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B I G  E A S T  B a s e b a lB I G  E A S T  B a s e b a lB I G  E A S T  B a s e b a lB I G  E A S T  B a s e b a lB I G  E A S T  B a s e b a ll  Doubleheaderl  Doubleheaderl  Doubleheaderl  Doubleheaderl  Doubleheader

Boston College Eagles (11-16, 3-2)
vs.

#4 Notre Dame Fighting Irish (24-3, 5-0)
Saturday, April 10, 2004 ... Eck Stadium (Notre Dame, Indiana)

BOSTON COLLEGE NOTRE DAME
2003 Records  33-21, 13-11 (5th) 45-18, 16-7 BE (3rd)
Lettermen Ret./Lost 19/3 21/7

CURRENT STATS  (BIG EAST rank in parentheses)
Batting Average (11) .254 (3) .318
Runs Per 9 Innings 4.9 9.4

Home Runs (10) 9 (1) 30
Slugging Percentage (11) .334 (2) .482

Batters BB/K Margin  -50 (98/148) -19 (136/155)
On-Base Percentage (10) .342 (1) .422

Stolen Bases (11) 26-45 (10) 29-39
Stolen Base Percentage .578 .744

Team ERA (3) 4.13 (1) 3.61
Pitchers’ K-to-BB Ratio 1.62 (202/125) 2.34 (178/76)
Pitchers’ Ks Per 9 Inn. (Ks)  8.2  6.6
Opponent Batting Average (2) .242 (3) .243

Fielding Pct./Errors (8) .955/45 (2) .971/31
Double Plays Turned (4)  23 (4) 23

Record In One-Run Games 0-8 3-0
Extra-Inning Record 1-2 3-0

THE TALE OF THE TAPETHE TALE OF THE TAPETHE TALE OF THE TAPETHE TALE OF THE TAPETHE TALE OF THE TAPE

Probable Starters

Matt

O’Donnell

Steve
Andres

Cody
Rizzo

Game 1

BC – Matt O’Donnell (Sr., RHP)

(6.00, 2-2, 33.0 IP, 29 K/16 BB, .290)
• • •

ND – Chris Niesel (Jr., RHP)

(5.09, 4-1, 40.2 IP, 34 K/11 BB, .316)

Game 2

BC – TBA
• • •

ND – Tom Thornton (So., LHP)

(2.38, 4-1, 45.1 IP, 30 K/12 BB, .209)

Drew

Locke



#2 Tim Murray
Sr., IF • Shrub Oak,NY

#3 Steve Sollmann
Sr., 2B • Cincinnati, OH

#4 Greg Lopez
So., SS • Upper Arlington,OH

#6 Danny Dressman
Fr., CF • San Jose, CA

#7 Zach Sisko
Sr., IF • Belleville, IL

#8 Chris Fournier
Fr., 2B/OF • Fa irfield, CT

#9 Craig Cooper
So., OF • Plainview, NY

#10 Chris Niesel
Jr., RHP • Plantation, FL

#5 Matt Macri
Jr., 3B • Clive, IA

#12 Matt Bransfield
So., DH/LF • Englewood, CO

#13 Brennan Grogan
So., OF • Tequesta, FL

#14 Matt Edwards
Jr., 1B/3B • Mechanicsville, VA

#15 Javi Sanchez
Sr., C/IF • Miami, FL

#11 Sean Gaston
Fr., C • Brownsburg, IN

#17 Cody Rizzo
So., OF • Temecula, CA

#18 Brent Weiss
Jr., DH • Cockeysville, MD

#21 Joe Thaman
Sr., LHP/1B • St. Louis, MO

#24 Rico Bertucci
Fr., RHP • Belleville, IL

#22 Grant Johnson
Jr., RHP • Burr Ridge, IL

#25 Nick Mainieri
So., C • South Bend, IN

#20 Derik Olvey
Fr., RHP • Pelham, AL

#30 Tom Thornton
So., LHP • Middleboro, MA

#32 Jeff Stewart
Fr., RHP • Masassas, VA

#34 Jeff Manship
Fr., RHP • San Antonio, TX

#35 Chris Vasami
Fr., RHP/1B • Mamaroneck, NY

#29 Cody Wilkins
Sr., LHP • Hudson, NC

#36 Steve Andres
So., DH/LF/C • Napa, CA

#37 Dan Kapala
Fr., RHP • Royal Oak, MI

#38 Tyler Jones
Jr., RHP • Arlington, TX

#16 Alex Nettey
So., OF • Dolton, IL

#44 Mike Dury
Fr., 1B/LHP • Indianapolis

#23 Martin Vergara
Jr., RHP • Paterson, NJ

#33 Scott Bickford
Jr., LHP • Owings, MD

#45 Jeff Samardzija
Fr., RHP • Valparaiso, IN

#46 Matt Whittington
Fr., LHP • Melbourne, FL

#47 Ryan Doherty
So., RHP • Toms River, NJ

#49 John Axford
Jr., RHP • Port Dover, ONT



NOTRE DAME FIGHTING IRISHNOTRE DAME FIGHTING IRISHNOTRE DAME FIGHTING IRISHNOTRE DAME FIGHTING IRISHNOTRE DAME FIGHTING IRISH   * – lefthanded hitter;  # – switch hitter

NO NAME CL POS HT/WT HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL
2 Tim Murray Sr. IF 6-2/190 Shrub Oak, NY (Lakeland) HS
3 Steve Sollmann (C) Sr. 2B 5-11/195 Cincinnati, OH (St. Xavier HS)
4 Greg Lopez So. SS 6-0/185 Upper Arlington, OH (Upper Arlington HS)
5 Matt Macri Jr. 3B/SS 6-2/190 Clive, IA (Dowling HS)
6 *Danny Dressman Fr. CF 5-9/175 san Jose, CA (Archbishop Mitty HS)
7 *Zach Sisko Sr. IF 6-2/205 Belleville, IL (St. Louis University HS)
8 Chris Fournier Fr. 2B/OF 5-11/200 Fairfield, CT (Fairfield HS)
9 Craig Cooper So. OF 6-2/205 Plainview, NY (Chaminade HS)

10 Chris Niesel (C) Jr. RHP 6-0/205 Plantation, FL (St. Thomas Aquinas HS)
11 *Sean Gaston Fr. C 6-0/170 Brownsburg, IN (Brownsburg HS)
12 Matt Bransfield So. DH/LF 6-1/200 Englewood, CO (Cherry Creek HS)
13 *Brennan Grogan So. OF 6-2/175 Tequesta, FL (Benjamin HS)
14 Matt Edwards Jr. 1B/3B 6-2/195 Mechanicsville, VA (Lee-Davis HS)
15 Javi Sanchez (C) Sr. C/IF 6-3/205 Miami, FL (Christopher Columbus HS)
16 Alex Nettey So. OF 6-1/195 Dolton, IL (Thornridge, IL)
17 Cody Rizzo So. OF 6-1/200 Temecula, CA (Chapparal HS)
18 Brent Weiss Jr. DH 6-1/195 Cockeysville, MD (St. Paul’s HS)
20 Derik Olvey Fr. RHP 6-2/205 Pelham, AL (Pelham HS)
21 *Joe Thaman Sr. LHP/1B 6-4/210 St. Louis, MO (St. Louis University HS)
22 Grant Johnson Jr. RHP 6-5/215 Burr Ridge, IL (Lyons Township HS)
23 Martin Vergara Jr. RHP 6-0/190 Paterson, NJ (DePaul Catholic HS)
24 Rico Bertucci Fr. RHP 6-0/170 Belleville, IL (Belleville HS)
25 Nick Mainieri So. C 5-11/160 South Bend, IN (St. Jsoeph’s HS)
29 Cody Wilkins Sr. LHP 6-1/225 Hudson, NC (South Caldwell HS)
30 Tom Thornton So. LHP 6-6/215 Middleboro, MA (Midddleboro HS)
32 Jess Stewart Fr. RHP 6-3/215 Manassas, VA (Manassas HS)
33 Scott Bickford Jr. LHP 6-4/170 Owings, MD (Northern HS)
34 Jeff Manship Fr. RHP 6-1/175 San Antonio, TX (Reagas HS)
35 Chris Vasami Fr. RHP/1B 6-3/250 Mamaroneck, NY (Mamaroneck HS)
36 *Steve Andres So. DH/OF/C 5-10/190 Napa, CA (Justin Siena HS
37 Dan Kapala Fr. RHP 6-5/210 Royal Oak, MI (Shrine Catholic HS)
38 Tyler Jones Jr. RHP 6-4/205 Arlington, TX (James Martin HS)
44 #Mike Dury Fr. 1B/LHP 6-5/225 Indianapolis, IN  (Bishop Chatard H)
45 Jeff Samardsija Fr. RHP 6-5/205 Valparaiso, IN (Valparaiso HS)
46 Matt Whittington Fr. LHP 6-1/185 Melbourne, FL (Melbourne Central Catholic HS)
47 Ryan Doherty So. RHP 7-1/220 Toms River, NJ (Toms River East HS)
49 John Axford Jr. RHP 6-5/180 Port Dover, Ontario (Assumption College HS)

Head Coach: # 1 Paul Mainieri (St. Thomas '82, 10th season at Notre Dame)
Assistants: #19 David Grewe (Dayton ’98), #26 Terry Rooney (Radford ’96), John Gumpf (CS San Bernadino ’97)

2003 Notre Dame

BOSTON COLLEGE EAGLESBOSTON COLLEGE EAGLESBOSTON COLLEGE EAGLESBOSTON COLLEGE EAGLESBOSTON COLLEGE EAGLES   * – lefthanded hitter;  # – switch hitter

NO NAME CL POS HT/WT HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL
1 Marco Albano IF Jr. 5-11/200 Arlington, MA/Arlington
2 *Aaron Campini IF Sr. 5-11/185 Acushnet, MA/New Bedford
3 Ryan Leahy IF Sr. 5-10/190 Salem, MA/San Francisco
4 Jared McGuire IF Fr. 6-1/190 Harwich, MA/Harwich
5 Josh DiScipio IF Sr. 5-9/170 Schenectady, NY/Christian Brothers
6 Jeff Schomaker OF Fr. 5-9/175 Seattle, WA/Shorewood
7 *Zach Keenan DH Sr. 6-1/185 Danvers, MA/St. John’s Prep

10 *Nate Jeanes LHP So. 6-3/190 Methuen, MA/Methuen
11 Matt O’Donnell RHP Sr. 6-1/180 Marlboro, MA/Ashland
12 Jake Marsello RHP/OF Jr. 6-2/200 Lynn, MA/St. John’s Prep
14 Nick Asselin RHP/IF Fr. 6-0/195 Bedford, NH/Trinity
15 Shawn McGill C So. 6-4/215 South Kingstown, RI/South Kingstown
16 Tom Mackor IF Jr. 5-11/190 Salem, NH/St. John’s Prep
17 *Ryan Morgan IF/RHP Jr. 6-3/195 R/L Weymouth, MA/BC High
18 *Joe Martinez RHP Jr. 6-3/185 R/L South Orange, NJ/Seton Hall Prep
20 Andrew Grillo C Jr. 5-10/180 R/R Bellingham, MA/Bellingham Memorial
21 Mike Flynn OF Jr. 6-1/195 R/R Trumbull, CT/Trumbull
22 Garrett Greer C Sr. 6-1/230 R/R Peabody, MA/Georgia State
23 *Ryne Reynoso RHP/OF Fr. 6-2/205 R/L Hailey, ID/Wood River
24 *Eric Wright OF Sr. 5-10/190 R/L Southboro, MA/Algonquin Regional
25 *Mike Wlodarczyk LHP Jr. 6-5/230 L/L Medford, NJ/Shawnee
26 Phil D’Alonzo C Jr. 5-11/230 R/R Marlton, NJ/Cherokee
27 *Pete Frates OF Fr. 6-2/190 L/L Beverly, MA/St. John’s Prep

28/30 Jason Delaney OF Jr. 6-3/215 R/R Hanson, MA/BC High
31 Mike Gauthier RHP Sr. 6-3/225 R/R Salem, MA/Salem
32 Chris Lambert RHP Jr. 6-1/205 R/R Manchester, NH/Manchester Memorial
34 Kevin Boggan RHP Fr. 6-2/175 R/R Lexington, MA/Lexington
35 *Dave Preziosi LHP/IF Jr. 6-3/195 L/L Oradell, N.J. Bergen Catholic
36 *Kevin Shepard LHP Jr. 6-0/190 L/L Andover, MA/Andover
38 Ted Ratliff RHP Fr. 6-0/175 R/R Crystal Lake, IL/Crystal Lake Central
40 Kurt Hayer RHP Fr. 5-11/170 R/R Greenfield, MA/Deerfield Academy
41 *Matt Meyer LHP Fr. 6-4/185 L/L Rochester, MN/ Mayo

 42 Drew Locke OF Jr. 6-1/215 R/R Weymouth, MA/BC High

Head Coach: #19 Pete Hughes     Assistants: Mikio Aoki, Steve Englert, Mike Gambino



1. Notre Dame 6-0 (1.000) 24-3
2. St. John’s 6-2 (.750) 17-10

Rutgers 6-2 (.750) 14-13
4. Pittsburgh 5-3 (.625) 17-8
5. Boston College 3-2 (.600) 11-16
6. Seton Hall 4-4 (.500) 8-18-1
7. Georgetown 5-6 (.455) 19-18
8. Villanova 3-5 (.375) 18-10-1

Connecticut 3-5 (.375) 14-12
10. Virginia Tech 1-7 (.125) 14-14

West Virginia 1-7 (.125) 9-18

Updated BIG EAST Conference Baseball Standings BIG EAST LEADERS

Batting Average
1. PJ Hiser, Pittsburgh ........... .423
4. Matt Macri, ND ................... .379

11. Craig Cooper, ND .............. .369
12. Greg Lopez, ND ................. .366

Home Runs
1. PJ Hiser, Pitt ......................... 10
2. Matt Bransfield, ND ................. 6
6. Matt Edwards, ND ................... 5
8. Macri/Cooper/Andres, ND ....... 4

RBI
1. Jeff Frazier, RU ..................... 31
2. Matt Macri, ND ...................... 30
3. Matt Edwards, ND ................. 29
8. Lopez/Edwards, ND .............. 22

Slugging Percentage
1. PJ Hiser, PITT .................... .972
3. Craig Cooper, ND .............. .646
4. Matt Macri, ND ................... .632
5. Steve Andres, ND .............. .613
6. Matt Bransfield, ND ............. .611

On-Base Percentage
1. Graig Badger, RU .............. .533
2. Steve Andres, ND .............. .528
7. Matt Macri, ND ................... .478

Stolen Bases
1. Kris Molloy, VILL ................... 13

Chris Stanton, VT ................. 13
9. Drew Locke, BC ................... 8-8

Triples
1. Matt Macri, ND ........................ 3

Doubles
1. Brian Newbold, VILL ............. 10
 . Blake Hershelman, SJU ........ 10

Parker Brooks, GU ................ 10
4. Greg Lopez, ND ...................... 9
9. Drew Locke, BC ...................... 8

Walks
1. Ryan Morgan, BC ................. 25
3. Steve Andres, ND ................. 23
5. Macri/Edwards, ND ............... 17

Runs Scored
1. Matt Macri, ND ...................... 31
4. Greg Lopez, ND .................... 26
9. Steve Sollmann, ND ............. 23

Hits
1. Michael Lombardi, GU .......... 42
4. Matt Macri, ND ...................... 36
6. Greg Lopez, ND .................... 34

Total Bases
1. PJ Hiser, PITT ....................... 69
2. Matt Macri, ND ...................... 60
6. Matt Edwards, ND ................. 52

ERA (min. 1 IP/tm game)
(Jeff Samardzija, ND ......... 0.47)

1. Tom Thornton, ND ............. 2.38
4. Mike Gauthier, BC .............. 2.52
7. Joe Martinez, BC ............... 2.83
8. Kevin Shepard, BC ............ 2.91
9. Chris Lambert, BC .............. 3.11

(Joe Thaman, ND ............. 3.42)

Opponent Batting Average
(Jeff Samardzija, ND ......... .141)
(Joe Thaman, ND ............. .170)

1. Chris Lambert, BC ............. .196
2. Joe Martinez, BC ............... .202
4. Tom Thornton, ND ............. .209

Wins
1. Thornton/Niesel, ND ............ 4-1
3. Jess Stewart, ND ................. 3-0

Ryan Doherty, ND ................ 3-0
Kevin Shepard, BC .............. 3-3

Strikeouts
1. Chris Lambert, BC ................ 53
9. Chris Niesel, ND ................... 34

Saves
1. Ryan Doherty, ND ................... 5
3. Mike Gauthier, BC ................... 4

Appearances
1. Mike Gauthier, BC ................. 14
2. Ryan Doherty, ND ................. 13
4. Joe Thaman, ND ................... 12
7. Dan Kapala, ND ..................... 11

Innings
1. Eduardo Pena, GU ............ 48.2
2. Chris Lambert, BC ............. 46.1
3. Tom Thornton, ND ............. 45.1

Thursday’s BIG EAST Scores
BC swept at Vill. (8-5, 3-0/6) ... SJU split at UConn (7-6, 2-6)

SHU split at WVU (3-4, 9-8) ... VT split at GU (3-4, 16-3)
Rutgers swept at home vs. Pittsburgh (4-0, 8-5)

Today’s Other BIG EAST Doubleheaders
Georgetown at Rutgers ... Seton Hall at UConn

Virginia Tech at Villanova ... Pittsburgh at West Virginia

Last Week’s Other Series
GU lost 2-of-3 at UConn (2-5, 3-11, 5-0) ... RU swept WVU (6-4, 8-4, 6-4)

BC lost 2-of-3 at Pitt (4-9, 4-2, 6-7) ...  SJU swept VT (3-2, 9-5, 2-0)

SERIES NOTES – Notre Dame holds a 17-6 all-time series edge vs. BC (9-2 at Eck Stadium), with the Irish
sweeping the ’02 series (8-2, 10-6, 5-2) after BC had won 4 of the previous 6 ... the teams were slated to play
a 2003 doubleheader in Brockton, Mass., that was cancelled due to weather ... Joe Thaman hit grand slams in
back-to-back games of the ‘02 ND-BC series ... most of the participants from that ‘02 series have moved on or
will not be playing today due to injury, position shifts or (in the case of BC’s top pitchers Chris Lambert and
Kevin Shepard) because they pitched two days ago ... senior C/IF Javi Sanchez (4-for-9, RBI, 5 R, 3B) and
junior RHP Grant Johnson (W, 6 IP, 4 H, R, 2 BB, 6 Ks) are the only active players who have started previous
games vs. BC – as senior 2B Steve Sollmann is sidelined with a fractured jaw, Thaman now serves as a LHP,
John Axford is out for the season due to injury and his fellow junior RHP Chris Niesel was coming back from a
bout with mononucleosis at the time of the ‘02 ND-BC series (he saved Axford’s 10-6 win: H, K in 2 IP).

EAGLES RESULTS – BC owns wins over Auburn (11-4), Detroit (6-4), Valparaiso (14-2), Holy Cross (4-1),
Hartford (4-2, 3-0), Pittsburgh (4-2/10), Rhode Island (3-0) and Villanova (8-5, 3-0), with losses to Auburn (5-
6/10, 1-2), FIU (9-11), Maine (2-7), La Salle (1-10), Bowling Green (0-1), URI (1-5), IPFW (0-1), Central Conn.
(7-8, 7-14), Nebraska (1-10, 2-3/10, 1-10), Northeastern (3-4) and Pitt (4-9, 6-7).

IRISH TEAM NOTES – Notre Dame is riding the 9th double-digit win streak of the Paul Mainieri era (11
games) and enters today with the fewest losses among all 287 Division I programs ... just three others – Texas
(33-4), Mississippi (26-4) and Albany (17-4) – have four losses (Texas survived a 20-inning game vs. Kansas
State last night, winning 10-6) ... no previous ND team that played 25-plus games has finished with a better
win pct. than the current .889 (24-3) ... the Irish have compiled a 63-8 record in April during the ’01-’04 seasons
... ND has posted 12 error-free games, 4 with 1 E ... ND’s 30 HRs are one five shy of the team’s entire total in
‘03 ... the Irish have hit 3 HRs four times in ‘04 ... ND has dominated 2nd-inning scoring (25-3) and owns a 59-
17 combined edge in the 7th (30-8) and 8th (29-9) .... the 6-0 league start is ND’s best since the ‘98 team
started 10-0 in BIG EAST play ... the Irish have posted 3-0 sweeps of nine different BIG EAST teams but have
notched the tough 3-0 road sweep just six times in BIG EAST play ... ND is 51-7 in its last 58 at Eck Stadium
(since mid-’02) ... the Irish have scored in 111 straight games and have been shut out just once in the last 341
... ND has scored in 99.3% of the games during the 10-year Mainieri era (583 of 587) ... Mainieri’s 22-year
career record is 754-442-2 (423-163-1/.723 at ND) ... the Irish own a 143-48 (.749) record in 8-plus seasons of
BIG EAST play, with Mainieri owning the best BIG EAST winning pct. in the league's history ... ND's 75 all-time
BIG EAST series include 57 series wins, 9 even series and just 9 series wins by the opponent ... since starting
0-4 in ’02 BIG EAST play, ND is 39-11 in its last 50 BIG EAST games ... the Irish have lost just 3 of 39 all-time
BIG EAST home series (32 series wins, 4 even) while the last 25 BE series at Eck have seen ND win 22 (slit
2) ... the last 5 games have featured 4 “big innings” (6-plus runs) from the ND offense ... the team’s .422 on-
base pct. would rank 3rd in ND history (best since ‘93) while the .243 opp. batting avg.  is 3rd-best by an ND
staff since 1971 ...  the Irish have won 14 times by 5-plus runs ... last week’s 34 runs  vs. Villanova represented
ND’s biggest offensive output in a BIG EAST series since 2000 ... the Irish have posted double-digit hits and
double-digit runs in 5 of the last 7 games, with 16 total double-digit hit games (12 with 12-plus) and 11 games
with double-digit runs.

IRISH PLAYER NOTES  – Today’s starters Chris Niesel (17-2, .895) and Tom Thornton (2.07) have com-
bined respectively for the 2nd-best career win pct. and best career ERA in ND baseball history ... ND’s infield
shifts – Greg Lopez to SS, Matt Macri SS to 3B, Matt Edwards 3B to 1B and Joe Thaman 1B to LHP – have
paid bid dividends, with the four starting IF (also 2B Steve Sollmann) combining for just 15 errors ... the
leftside IFs have combined for 41 error-free games this season (20 for Lopez; 21 for Macri, error-free 15 of last
16) ... after flipping spots with Danny Dressman (now the leadoff hitter), Sollmann was batting .476 (10-for-21)
as the 2-hole hitter during his last 6 games (prior to his injury) ... Macri is batting 13-for-20 (.650) in the last 5
games (8 RBI, 12 R, 4 BB, HBP, 2 3B, 2B) ... sophomore LF Steve Andres is a classic slugging/on-base
double threat (his combined “OBS” is a team-best 1.141), with 14 walks in his current and carer-best 10-game
hitting streak (12-for-30, 10 RBI, 11 R, 2 HR, 3B, 2 2B) ... Craig Cooper has his own career-best hit streak (8
games; 14-for-26, 10 RBI, 9 R) and has smacked 4 HRs in the last 6 games ... Matt Bransfield has hits in 12
of the last 13 games while hitting all of his team-best 6 HRs in that stretch (he and Cooper did not homer in 193
combined ABs as freshman) ... Sollmann has not made an error in his last 26 games with the Irish (16 total Es
in last 3 seasons) while and ranks 4th on the ND career hits list (280) ... Cody Rizzo’s 37 times hit-by-pitch are
two shy of the ND career record ... Thornton’s 6-hit gem at WVU is just ND’s third 9-inning solo shutout in a BIG
EAST game during the last six seasons (Danny Tamayo had two in ’01) ... Thornton has posted a 1.29 ERA in
his last four starts (16 H, 7 BB, 17 Ks in 28 IP) ... Jeff Samardzija (a scholarship receiver on the ND football
team) has not allowed a run in his last 15 innings and 7 appearances ... Lopez (.250 in ’03, .366 in ’04) and
Macri (.273 in ’02/’03, .379 in ’04) continue to hit well above their career averages heading into ’04 ...  Lopez
totaled just 26 RBI in 50 GP/40 GS/132 ABs during the ’03 season while Bransfield had only 10 RBI in 33 GP/
17 GS/71 ABs (they both have 22 RBI in ‘04) ... senior C Javi Sanchez ( who also doubles as Sollmann’s top
replacement at 2B) has hit safely in his last 7 games.
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