
2001 University of
Notre Dame Volleyball

Toledo Match Release • Oct. 2, 2001 • Contact: Alan Wasielewski • 219-631-7516 • Wasielewski.3@nd.edu

2001 SCHEDULE NOTRE DAME VOLLEYBALL RELEASE

#22 Notre Dame at Toledo, Tuesday, Oct. 2, 7 p.m.

Notre Dame vs. Toledo series history: Notre Dame and Toledo will be
meeting for the fourth time ... the Irish have won all four previous meet-
ings ... this will be the first trip to Toledo for the Irish since 1991 (a 15-5,
15-5, 15-4 victory) ... the Rockets have visited the Joyce Center twice, once
for the 1996 Shamrock Invitational and most recently for a non-confer-
ence matchup in 1998 ... Toledo competes in the Mid-American Confer-
ence and finished 7-21 in 2000.

A look at the Rockets: Toledo (7-3, 3-2) is riding a three-match winning
streak entering Tuesday’s match with the Irish ... the Rockets defeated Ak-
ron 3-2 on Sunday, Oct. 30 ... Lindsey Kretzmann leads the Toledo offense
with 142 kills (3.94 per game) on .279 hitting ... Jessica Buck leads the
team in hitting at .288 with 134 kills (3.72 per game) ... Toledo’s setter,
Carrie McCaw, is averaging 12.03 assists per game and had posted 21 aces
this season (0.58 per game) ... the Rockets are undefeated (5-0) at home
this season.

Matches cancelled: The matches previously scheduled against Michigan,
Indiana State, Tulane and Purdue, originally postponed due to the terror-
ist attack on the United States, will not be replayed this season.

Boston College match start time changed: When the Irish travel to Chest-
nut Hill, Mass., to take on BIG EAST Conference opponent Boston Col-
lege, the match will take place at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 6. The match
was originally scheduled to take place at 3:30 p.m., but was moved after a
Boston College football game time change.

Irish move up to 22nd in latest national poll: After two BIG EAST Confer-
ence victories over Virginia Tech and Georgetown, Notre Dame moved up
two spots in the USA Today/AVCA Top 25.  The 22nd ranking is the high-
est the Irish have been ranked since Sept. 3, when they were 20th.

Kreher named BIG EAST Player of the Week: Senior opposite Kristy Kreher
was named the BIG EAST Player of the Week on Monday, Oct. 1, for her
outstanding performance while leading the team through two conference
victories over the weekend.

One of the main offensive weapons for head coach Debbie Brown’s
team, Kreher totaled 32 kills in the two matches (4.57 kills per game) and
posted a .407 attack percentage. The senior also was highly active on de-
fense, digging 14 attacks (2.00 per game) and blocking 13 shots (1.86 per
game).

The Preseason BIG EAST Player of the Year, Kreher stepped up to the
challenge in Notre Dame’s match against conference rival Georgetown.
She helped the Irish even the match at one game apiece with two consecu-
tive kills to score the 29th and 30th points of game two. In the fourth and
deciding game, she played a hand in four of Notre Dame’s final five points
with three kills and a block to ensure a 3-1 victory over the Hoyas.

The Notre Dame team, which moved up to 22nd in the latest USA Today/
AVCA Top 25 poll released on Monday, Oct. 1, will travel to Toledo, Ohio,
on Tuesday, Oct. 2, for a non-conference matchup with the University of
Toledo.

August
31 vs. SW Texas W, 3-0
September
1 vs. Florida Atl. W, 3-0
1 vs. Idaho W, 3-1

US Bank/Arby’s Tournament*
7 #7 UCLA L, 0-3
8 #1 Nebraska L, 0-3
9 #15 Pepperdine L, 0-3

12 vs. Michigan cancelled
Mortar Board/Purdue Premier$

14 Indiana State cancelled
14 Tulane cancelled
15 Purdue cancelled
18 vs. Valparaiso W, 3-0
22 vs. Syracuse@ W, 3-0
28 vs. Virginia Tech@ W, 3-0
30 vs. Georgetown@ W, 3-1
October
2 at Toledo 7 p.m.
6 at Boston College@ 3:30 p.m.
7 at Connecticut@ 2 p.m.

12 vs. Villanova@ 4 p.m.
14 vs. Rutgers 2 p.m.
16 at #18 Northern Iowa 7 p.m.
23 at Kentucky 7 p.m.
24 at Saint Louis 7 p.m.
28 at Providence@ 2 p.m.
November
3 at West Virginia@ 5 p.m.
4 at Pittsburgh@ 2 p.m.
9 vs. St. John’s@ 7 p.m.
11 vs. Seton Hall@ 2 p.m.
14 vs. Illinois State 7 p.m.
17 BIG EAST Championship~

Semifinals TBA
18 BIG EAST Championship~

Finals TBA
Florida Volleyball Challenge^

23 LSU TBA
24 #8 Florida TBA
29 NCAA Champ. begins TBA
* - Lincoln, Neb.
$ - West Lafayette, Ind.
~ - Pittsburgh, Pa.
^ - Buena Vista, Fla.
@ - BIG EAST Conference Match



# Name Year Pos. Ht. Birthdate Hometown High School/Club Team
1 Emily Loomis Fr. OH 6-1 12-16-82 Fort Wayne, IN Bishop Luers/Fort Wayne Volleyall
2 Leah Nedderman Fr. OH 5-10 2-15-83 Grapevine, TX Colleyville/Texas Advantage
3 Malinda Goralski*** Sr. MB 6-1 5-28-80 Missouri City, TX Clements/Club Texas
4 Kristy Kreher*** Sr. OPP 6-1 10-27-80 Birmingham, MI Marian/USA Michigan
5 Jessica Kinder* So. OH 5-10 4-6-82 Fresno, CA Bullard/Fresno Red
6 Marcie Bomhack*** Sr. OH 6-0 9-28-79 Waukesha, WI Catholic Mem./Milwaukee Sting
7 Kelly Corbett Fr. MB 6-0 12-13-82 Mountain View, CA St. Francis/City Beach
8 Kristen Kinder* So. S 5-9 4-6-82 Fresno, CA Bullard/Fresno Red
10 Kim Fletcher* So. MB 6-0 6-1-82 St. Louis, MO Nerinx Hall/St. Louis Elite
11 Keara Coughlin** Jr. DS 5-8 6-18-81 Chicago, IL Marian Catholic/Chicago Juniors
13 Christa Moen* So. DS/S 5-4 10-30-82 San Antonio, TX Oliver Wendell Holmes/Alamo
14 Janie Alderete** Jr. DS 5-4 4-18-81 Santa Clara, CA Archbishop Mitty/Cosmos
15 Katie Neff* So. OPP/OH 6-4 12-1-81 St. Louis, MO Cor Jesu Academy/St. Louis Elite
 * - indicates monograms earned
 Head Coach - Debbie Brown (Arizona State ‘82)
 11th season at Notre Dame, 261-90 (.744), 16th season overall, 378-173 (.686)
 Assistant Coaches - Steve Hendricks (Ball State ‘90), Robin Davis (Northern Arizona ‘79)
 Volunteer Student Assistant Coach - Greg Silber (Notre Dame ‘02)
 Team Manager - Lauren Abiouness (Notre Dame ‘02)
 Team Trainer - Chantal Porter (Iowa State ‘94)
 Strength and Conditioning Coach - Heather Mason (Cincinnati ‘95)

2001 University of Notre Dame Volleyball Roster

Goralski leads BIG EAST: Senior
middle blocker Malinda Goralski
ranks at the top of two statistical cat-
egories in the conference rankings.
The Missouri City, Texas, native leads
all league players in blocks per game
with 1.81 (51 total). She also is
ranked first in hitting percentage
(.427) and plays a major role in
Notre Dame’s top team ranking in
blocks per game (3.27).

In the latest NCAA statistical
rankings (Sept. 24), Goralski is
ranked 13th in blocks per game
(1.79) and 28th in hitting percent-
age (.401).

Fletcher emerges in the middle of
the Irish offense: Sophomore middle
blocker Kim Fletcher, who earned
BIG EAST All-Rookie Team honors in
2000, is third on the team in kills
(85), fourth in digs (58) and second
in blocks (34). Her quickness and
ability to reach the entire court
caught the eye of competing coaches
in the 2001 Shamrock Invitational,
who played a hand in voting her the
Most Outstanding Player of the two-
day tournament.

Fletcher has set career marks this
season for kills (14) and digs (10)
while posting her first career double-

double against Idaho in the Sham-
rock Invitational championship
match. She currently ranks eighth in
the BIG EAST in hitting percentage
(.301).

The second-year middle has
stepped up her blocking lately, stop-
ping a career-best nine shots at the
net against Georgetown. She is cur-
rently averaging 1.10 blocks per
game.

Kreher getting back into form: Af-
ter suffering through a hitting slump
early in the season, senior Kristy
Kreher seems poised to break out
into her old form. One of the top
percentage hitters in Irish volleyball
history, Kreher was slowed early in
the season fighting off the effects of
a severe high ankle sprain suffered
over the summer.

In the first BIG EAST match of the
season she posted her first double-
double of the season with 14 kills
and 11 digs against the Syracuse
Orangewomen. She also posted a
.458 hitting percentage in the match.

Continuing to show marked im-
provement, the senior opposite was
named the BIG EAST Player of the
Week on Oct. 1, after posting 32 kills
in two matches against Virginia Tech

and Georgetown.
Alderete excels in the back row: Irish

defensive specialist Janie Alderete,
who usually subs in for starting
middle blocker Malinda Goralski in
the back row, is becoming one of the
top performers on the Irish roster. A
junior from Santa Clara, Calif.,
Alderete has recorded more than four
digs in nine out of ten matches this
season.

She was all over the court against
#15 Pepperdine on Sept. 9, digging
a career-high 19 balls. She has con-
tinued that form lately as well, re-
cording 13 digs vs. Valparaiso and
nine against Georgetown.

Alderete currently leads the team
in digs per game with a 2.56 average
(82 total).

Not just a defensive threat, Alderete
is second on the team with 11 aces
this season and recorded a career-
high four against Virginia Tech on
Sept. 28.

Kristen Kinder takes advantage of
starting opportunity: Heading into the
2001 season, the starting setter was
clearly one of the more pivotal posi-
tion on the team. After the gradua-
tion of four-year starter Denise
Boylan, the reigns of the Irish offense
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Publicity for Notre Dame volley-
ball is coordinated by sports infor-
mation publicity assistant Alan
Wasielewski. Photographs, statistics
and feature ideas are available to
the media by contacting
Wasielewski at (219) 631-3397. Re-
quests to interview student-athletes
should be arranged through the
SID office and should be made at
least 24 hours in advance.

Media may contact head coach
Debbie Brown directly on week-
days at (219) 631-6307. Credentials
for home games can be obtained
by calling Wasielewski.

NOTRE DAME PROBABLE STARTERS

Setter
#8 Kristen Kinder, So., 5-9

(Fresno, Calif.)

Opposite
#4 Kristy Kreher, Sr., 6-1

(Birmingham, Mich.)

Outside Hitter
#6 Marcie Bomhack, Sr., 6-0

(Waukesha, Wis.)
#1 Emily Loomis, Fr., 6-1

(Fort Wayne, Ind.)

Middle Blocker
#3 Malinda Goralski, Sr., 6-1

(Missouri City, Texas)
#10 Kim Fletcher, So., 6-0

(St. Louis, Mo.)

Defensive Specialist
#11 Keara Coughlin, Jr., 5-8

(Chicago, Ill.)
#14 Janie Alderete, Jr., 5-2

(Santa Clara, Calif.)

NOTRE DAME

SPORTS INFORMATION

were handed to sophomore Kristen
Kinder.

The second-year player from
Fresno, Calif., has responded. Lead-
ing the team to a .260 hitting per-
centage 10 matches into the season,
Kinder has turned a possible team
weakness into a team strength.

Shrugging off a lack of playing time
in 2000, Kinder has helped the Irish
lead the conference in hitting and is

USA TODAY/AVCA TOP 25
OCT. 1, 2001

Rnk School Pts. 2001 Record Last Poll
1. Long Beach State (32) 1592 9-0 2
2. Nebraska (33) 1589 10-1 1
3. USC 1466 8-1 5
4. Stanford 1431 9-1 4
5. UCLA 1330 7-2 8
6. Wisconsin 1260 10-2 7
7. Arizona 1217 7-2 3
8. Florida 1132 8-1 9
9. Colorado State 1089 10-0 10
10. Penn State 1015 9-2 6
11. Ohio State 959 12-0 15
12. Pacific 955 12-2 11
13. Hawai’i 834 7-4 12
14. BYU 792 9-1 14
15. Pepperdine 771 6-2 13
16. Texas A&M 674 10-1 16
17. South Carolina 590 9-1 18
18. Northern Iowa 471 13-0 21
19. Utah 354 8-3 22
20. UC Santa Barbara 346 5-6 19
21. Minnesota 230 8-4 17
22. NOTRE DAME 229 7-3 24
23. Louisville 199 9-1 25
24. Santa Clara 171 8-4 20
25. Kansas State 142 7-3 ORV
OTHERS RECEIVING VOTES AND LISTED ON TWO OR MORE BALLOTS: Texas (88), Ne-
vada (66), Michigan State (66), Missouri (20), North Carolina (17), San
Diego (16), Colorado (6), Duke (4).

• Italics indicates 2001 Notre Dame opponents
• NR = not ranked in last poll
• ORV = team was in ‘others receiving votes’ category in last poll

a presence across the boxscore after
every match. She is first on the team
in aces with 12, third in digs with 73
and has collected 18 blocks (includ-
ing three solo). Her assist average is
second in the conference at 11.88 and
she also has shown the ability to pro-
vide a kill when needed - knocking
down 31 shots this season (0.97 per
game).

Notre Dame in BIG EAST volley-
ball competition: Since the Irish
joined the BIG EAST Conference in
1995, they have posted an excep-
tional 67-2 (.971) regular-season
conference mark. Notre Dame has
also won 36 consecutive conference
regular-season matches. The two con-
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ference losses the Irish suffered were
to Connecticut and West Virginia
(both on the road) in 1998.

The Irish are 39-0 at home in regu-
lar-season BIG EAST matches.

Goralski grabs BIG EAST weekly
award: Senior middle blocker
Malinda Goralski earned her first
BIG EAST Player of the Week award
on Monday, Sept. 3, after helping
lead the Irish to three straight victo-
ries in the Shamrock Invitational.

She recorded 37 kills and 25 blocks
during the weekend, including slam-
ming down a career-high 18 kills Fri-
day (Aug. 31) against Southwest
Texas State. Goralski, who earned all-
tournament honors, also tied a ca-
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BIG EAST WEEKLY AWARDS

Player(s) of the Week
Sept. 3
Malinda Goralski, Notre Dame
Christine Lambert, Connecticut
Sept. 10
Noreen Carroll, Syracuse
Sept. 24
Yulia Vtyurina, Georgetown
Oct. 1
Kristy Kreher, Notre Dame

Rookie(s) of the Week
Sept. 3
Laura Koster, Syracuse
Sept. 10
Jessica Brizzolara, Boston College
Laura Koster, Syracuse
Sept. 24
Dawn Christjaener, Rutgers
Oct. 1
Brandice Studnicka, West Virginia

BIG EAST STANDINGS

as of Oct. 1
    Team BE overall
1. Notre Dame 3-0 7-3
2. Rutgers 3-0 6-3
3. Georgetown 3-1 6-5
4. St. John’s 3-1 12-2
5. Pittsburgh 2-1 5-6
6. West Virginia 2-1 5-7
7. Connecticut 1-1 10-3
8. Boston College 1-1 10-4
9. Syracuse 1-2 6-6
10. Villanova 1-2 5-7
11. Seton Hall 1-3 5-8
12. Virginia Tech 0-4 3-9
13. Providence 0-4 2-11

reer high with 11 blocks against
Idaho in Notre Dame’s 3-1 win
against the Vandals. On the weekend,
Goralski recorded 3.7 kills and 2.5
blocks per game while hitting .463.

Coaching change: Robin Davis,
most recently an assistant at North-
ern Arizona, has joined the Irish staff
as an assistant. Davis replaces Lind-
say Rosenthal and will help the Irish
in the day-to-day business of the pro-
gram, recruiting and on-court teach-
ing.

Davis also has head coaching ex-
perience at Biola (Calif.) University.
He coached 10 years at Biola, then
moved on to Northern Arizona, help-
ing them qualify for the NCAA Tour-
nament in 1999 and 2000 while cap-
turing the Big Sky Conference Co-
Championship in 2000.

Irish forced to adjust from the com-
forts of home to life on the road:  Notre
Dame played 19 matches in the
friendly confines of the Joyce Center
last season. The Irish had 17 regular-
season home matches scheduled and
won both matches at the 2000 BIG
EAST Volleyball Championship,
which was held on campus.

Notre Dame in the
2001 USA Today/AVCA Poll

Preseason: 20
(3-0, Shamrock Invitaitonal title)
September 3: 20
(3-3, three losses to ranked teams)
September 10: 23
(Four matches postponed)
September 17: 24
(2-0, two three-game victories)
September 24: 24
(2-0, two conference victories)
October 1:

October 8:

October 15:

October 22:

October 29:

November 5:

November 12:

November 19:

November 26:

December 4:

December 19 (final poll):

The 2001 schedule calls for at least
13 road matches, a number that
could increase if the Irish qualify for
the BIG EAST Championship. A key
stretch of the Irish schedule will be
six consecutive road matches from
Oct. 16 through Nov. 4.

Freshman ready to contribute: Even
as the Irish welcome back 10 mono-
gram winners to the 2001 roster,
three talented freshman have joined
the team and have already seen play-
ing time early in the season. Emily
Loomis (Fort Wayne, Ind.) has made
a push for playing time after posting
a 10-6 jump-reach in a preseason test
and displaying solid offensive and
defensive skills. Loomis tied for the
team lead in kills in the Shamrock
Invitational championship match vs.
Idaho with 14. She also tied for a
team-high with eight kills vs. #15
Pepperdine at the U.S.Bank/Arby’s
Tournament in Lincoln, Neb.

OH Leah Nedderman (Grapevine,
Texas) and MB Kelly Corbett
(Mountain View, Calif.) have both
impressed the Irish coaching staff in
the preseason and are poised to see
significant playing time off the
bench. Both Corbett and Nedderman
hit their first career kills against
Valparaiso and also saw action vs.
Syracuse on Sept. 22.

Strong schedule: Irish head coach
Debbie Brown, who led the team to
two key victories over high ranked
opponents in 2000 (3-2 come-from-
behind victory over #15 BYU and a
3-1 win over #22 Loyola
Marymount), has scheduled a num-
ber of highly-rated teams this season.
Notre Dame will face five top 25
teams in 2001, including #8 Florida
in the Gator’s Volleyball Conference
Challenge at Disney’s Wide World of
Sports Complex on Nov. 24. The Irish
have already faced #1 Nebraska, #7
UCLA and #15 Pepperdine this sea-
son at the US Bank/Arby’s Tourna-
ment in Lincoln, Neb.

Northern Iowa, who entered the
USA Today/AVCA Poll on Sept. 9 (cur-
rently ranked 18th), will meet the
Irish on Tuesday, Oct. 16, in the
Quad Cities.
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Career-bests: A number of Irish

players have posted career-bests dur-
ing  the 2001 season. Malinda
Goralski tied her career high in both
kills (18) and blocks (11) vs. South-
west Texas and Idaho, respectively.
Kim Fletcher posted two career-bests
while achieving her first career
double-double with 14 kills and 10
digs against Idaho. Fletcher also
posted a personal-best nine blocks
against Georgetown. Freshman
Emily Loomis also posted 14 kills vs.
the Vandals, for a personal-best total
of her young career.

Junior DS Janie Alderete set a new
career mark with 19 digs against #15
Pepperdine on Sept. 9. Alderete fol-
lowed up her career-high digs effort
with 13 against Valparaiso on Tues-
day.

Notre Dame cancels four matches
due to national developments last
week: Due to the tragedies in New
York, Pennsylvania and Northern Vir-
ginia on Sept. 11, Notre Dame post-
poned its volleyball matches with
Michigan (Sept. 12), Indiana State
(Sept. 14), Tulane (Sept. 14) and
Purdue (Sept. 15).

Said University of Notre Dame di-
rector of athletics Kevin White: "We
believe the horrific developments
(last) Tuesday warrant a national pe-
riod of bereavement and a morato-
rium as far as athletics are concerned.
Consistent with the BIG EAST deci-
sion not to compete in any sports,
we have postponed all athletic events
through the weekend.”

The matches will not be made up
in 2001. The BIG EAST Conference
did not compete in any sports over
the weekend of Sept. 14-16, therefore
no Player of the Week announce-
ments were available on Sept. 17.

The Irish will wear an embroidered
American flag on their uniform for
the rest of the season in remem-
brance of the victims from the Sept.
11 attacks.

Kills:
4g vs. Idaho 65

vs. Georgetown 59
3g vs. SW Texas St. 56

vs. Virginia Tech 52

Hitting Percentage:
vs. SW Texas St. .369
(56 kills, 15 errors, 111 att.)
vs. Virginia Tech .363
(52, 15, 102)

Assists:
4g vs. Idaho 58
4g vs. Georgetown 48
3g vs. Syracuse 47
3g vs. Virginia Tech 46

Aces:
vs. Florida Atlantic 11
vs. Syracuse 10
vs. Idaho 8

Digs:
4g vs. Idaho 64
4g vs. Georgetown 54
3g vs. Pepperdine 56
3g vs. Valparaiso 54

Blocks:
vs. Georgetown 21.0
vs. Idaho 13.0
vs. Florida Atlantic 12.0
vs. Virginia Tech 12.0

UND OPP
Attack:
Kills: 484 439
Errors: 185 267
Total Attacks: 1152 1253
Attack Percentage: .260 .137
Kills/Game: 15.1 13.7
Set:
Assists: 439 398
Assists/Game: 13.7 12.4
Serve:
Aces: 64 43
Errors: 78 67
Aces/Game: 2.0 1.3
Blocks
Total Blocks: 105 61
Blocks Per Game: 3.3 1.9

Team Match Highs
NOTRE DAME MATCH HIGHS

NOTRE DAME VS. OPPONENTS

Hitting Percentage:
Player School
Goralski, M. ND .427
Hayden, D. UP .374
Lambert, C. UC .346
Albert, S. GU .343
Venarchik,L. RU .339

Assists/Game:
Ward, J. GU 12.19
Kinder, K. ND 11.88
Tuyay, P. RU 11.78
Shaker, M. UC 11.39
Brizzolara, J. BC 11.25

Blocks/Game:
Goralski, M. ND 1.81
Haff, H. UP 1.34
Kiriakou, M. RU 1.29
Kleinsorge, A. GU 1.24
Fletcher, K. ND 1.10

Kills/Game:
Hatlestad, W. UP 4.93
Vtyurina, Y. GU 4.74
Warner, L. GU 4.29
Katinger, S. PC 4.28
Bush, S. RU 4.24

Aces/Game:
Neeley, J. SHU 0.61
Spicer, A. VT 0.55
Belin, K. SHU 0.54
Montana, E. WVU 0.46
Wooley, M. UC 0.45

Digs/Game:
Havriluk, D. WVU 3.91
Mercein, K. SJU 3.79
Cella, A. PC 3.63
Katinger, S. PC 3.59
Wooley, L. UC 3.51

TEAM LEADERS

Hitting Percentage
Rutgers .263
Notre Dame .260
Assists
Rutgers 15.06
Georgetown 13.81
Blocks
Notre Dame 3.27 per game
Rutgers 2.69

BIG EAST STATISTICAL LEADERS


