an	
overall	Division	I	record	of	564-257	(.687).

•	 This	year	also	represents	Muffet	McGraw’s	
20th	 season	 as	 the	 head	 women’s	 bas-
ketball	coach	at	Notre	Dame	and	her	25th	
campaign	 overall,	 including	 her	 five-year	
run	at	Lehigh	(1982-87).	McGraw’s	record	
is	a	stellar	one	—	she	is	449-178	(.716)	at	
the	helm	of	the	Irish	and	has	a	career	record	
of	537-219	(.710)	in	her	silver	anniversary	
season	on	the	sidelines.

•	 In	addition,	Notre	Dame	is	celebrating	the	
35th	anniversary	of	women’s	athletics	at	the	
University	during	the	2006-07	season.	All	
Irish	women’s	sports	teams	will	hold	events	
to	 commemorate	 this	
milestone	 during	 their	
respective	 seasons.	
What’s	 more,	 all	 Notre	
Dame	 women’s	 teams	
are	 sporting	 35th	 an-
niversary	 logo	 patches	
on	their	uniforms	for	the	
’06-07	campaign.

Half And Half
During	the	past	seven	seasons,	Notre	Dame	has	
been	nearly	unbeatable	when	it	has	the	lead	at	
halftime.	The	Irish	are	124-12	(.912)	since	the	
start	of	 the	2000-01	campaign	when	 they	go	
into	the	dressing	room	with	the	lead,	including	
wins	in	52	of	their	last	58	such	contests.	Notre	
Dame	has	led	at	the	break	17	times	this	year,	
winning	on	15	occasions.	The	Jan.	31	loss	at	
Pittsburgh	was	Notre	Dame’s	first	setback	when	
leading	at	the	half	since	Jan.	7,	2006	(led	Seton	
Hall	32-27,	but	ended	up	losing,	74-61	at	the	
Joyce	Center).

The Best Offense Is A Good Defense…
During	 the	 past	 12	 seasons,	 Notre	 Dame	
has	 discovered	 that	 a	 solid	 defensive	 effort	
can	 almost	 certainly	 guarantee	 a	 victory.	 In	
fact,	since	the	beginning	of	 the	1995-96	sea-
son	 (Notre	 Dame’s	 first	 in	 the	 BIG	 EAST	
Conference),	the	Irish	have	an	amazing	168-10	
(.944)	 record	when	 they	hold	 their	opponents	
below	 60	 points	 in	 a	 game.	 Notre	 Dame	 has	
held	 10	 foes	 to	 less	 than	 60	 points	 this	 sea-
son,	and	is	9-1	in	those	games	(losing	only	to	
Indiana).

…But Sometimes You Have To Score If 
You Want To Win
Not	 resting	 solely	 on	 its	 defensive	 laurels,	
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Notre Dame Student-Athletes Rank 
Among Nation’s Best
Whether	 measured	 by	 the	 federal	 government	 in	 its	
Department	of	Education	report	or	by	the	NCAA	through	 its	
newer	Graduation	Success	Rate	(GSR)	numbers,	graduation	
rates	for	Notre	Dame	student-athletes	again	rank	among	the	
national	 leaders	 in	 all	 major	 categories	 among	 all	 Division	
I-A	 football-playing	 colleges	 and	 universities,	 according	 to	
statistics	released	Nov.	9	by	the	NCAA.
	 The	federally-mandated	NCAA	Graduation-Rates	Report,	
the	16th	such	survey	 issued	by	the	association,	covers	stu-
dents	 who	 enrolled	 between	 1996	 and	 1999	 at	 all	 Division	
I	 institutions.	The	NCAA	bases	graduation	 rates	on	 the	 raw	
percentage	of	student-athletes	who	entered	an	institution	and	
graduated	within	six	years.	Students	who	leave	or	transfer	are	
considered	 non-graduates.	 All	 those	 receiving	 athletics	 aid	
are	included	in	the	statistics.
	 Using	the	federal	formula,	Notre	Dame	graduated	a	four-
year	average	of	89	percent,	behind	Duke	at	90	percent,	and	
ahead	of	Stanford	and	Northwestern	(88	percent).
	 Notre	 Dame	 ranks	 second	 among	 Division	 I-A	 football	
schools	 (and	 also	 among	 all	 318	 I-A	 programs)	 on	 another	
scale,	called	the	GSR,	which	was	instituted	two	years	ago	by	
the	NCAA.	The	University’s	98	percent	GSR	for	all	its	student-
athletes	is	second	only	to	the	99	percent	of	the	United	States	
Naval	 Academy,	 which	 is	 exempt	 from	 the	 federal	 survey	
because	it	does	not	offer	grants-in-aid	to	student-athletes.
	 The	GSR	was	created	 to	more	accurately	 reflect	actual	
graduation	rates	by	including	transfer	data	in	the	calculation.	
College	and	university	presidents	asked	the	NCAA	to	develop	
a	 new	 methodology	 that	 takes	 into	 account	 the	 mobility	
among	students	in	today’s	higher	education	environment.
	 Among	 627	 student-athletes	 who	 completed	 all	 four	
years	of	athletic	eligibility	at	Notre	Dame	from	among	those	
entering	over	a	10-year	period	 from	1990-91	 through	1999-
2000,	99	percent	earned	their	degrees.
	 Notre	 Dame	 graduated	 94	 percent	 of	 all	 women	 com-
peting	 in	 varsity	 athletics,	 to	 rank	 second	 (tied	 with	 Duke),	
behind	only	Northwestern’s	 95	percent	 rate	 among	 its	peer	
institutions	 based	 on	 the	 federal	 calculations.	 Notre	 Dame	
also	graduated	75	percent	of	its	black	student-athletes.
	 In	 the	 GSR	 standings,	 Notre	 Dame	 finished	 second	
among	all	student-athletes	at	98	percent	(behind	only	the	U.S.	
Naval	Academy	at	99),	 fourth	among	black	student-athletes	
at	91	percent	(behind	the	Naval	Academy	at	96,	Northwestern	
at	93	and	Wake	Forest	at	93)	and	tied	for	fourth	among	female	
student-athletes	at	99	percent	(Vanderbilt,	Northwestern	and	
the	Naval	Academy	finished	at	100).

Academic All-Americans
Entering	the	2006-07	academic	year,	Notre	Dame	ranks	sec-
ond	in	the	nation	with	176	Academic	All-America®	selections,	
including	 14	 last	 year	 alone.	 The	 Academic	 All-America®	
Program	 is	 administered	 by	 the	 College	 Sports	 Information	
Directors	of	America	(CoSIDA),	whose	membership	votes	on	
the	award	winners,	and	the	program	is	sponsored	this	year	by	
ESPN The Magazine.
	 The	 Notre	 Dame	 women’s	 basketball	 program	 has	
produced	five	Academic	All-America®	honorees	in	its	30-year	
history,	with	those	five	players	winning	a	total	of	seven	cita-
tions.	In	addition,	two-time	first-team	Academic	All-America®	
pick	 Ruth	 Riley	 was	 tapped	 as	 the	 2001	 Academic	 All-
America®	Women’s	Basketball	Team	Member	of	the	Year,	as	
well	as	the	Academic	All-America®	Team	Member	of	the	Year.	
Riley	also	 is	one	of	only	10	student-athletes	 in	Notre	Dame	
history	 to	 earn	 All-American	 and	 Academic	 All-America®	
honors	twice	in	her	career.
	 Last	 year,	 Megan	 Duffy	 was	 named	 a	 first-team	
Academic	All-America®	selection,	becoming	the	second	Irish	
player	ever	to	attain	that	distinction.	Duffy	graduated	in	May	
2006	with	a	3.576	grade-point	average	 (GPA)	and	a	degree	
in	psychology	and	computer	applications	from	Notre	Dame’s	
College	 of	 Arts	 and	 Letters.	 She	 also	 garnered	 Dean’s	 List	
honors	 in	 four	 of	 her	 final	 five	 semesters	 (spring	 2004,	 fall	
2004,	spring	2005,	fall	2005).

ND	Women’s	Basketball	Academic	All-Americans
Megan	Duffy	 2006	(First	Team)
Maggie	Lally	 1980,	1981	(Second	Team)
Shari	Matvey	 1981	(Second	Team)
Ruth	Riley	 2000,	2001*	(First	Team)
Mary	Beth	Schueth	 1983	(Second	Team)

* = also Academic All-America® Women’s Basketball Team Member of the Year 
and Academic All-America® Team Member of the Year

Notre	 Dame	 also	 seemingly	 has	 found	 the	
magic	 mark	 when	 it	 comes	 to	 outscoring	
its	 opponents.	 During	 the	 past	 12	 seasons	
(1995-96	to	present),	the	Irish	are	100-3	(.971)	
when	they	score	at	least	80	points	in	a	game.	
The	 only	 blemishes	 on	 that	 record	 are	 a	 pair	
of	overtime	 losses	 to	Texas	A&M	 (88-84)	and	
Michigan	State	 (87-83)	 in	1995	and	a	106-81	
loss	to	Connecticut	in	1998.
	 Notre	 Dame	 has	 topped	 the	 80-point	
mark	nine	times	this	season,	winning	on	each	
occasion	 (Central	 Michigan,	 Bowling	 Green,	
Western	 Michigan,	 Richmond,	 Prairie	 View	
A&M,	 Cincinnati,	 St.	 John’s,	 Syracuse	 and	
Providence).	 The	 nine	 80-point	 games	 are	
the	most	for	the	Irish	in	a	single	season	since	
2000-01,	when	Notre	Dame	reached	that	level	
15	times	during	its	run	to	the	national	champi-
onship.

Now That’s A Home Court Advantage
One	of	the	hallmarks	of	Notre	Dame’s	success	
has	been	 its	stellar	play	at	home.	 In	 fact,	 the	
Irish	have	been	virtually	untouchable	at	home	
in	 recent	 years,	winning	149	of	 their	 last	 167	
games	(.892)	at	the	11,418-seat	Joyce	Center,	
including	winning	streaks	of	51	and	25	games	
in	 that	 span.	 Notre	 Dame	 also	 has	 an	 87-13	
(.870)	record	in	BIG	EAST	Conference	play	at	
the	Joyce	Center,	sporting	a	31-game	 league	
winning	streak	at	home	before	it	ended	with	a	
48-45	loss	to	Villanova	in	the	’02	home	finale.
	 The	 Irish	 have	 been	 particularly	 strong	
when	 it	 comes	 to	 non-conference	 games	 at	
home,	 winning	 64	 of	 their	 last	 69	 non-BIG	
EAST	 contests	 (.928)	 at	 the	 Joyce	 Center,	
dating	 back	 to	 the	 1994-95	 season.	 Four	 of	
the	 losses	 in	 that	span	came	at	 the	hands	of	
Big	 Ten	 Conference	 opponents	 —	 Wisconsin	
in	 1996	 (81-69),	 Purdue	 in	 2003	 (71-54),		
Michigan	State	in	2004	(82-73	OT)	and	Indiana	
this	year	 (54-51),	with	 the	 fifth	defeat	coming	
to	 Tennessee	 last	 year	 (62-51).	 The	 Purdue	
loss	also	snapped	a	33-game	non-conference	
home	 winning	 streak	 which	 began	 after	 the	
UW	setback.
	 Since	 its	 inaugural	 season	 in	 1977-78,	
Notre	Dame	has	played	all	of	its	games	at	the	
Joyce	Center,	posting	a	299-79	(.791)	record	at	
the	venerable	facility.	Three	times	(1999-2000,	
2000-01	and	2003-04),	the	Irish	went	a	perfect	
15-0	at	home,	setting	a	school	record	for	home	
wins	in	a	season.	The	2006-07	campaign	tied	
for	the	most	regular-season	home	games	(16)	
in	school	history,	although	in	2004-05,	the	Irish	
played	host	to	all	four	rounds	of	the	Preseason	
WNIT	 before	 its	 regular	 12-game	 home	 slate	
began.

Oh Captain, My Captain
Senior	 guard	 Breona	 Gray	 and	 junior	 guard	
Tulyah	 Gaines	 are	 team	 captains	 for	 the	
2006-07	 season.	 Both	 players	 are	 serving	 as	
captains	for	the	first	time	in	their	careers,	and	
each	received	the	captain’s	honor	 following	a	
vote	of	their	teammates	prior	to	the	season.

Notre Dame On The Small Screen
Notre	Dame	has	had	13	of	its	games	televised	
during	 the	 2006-07	 season.	 Highlighting	 this	
year’s	 television	 docket	 were	 five	 nationally-

televised	 Irish	 women’s	 basketball	 contests,	
including	a	pair	of	games	on	the	ESPN	family	
of	 networks	 a	 week	 apart	 in	 early	 February.	
In	addition,	all	of	Notre	Dame’s	games	 in	 the	
NCAA	Tournament	are	televised	nationally.
	 This	 year’s	 TV	 slate	 continues	 a	 recent	
trend	that	has	seen	the	Irish	become	a	regular	
fixture	on	television.	Beginning	with	the	NCAA	
championship	season	of	2000-01	and	continu-
ing	through	this	year,	Notre	Dame	has	played	
in	84	televised	games,	 including	51	that	were	
broadcast	nationally.	

States of Grace
Notre	 Dame	 is	 one	
of	 12	 schools	 in	 the	
country	 to	 have	 more	
than	 one	 player	 on	
its	 roster	 who	 was	
named	 a	 high	 school	
Player	 of	 the	 Year	 in	
their	home	state.	 Irish	
junior	 guard	 Tulyah	
Gaines	 was	 tapped	
as	the	2004	Gatorade	
Nevada	 Player	 of	 the	
Year,	 while	 sopho-
more	 guard	 Lindsay	
Schrader	was	chosen	
as	the	2005	Illinois	Miss	Basketball	and	Illinois	
Gatorade	Player	of	the	Year.

Joyce Center Arena Renovation On Tap
On	Oct.	5,	Notre	Dame	announced	plans	for	a	
nearly	$25	million	renovation	of	the	Joyce	Center	
arena,	including	new	chairback	seating,	a	four-
sided	digital	video	scoreboard,	and	a	club/hos-
pitality	area	(as	part	of	a	new	two-story	addition	
to	be	built	on	the	south	side	of	the	facility).
	 The	$24.7	million	renovation	project	has	been	
underwritten	with	a	$12.5	million	leadership	gift	
from	Philip	J.	Purcell	III,	a	Notre	Dame	alumnus	
and	Trustee,	and	the	retired	chairman	and	CEO	
of	Morgan	Stanley.	Upon	completion,	the	arena	
will	be	known	as	Purcell	Pavilion	at	the	Joyce	
Center.	 The	 Purcell	 gift,	 combined	 with	 other	
benefactions,	 including	 a	 $5	 million	 gift	 from	
1959	 Notre	 Dame	 graduate	 and	 Tampa	 Bay	
Devil	Rays	owner	Vince	Naimoli,	brings	the	total	
contributions	to	the	project	to	$22	million.
	 In	 accordance	 with	 University	 policies	 for	
new	 construction,	 work	 on	 the	 renovation	
will	begin	after	the	project	 is	 fully	 funded	and	
designed.	 The	 University	 is	 actively	 seeking	
additional	contributions.

Next Game: NCAA Dallas Regional
With	a	victory	over	North	Carolina	on	Tuesday	
night,	 Notre	 Dame	 would	 advance	 to	 the	
NCAA	 Dallas	 Regional	 March	 25	 against	 the	
winner	 of	 the	 second-round	 game	 between	
fifth-seeded	 George	 Washington	 and	 No.	 4	
seed	Texas	A&M.
	 The	Irish	are	2-0	all-time	against	GW,	with	
both	victories	occurring	 in	NCAA	Tournament	
play	 (1997	 East	 Regional	 final;	 2000	 Mideast	
Region	 second	 round).	 Meanwhile,	 Notre	
Dame	 is	 0-1	 against	 Texas	 A&M,	 with	 the	
Aggies	 winning	 88-84	 in	 overtime	 on	 Dec.	 3,	
1995	at	the	Kona	(Hawaii)	Women’s	Basketball	
Classic	in	the	team’s	lone	prior	matchup.	

HS	State	Players	of	the	
Year	On	’06-07	Rosters

Duke	 9
Maryland	 6
Georgia	 4
Michigan	 4
Tennessee	 4
Louisiana	Tech	 3
uNOTRE	DAME	 2
Canisius	 2
Colgate	 2
Marquette	 2
Michigan	State	 2
Purdue	 2
Research by Matt Reitnour, Canisius College
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                             2006-07 Notre Dame Women's Basketball
                    Notre Dame Combined Team Statistics (as of Mar 18, 2007)
                                           All games

 RECORD:                OVERALL      HOME        AWAY       NEUTRAL
 ALL GAMES...........   (20-11)     (14-2)      (5-8)       (1-1)
 CONFERENCE..........   (10-6)      (7-1)       (3-5)       (0-0)
 NON-CONFERENCE......   (10-5)      (7-1)       (2-3)       (1-1)

                                        |---TOTAL---| |---3-PTS---|               |----REBOUNDS----|
 ## Player              GP-GS  Min--Avg  FG-FGA   Pct 3FG-FGA   Pct  FT-FTA   Pct  Off Def  Tot  Avg  PF FO   A  TO Blk Stl  Pts  Avg
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 02 ALLEN, Charel...... 31-31 1045 33.7 206-475  .434  22-79   .278  90-107  .841   61 132  193  6.2  66  1  69  76  18  63  524 16.9
 20 BARLOW, Ashley..... 31-3   789 25.5 109-250  .436  19-57   .333  90-109  .826   78  92  170  5.5  78  3  60  68   3  60  327 10.5
 01 GAINES, Tulyah..... 31-31  934 30.1  99-225  .440   0-6    .000 101-124  .815   21  56   77  2.5  89  3 117 108   4  65  299  9.6
 33 D'AMICO, Melissa... 31-28  631 20.4 101-192  .526   0-0    .000  48-61   .787   48  97  145  4.7  62  0  17  38  30  16  250  8.1
 32 GRAY, Breona....... 31-31  898 29.0  76-215  .353  33-105  .314  28-45   .622   34  62   96  3.1  42  0  53  57   3  43  213  6.9
 23 LECHLITNER, Melissa 30-0   725 24.2  67-192  .349  12-60   .200  47-62   .758   13  48   61  2.0  38  1  83  61   1  39  193  6.4
 52 WILLIAMSON, Erica.. 30-0   499 16.6  63-133  .474   0-0    .000  58-91   .637   57 104  161  5.4  75  1  12  39  39  18  184  6.1
 34 ERWIN, Crystal..... 31-31  630 20.3  64-151  .424  13-45   .289  27-43   .628   46  77  123  4.0  71  2  20  53   7  20  168  5.4
 21 x-SMITH, Chandrica.  5-0    40  8.0   6-19   .316   0-0    .000   5-6    .833    4   2    6  1.2   8  0   2   2   1   3   17  3.4
 31 BEN-TSVULUN, Daniel 14-0    31  2.2   4-10   .400   0-0    .000   4-8    .500    1   4    5  0.4   8  0   0   9   2   0   12  0.9
 11 TSIPIS, Amanda..... 16-0    28  1.8   1-4    .250   0-3    .000   2-2   1.000    2   0    2  0.1   2  0   0   1   0   2    4  0.3
    TEAM...............                                                             60  57  117  3.9   0          8
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
    Total.............. 31    6250      796-1866 .427  99-355  .279 500-658  .760  425 731 1156 37.3 539 11 433 520 108 329 2191 70.7
    Opponents.......... 31    6250      733-1749 .419 174-474  .367 416-579  .718  380 728 1108 35.7 529  9 473 637 127 255 2056 66.3

   x-Inactive player                                            DATE            OPPONENT                       W/L    SCORE  ATTEND
                                                                ------------    --------------------           ---    -----  ------
   TEAM STATISTICS                     ND          OPP          11/10/06        CENTRAL MICHIGAN               W      88-66    6702
   ---------------------------------------------------          11/13/06        BOWLING GREEN                  W  OT  85-81    5746
   SCORING..................         2191         2056          11/16/06     at Penn State                       L    49-75    5573
     Points per game........         70.7         66.3          11/19/06        WESTERN MICHIGAN               W      87-67    6145
     Scoring margin.........         +4.4            -          11/24/06     at USC                              L    58-69    2208
   FIELD GOALS-ATT..........     796-1866     733-1749          11/28/06        RICHMOND                       W      87-66    5629
     Field goal pct.........         .427         .419          12/01/06     at Michigan                       W      61-58    3817
   3 POINT FG-ATT...........       99-355      174-474          12/03/06        INDIANA                          L    51-54    9494
     3-point FG pct.........         .279         .367          12/06/06        PURDUE                         W      67-58    6250
     3-pt FG made per game..          3.2          5.6          12/16/06        IUPUI                          W      75-65    5540
   FREE THROWS-ATT..........      500-658      416-579          12/19/06     at Valparaiso                     W      60-59    1472
     Free throw pct.........         .760         .718          12/28/06        PRAIRIE VIEW A&M               W      94-55    6456
   REBOUNDS.................         1156         1108          12/30/06     at Tennessee                        L    54-78   19092
     Rebounds per game......         37.3         35.7         *01/02/07     at Seton Hall                     W      64-61     516
     Rebounding margin......         +1.5            -         *01/10/07        CINCINNATI                     W      81-70    5388
   ASSISTS..................          433          473         *01/13/07     at South Florida                    LOT  78-87    1075
     Assists per game.......         14.0         15.3         *01/16/07        ST. JOHN'S                     W      83-65    5460
   TURNOVERS................          520          637         *01/20/07        SYRACUSE                       W      83-55    6831
     Turnovers per game.....         16.8         20.5         *01/23/07     at Marquette                        L    62-71    2049
     Turnover margin........         +3.8            -         *01/27/07     at Connecticut                      L    47-64   10167
     Assist/turnover ratio..          0.8          0.7         *01/31/07     at Pittsburgh                       L    62-71    2741
   STEALS...................          329          255         *02/04/07        WEST VIRGINIA                  W      77-67    5632
     Steals per game........         10.6          8.2         *02/07/07        LOUISVILLE                     W      64-55    5672
   BLOCKS...................          108          127         *02/11/07        DEPAUL                         W      78-70    7579
     Blocks per game........          3.5          4.1         *02/13/07     at Villanova                      W      75-58     511
   WINNING STREAK...........            1            -         *02/17/07     at Providence                     W      82-65     453
     Home win streak........            0            -         *02/21/07        GEORGETOWN                     W      73-48    5681
   ATTENDANCE...............       101818        60444         *02/24/07        RUTGERS                          L    60-76    7613
     Home games-Avg/Game....      16-6364      13-4042         *02/26/07     at DePaul                           L    73-87    2875
     Neutral site-Avg/Game..            -       2-3948         #03/03/07     vs DePaul                           L    71-76    7895
                                                               %03/18/07     vs California                     W      62-59       -
   SCORE BY PERIODS:                1st  2nd   OT    Total    * - BIG EAST Conference game
   ------------------------------  ---- ---- ----     ----    # - BIG EAST Championship (Hartford, Conn.)
   Notre Dame....................  1009 1171   11  -  2191    % - NCAA Dallas Region First/Second Rounds (Pittsburgh, Pa.)
   Opponents.....................   915 1125   16  -  2056
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Official Basketball Box Score -- GAME TOTALS -- FINAL STATISTICS
Notre Dame vs California
03/18/07 Noon at Pittsburgh, Pa. (Petersen Events Center)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
VISITORS: Notre Dame (20-11)
                          TOT-FG  3-PT         REBOUNDS
## Player Name            FG-FGA FG-FGA FT-FTA OF DE TOT PF  TP  A TO BLK S MIN
34 ERWIN, Crystal...... f  2-4    0-1    2-3    2  2  4   3   6  2  1  0  1  28
33 D'AMICO, Melissa.... c  3-5    0-0    1-2    5  3  8   1   7  0  1  0  1  18
01 GAINES, Tulyah...... g  3-8    0-1    2-2    1  3  4   4   8  1  2  0  2  34
02 ALLEN, Charel....... g  6-16   1-3    0-0    0  1  1   3  13  2  4  0  3  28
32 GRAY, Breona........ g  2-8    2-6    0-0    2  2  4   0   6  1  3  0  1  28
20 BARLOW, Ashley......    2-7    0-2    0-1    4  6 10   3   4  4  0  0  2  24
23 LECHLITNER, Melissa.    3-8    1-5    5-7    0  1  1   1  12  1  1  0  0  19
52 WILLIAMSON, Erica...    3-3    0-0    0-1    0  1  1   2   6  0  0  2  0  21
   TEAM................                            2  2
   Totals..............   24-59   4-18  10-16  14 21 35  17  62 11 12  2 10 200

TOTAL FG% 1st Half: 12-27 44.4%   2nd Half: 12-32 37.5%   Game: 40.7%  DEADB
3-Pt. FG% 1st Half:  3-10 30.0%   2nd Half:  1-8  12.5%   Game: 22.2%   REBS
F Throw % 1st Half:  5-8  62.5%   2nd Half:  5-8  62.5%   Game: 62.5%    2

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
HOME TEAM: California (23-9)
                          TOT-FG  3-PT         REBOUNDS
## Player Name            FG-FGA FG-FGA FT-FTA OF DE TOT PF  TP  A TO BLK S MIN
44 WALKER, Ashley...... f  5-12   0-0   10-12   6  7 13   3  20  1  2  1  1  40
20 HAMPTON, Devanei.... c  6-14   0-0    1-5    2  7  9   3  13  4  3  1  2  28
02 VITAL, Natasha...... g  1-9    0-3    0-0    0  1  1   4   2  5  5  0  1  40
10 GREIF, Lauren....... g  2-5    1-3    4-5    0  1  1   4   9  0  2  0  2  37
14 LEVY, Keanna........ g  2-5    1-2    0-0    1  3  4   2   5  1  1  0  0  20
15 FOSTER, Krista......    3-5    2-2    0-0    2  4  6   2   8  1  1  1  0  31
22 N'DIAYE, Rama.......    0-0    0-0    2-2    0  0  0   0   2  0  2  0  0   4
   TEAM................                         2  2  4
   Totals..............   19-50   4-10  17-24  13 25 38  18  59 12 16  3  6 200

TOTAL FG% 1st Half:  5-22 22.7%   2nd Half: 14-28 50.0%   Game: 38.0%  DEADB
3-Pt. FG% 1st Half:  1-3  33.3%   2nd Half:  3-7  42.9%   Game: 40.0%   REBS
F Throw % 1st Half: 12-15 80.0%   2nd Half:  5-9  55.6%   Game: 70.8%    4

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Officials: Beverly Roberts, Amy Bonner, Daryl Humphries
Technical fouls: Notre Dame-ALLEN, Charel. California-None.
Attendance:
Score by Periods                1st  2nd   Total
Notre Dame....................   32   30  -   62
California....................   23   36  -   59
Points in the paint-ND 20,CAL 28. Points off turnovers-ND 18,CAL 8.
2nd chance points-ND 17,CAL 9. Fast break points-ND 6,CAL 4.
Bench points-ND 22,CAL 10. Score tied-4 times. Lead changed-2 times.
Last FG-ND 2nd-01:37, CAL 2nd-00:36.
Largest lead-ND by 11 2nd-19:02, CAL by 2 2nd-08:45.


