
Rico
Bertucci

Jess
Stewart

Greg
Lopez

C o l l e g e  B a s e b a l l  a t  T h e  E c k

#20 Central Florida Golden Knights (39-13)

vs.

#6 Notre Dame Fighting Irish (43-9)
Wednesday, May 19, 2004 ... Eck Stadium (Notre Dame, Indiana)

UCF NOTRE DAME
2003 Records 31-25, 14-16 A-Sun (9th) 45-18, 16-7 BE (3rd)
Lettermen Ret./Lost 17/16 21/7

CURRENT STATS (BIG EAST rank in parentheses for ND)
Overall Batting Average .300 (3) .314

Runs Per 9 Innings 7.1 (1) 8.8

Home Runs 19 (2) 53

Slugging Percentage .416 (2) .478

Batters’ BB+HBP-K Ratio    -35 (186+55-276) +24 (227+92-295)

On-Base Percentage .384 (1) .412

Stolen Bases 86-110 (8) 59-83

Stolen Base Percentage .782 .711

Overall Team ERA 2.87 (1) 3.49

Pitchers’ K-to-BB Ratio 2.1 (391/183)  2.6 (360/137)

Pitchers’ Ks Per 9 Inn.  8.2 (4) 7.1

Pitchers’ Walks Per 9 Inn. 3.8 (1) 2.7

Opponent Batting Average .229 (2) .247

Fielding Pct./Errors .962/70 (2) .967/66

Double Plays Turned  35 (1) 50

Home Record 24-7 19-4

Road Record (incl. neutral) 15-6 24-5

Record In One-Run Games 6-5 6-2

Extra-Inning Record 3-2 4-0

UCF – Mike Billek

(So., RHP)

4.50, 0-0, 6.0 IP,

4 Ks, 3 BB, 7 H, .304 opp. avg.

• • •

ND – Rico Bertucci

(Fr., RHP)

2.31, 1-0, 11.2 IP

9 Ks, 0 BB, 8 H, .200 opp. avg.

Probable Pitching Matchup

THE TALE OF THE TAPETHE TALE OF THE TAPETHE TALE OF THE TAPETHE TALE OF THE TAPETHE TALE OF THE TAPE

Dee
Brown

Matt Edwards, Steve Sollmann
and Javi Sanchez

Mike Billek

Steve
Andres



1. Notre Dame 18-5 (.783) 43-9
2. Pittsburgh 16-7 (.696) 36-14
3. Boston College 14-7 (.667) 28-22
4. St. John’s 15-8 (.652) 33-18
5. Rutgers 13-8 (.619) 29-20
6. Virginia Tech 10-13 (.435) 27-24

Others: Villanova (8-14), West Virginia (8-15), UConn
(8-15), Georgetown  (8-18), Seton Hall (7-16)

B I G  E A S T  C o n f e r e n c e  B a s e b a l l  S t a n d i n g s

BIG EAST LEADERS

Overall Batting Average
1. Jim Negrych, Pitt ................ .391
2. Craig Cooper, ND .............. .369
7. Matt Macri, ND ................... .360

15. Greg Lopez, ND ................. .342

BIG EAST Batting Average
1. Jason Delaney, BC ............ .397

11. Greg Lopez, ND ................. .351

Overall Home Runs
1. PJ Hiser, Pitt .......................... 20
3. Matt Bransfield, ND ................ 11
4. Matt Macri, ND ...................... 10
6. Matt Edwards, ND ................... 9

13. Steve Andres, ND ................... 7

BIG EAST Home Runs
1. Matt Bransfield, ND ................. 6
3. Matt Macri, ND ........................ 5

Overall RBI
1. PJ Hiser, Pitt ......................... 60
3. Matt Bransfield, Matt Macri and

Matt Edwards, ND ................. 49

BIG EAST RBI
1. Matt Bransfield, ND ............... 31

Overall Slugging Pct.
1. PJ Hiser, Pitt ....................... .797
2. Matt Macri, ND ................... .651
5. Matt Bransfield, ND ............ .607
6. Craig Cooper, ND .............. .582

Overall On-Base Percentage
1. Graig Badger, RU .............. .515
4. Matt Macri, ND ................... .472
5. Steve Andres, ND .............. .470

Overall Stolen Bases (Chris Stanton, VT-29)
3. Graig Badger, RU ................. 24

Overall Triples
1. Ben Copeland, Pitt .................. 7
2. Matt Macri, ND ........................ 6
5. Steve Andres, ND ................... 3

Overall Doubles
1. Jim Negrych, Pitt ...................... 19

13. Greg Lopez, ND .................... 13
Matt Macri, ND ...................... 13

Overall Walks
1. Craig Badger, RU .................. 42
2. Steve Andres, ND ................. 38
4. Matt Macri, ND ...................... 36

Overall Runs Scored
1. Matt Macri, ND ...................... 64

Overall Hits
1. Jeff Frazier, RU ..................... 71
5. Matt Macri, ND ...................... 68

Overall Total Bases
1. PJ Hiser, Pitt ........................ 141
2. Matt Macri, ND .................... 123
9. Matt Bransfield, ND ............. 102

Overall ERA (min. 1 IP per team game)
1. Jeff Samardzija, ND ........... 1.88
8. Chris Niesel, ND ................ 3.72

15. Tom Thornton, ND ............. 4.31

BIG EAST ERA
1. Jeff Landing, VT ................. 1.90
3. Grant Johnson, ND ............ 2.35

10. Jeff Samardzija, ND ........... 3.33
15. Chris Niesel, ND ................ 3.86

Overall Opponent Batting Average
1. Jeff Samardzija, ND ..................
2. Chris Lambert, BC ............. .198

10. Tom Thornton, ND ............. .258

Overall Wins
1. Chris Niesel, ND .................. 7-2

Tom Thornton, ND ............... 7-2

Overall Strikeouts
1. Chris Lambert, BC ................. 87
2. Chris Niesel, ND ................... 76
7. Tom Thornton, ND ................ 60

Overall Saves
1. Ryan Doherty, ND ................... 9

Overall Appearances
1. Craig Hansen, SJU ................ 26
3. Ryan Doherty, ND ................. 25
5. Dan Kapala, ND ....................... 22

Joe Thaman, ND ................... 22

Overall Innings
1. Chris Niesel, ND ................ 82.1
6. Tom Thornton, ND ............. 79.1

This Weekend

VT@ND...VU@RU...SJU@Pitt...BC@SHU... WVU@UConn

Key Head-to-Head Tiebreakers

ND over RU ... ND split vs. BC, SJU ... Pitt over ND, BC

 RU over Pitt ... SJU over RU, BC ... RU-BC rainout

TBD: Pitt-SJU

TONIGHT’S GAME – 6th-ranked Notre Dame meets #20 Central Florida in the second of two non-
conference midweek games at Eck Stadium ... ND has all but clinched at least a share of the BIG EAST
regular-season title while UCF has secured at least a share of the Atlantic-Sun title ... last night was the
team’s first meeting since ’93 and only the second ND-UCF matchup in the last 25 seasons ... the Irish
dropped a doubleheader at UCF in ’79 3-10, 2-5) while the ’93 ND squad beat UCF in an NCAA regional
elimination game at Florida State (12-3) ... the 10-year Paul Mainieri era has featured other marquee non-
conference games at Eck Stadium, with the Irish splitting vs. Alabama in ’95 (5-3, 1-9), a near-sweep of
eventual national champ Miami in ’99 (3-5, 1-0) and a 9-4 win over Arizona State in ’02 ... ND held a late
lead in the first ’99 Miami game and then was one strike away from handing the Hurricanes a rare no-hitter
(it still ended up being Miami’s first shutout loss in 248 games) ... UCF athletic director Steve Orsini is a
former ND football player and athletic department administrator ... Orsini was a team captain and fullback
on ND’s 1977 national championship team ... ND already has defeated two teams this season – Minnesota
(Joel Maturi) and Ball State (Bubba Cunningham) – whose ADs are Notre Dame alums ... former ND
football player Gene Smith also is an ND alum, with the Irish and Sun Devils meeting in 2002 and ’03.

LAST NIGHT – Jeff Samardzija (7 IP, 2 H, 2 BB, 4 Ks, 10 groundball outs, 25 BF) picked up the 4-0 win
over UCF, following Grant Johnson, Chris Niesel and Tom Thornton to give ND four straight dominant
starts (the four starts include a 0.93 combined ERA, 24 Ks, 5 BB, 19 H and .190 opp. batting in 29 IP) ...
ND’s 2-4 hitters – Steve Sollmann (RBI, 2 R, BB, 2B, Matt Bransfield (R) and Javi Sanchez (RBI) – each
had 2 hits ... Taylor Meier took the tough-luck loss (7.1 IP, 4 R/2 ER, 7 H, 4 BB, 4 Ks) ... ND hit 5-for-12 with
runners on base (UCF was 0-for-6) ... Samardzija’s resulting 1.88 ERA would rank among the top 20
nationally ... he held UCF’s lefthanded batters to 1-for-14 hitting.

GREAT GRADUATES – Six Notre Dame seniors – 2B Steve Sollmann, C Javi Sanchez, LHPs Joe
Thaman and Cody Wilkins and IFs Zach Sisko and Tim Murray – graduated last Sunday, maintaining
the program’s 100% graduation rate (59 of 59) among players who have completed their eligibility (eight
others who signed professionally as juniors also have returned to complete their degree requirements) ...
all six of the seniors posted a GPA of 3.4-plus last fall and just closed with an even better 2004 spring
semester as each registered a 2004 spring GPA above 3.55 (led by a 4.0 from marketing major Sollmann,
a 2003 Academic All-American) ... the entire Irish baseball squad just posted a 3.16 team GPA in the 2004
spring semester, led by 11 players at 3.4-plus and 20 above 3.0 ... three ND players – Sollmann (3.44 cum.
GPA), sophomore LHP Tom Thornton (3.49, anthropology/film, television and theater) and sophomore LF
Steve Andres (3.24, business) – are on the CoSIDA Academic All-America ballot (TBA) ... Notre Dame is
the only baseball program to produce two Academic All-American in each of the previous four seasons.

GAME NOTES – Notre Dame is riding a 10-game winning streak and currently owns the nation’s long-
est active streak of seasons with 40-plus wins (16; 34-19 Florida State and 39-13 Wichita State both
entered ’04 with 26 straight 40-win seasons) ... East Carolina (45-8), Oral Roberts (42-8) and Rice (39-9)
are the nation’s only other teams with single-digit losses (out of 287) ... the Irish own a 24-5 road record ...
ND is on the verge of having three double-digit HR hitters for the first time since 1998 (pre-bat restrictions)
... the Irish have won nearly 80% of the games during the '01-'04 seasons when Steve Sollmann has been
in the starting lineup (162-45-1; including 26-3 this season, compared to just 15-6 when he was out with a
fractured jaw) ... ND is 19th in the nation with a 3.49 staff ERA while UCF is 5th (2.87, led by Kyle Bono’s
1.45 and Matt Fox’s 2.02) ... the Irish also rank 14th in the nation for scoring (8.2 runs/gm) while Ryan
Doherty’s 9 saves (in 10 opp.) rank 18th (4th in ND history) ... seven top ND players have combined to
miss 185 games this season due to injury ... the Irish have logged nearly 16,000 travel miles this season ...
ND owns five earlier wins over teams that  were ranked in the national top-25 at the time (USC, Winthrop,
Florida Atlantic, Minnesota and Arizona), also besting a high-powered Texas Tech squad that remains one
of the nation's top offensive squads ... ND's 92 times hit-by-pitch ranks 11th in the NCAA record book
(Nevada holds the record with 125 in '97) ... the Irish have won 23 times in '04 by 5-plus runs ... Grant
Johnson’s 4-hit shutout vs. Rutgers earned him BIG EAST pitcher of the week while 3B Matt Macri was
player of the week (9-for-18, 7 RBI, 2 HR, 2 2B, 5 R, 0 Ks, 2 SB, 0 Es) ... Craig Cooper also hit .500 last
week (10-for-20, 5 RBI, 5 R, HR, 2 2B, 3 SBs) and has hits in 16 of the last 18 games ...  ND has scored in
the 1st inning in 5 of the last 6 games ... Sollmann is batting .444 (12-for-27) since returning from injury ...
he ranks 4th in the ND record book with 292 career hits, plus 5th in stolen bases (79), 6th in runs (204) and
8th in batting avg. (.364) ...  Macri (45) and SS Greg Lopez (35) have combined for 80 error-free games
(Sollmann has yet to make an error at 2B  while 1B Matt Edwards has 4) ... ND is 34 games over .500 for
the 4th season in the program's history ... ND is riding the 2nd-longest scoring streak in the program's
history (138 games; also 369 of the last 370) ... the '01-'04 ND teams have combined to go 181-63-1 ... ND
now owns a 52-8 scoring edge in the 2nd inning ... the Irish have posted 22 error-free games in ’04 ... ND
has blasted 53 HRs after hitting just 31 in ’03 .. the Irish have hit 3 HRs six times in ’04, plus a 4-HR game
at UConn  ... ND is 62-10 in its last 72 at Eck Stadium (since mid-’02) ... Paul Mainieri’s 22-year career
record is 773-448-2 (442-169-1/.722 at ND) ... the team’s .415 on-base pct. would rank 4th in ND history
(best since ’94) while the .247 opp. batting avg.  is 5th-best by an ND staff since 1971 ...  the Irish have won
24 times by 5-plus runs while totaling 30 double-digit hit games ... Brian Stavisky (14, in 2000) is the last
ND player to hit more HR in a season than Matt Bransfield’s 11 ... Cody Rizzo’s 47 hit-by-pitch are an ND
career record (he owns the top season totals: 28 in ’03, 19 in ’04).



NOTRE DAME FIGHTING IRISHNOTRE DAME FIGHTING IRISHNOTRE DAME FIGHTING IRISHNOTRE DAME FIGHTING IRISHNOTRE DAME FIGHTING IRISH   * – lefthanded hitter;  # – switch hitter

NO NAME CL POS HT/WT HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL
2 Tim Murray Sr. IF 6-2/190 Shrub Oak, NY (Lakeland) HS
3 Steve Sollmann (C) Sr. 2B 5-11/195 Cincinnati, OH (St. Xavier HS)
4 Greg Lopez So. SS 6-0/185 Upper Arlington, OH (Upper Arlington HS)
5 Matt Macri Jr. 3B/SS 6-2/190 Clive, IA (Dowling HS)
6 *Danny Dressman Fr. OF 5-9/175 San Jose, CA (Archbishop Mitty HS)
7 *Zach Sisko Sr. IF 6-2/205 Belleville, IL (St. Louis University HS)
8 Chris Fournier Fr. OF/2B 5-11/200 Fairfield, CT (Fairfield HS)
9 Craig Cooper So. OF 6-2/205 Plainview, NY (Chaminade HS)

10 Chris Niesel (C) Jr. RHP 6-0/205 Plantation, FL (St. Thomas Aquinas HS)
11 *Sean Gaston Fr. C 6-0/170 Brownsburg, IN (Brownsburg HS)
12 Matt Bransfield So. DH/LF/1B 6-1/200 Englewood, CO (Cherry Creek HS)
14 Matt Edwards Jr. 1B/3B 6-2/195 Mechanicsville, VA (Lee-Davis HS)
15 Javi Sanchez (C) Sr. C/IF 6-3/205 Miami, FL (Christopher Columbus HS)
16 Alex Nettey So. OF 6-1/195 Dolton, IL (Thornridge HS)
17 Cody Rizzo So. OF 6-1/200 Temecula, CA (Chapparal HS)
18 Brent Weiss Jr. DH 6-1/195 Cockeysville, MD (St. Paul’s HS)
20 Derik Olvey Fr. RHP 6-2/205 Pelham, AL (Pelham HS)
21 *Joe Thaman Sr. LHP/1B 6-4/210 St. Louis, MO (St. Louis University HS)
22 Grant Johnson Jr. RHP 6-5/215 Burr Ridge, IL (Lyons Township HS)
24 Rico Bertucci Fr. RHP 6-0/170 Belleville, IL (Belleville HS)
25 Nick Mainieri So. C 5-11/160 South Bend, IN (St. Joseph’s HS)
29 Cody Wilkins Sr. LHP 6-1/225 Hudson, NC (South Caldwell HS)
30 Tom Thornton So. LHP 6-6/215 Middleboro, MA (Midddleboro HS)
32 Jess Stewart Fr. RHP 6-3/215 Manassas, VA (Manassas HS)
33 Scott Bickford Jr. LHP 6-4/170 Owings, MD (Northern HS)
34 Jeff Manship Fr. RHP 6-1/175 San Antonio, TX (Reagas HS)
35 Chris Vasami Fr. RHP/1B 6-3/250 Mamaroneck, NY (Mamaroneck HS)
36 *Steve Andres So. DH/LF/C 5-10/190 Napa, CA (Justin Siena HS
37 Dan Kapala Fr. RHP 6-5/210 Royal Oak, MI (Shrine Catholic HS)
38 Tyler Jones Jr. RHP 6-4/205 Arlington, TX (James Martin HS)
44 #Mike Dury Fr. LHP/1B 6-5/225 Indianapolis, IN  (Bishop Chatard H)
45 Jeff Samardzija Fr. RHP 6-5/205 Valparaiso, IN (Valparaiso HS)
46 Matt Whittington Fr. LHP 6-1/185 Melbourne, FL (Melbourne Central Catholic HS)
47 Ryan Doherty So. RHP 7-1/220 Toms River, NJ (Toms River East HS)
49 John Axford Jr. RHP 6-5/180 Port Dover, Ontario (Assumption College HS)

Head Coach: # 1 Paul Mainieri (St. Thomas '82, 10th season at Notre Dame)
Assistants: #19 David Grewe (Dayton ’98), #26 Terry Rooney (Radford ’96), John Gumpf (CS San Bernadino ’97)

2003 Notre Dame

CENTRAL FLORIDA GOLDEN KNIGHTSCENTRAL FLORIDA GOLDEN KNIGHTSCENTRAL FLORIDA GOLDEN KNIGHTSCENTRAL FLORIDA GOLDEN KNIGHTSCENTRAL FLORIDA GOLDEN KNIGHTS  * – lefthanded hitter;  # – switch hitter

NO NAME CL POS HT/WT HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL
1 #Jon Cooper So. IF 5-9/155 Orlando, FL/Lake Highland HS
4 *Clay Timpner Jr. OF 6-2/190 LaBelle, FL/LaBelle HS
5 Marshall Bernhard Jr. IF 5-10/180 Fernandina Beach, FL/Central FL JC
6 #Kevin Richmond Jr. IF 5-11/170 Clearwater, FL/Florida State
7 Chandler Rose Fr. IF 6-2/200 Fort Myers, FL/Univ. of New Orleans
8 Matt Ray Fr. IF 5-9/160 Riceville, TN/McMinn County HS
9 Burt Clark Sr. LHP 6-5/250 Melbourne, FL/Palmbay HS

11 Drew Butera So. C 6-1/190 Lake Mary, FL/Bishop Moore HS
12 Matt Fox Jr. RHP 6-3/190 Coral Springs, FL/Douglas HS
13 *David Mann Sr. OF/DH 5-10/165 Columbus, GA/Lake City JC
14 Barry Baxter Fr. OF 6-1/180 Oviedo, FL/Oviedo HS
15 Bridger Hunt Fr. OF/IF 6-0/170 Lake Mary, FL/Oviedo HS
16 Garrett McLeod Jr. IF 5-10/170 Tallahassee, FL/Tallahassee JC
17 Derek Abriola Fr. RHP 6-1/185 Orlando, FL/Timber Creek HS
19 *Brian Brooks Fr. LHP 5-11/165 Oviedo, FL/Oviedo HS
20 Justin Mahon Jr. IF/OF 6-1/180 Fort Myers, FL/Mars Hill HS
21 *Ryan Bono So. C/1B 6-2/210 Lake Mary, FL/Lake Mary HS
22 Brett Bordwine Fr. RHP 6-1/175 Melbourne, FL/Eau Gallie HS
23 Darren Newlin Jr. RHP 6-1/195 Tallahassee, FL/Tallahassee JC
24 Taylor Cobb Jr. RHP 6-6/220 Jacksonville, FL/Bolles HS
26 Taylor Meier Fr. RHP 6-6/205 Altamonte Springs, FL/Orangewood JC
27 *Drake Wade Jr. OF 6-2/210 Lakeland, FL/Polk JC
28 *Dave Lambert So. IF 6-3/210 Chesterton, IN/Chesterton HS
29 Kyle Bono So. RHP 6-3/200 Lake Mary, FL/Lake Mary HS
30 Matt Rhodes Jr. RHP 6-3/175 Orlando, FL/Tallahassee JC
31 Mike Billek So. RHP 6-4/235 Palm Harbor, FL/East Lake HS
32 Dee Brown Jr. OF 5-11/235 Brooksville, FL/Hernando HS
33 Tim Ford Jr. C 5-11/210 Gainesville, FL/Oak Hill HS
34 *Mike Mercadante Jr. LHP 5-10/185 Gainesville, FL/Tallahassee JC
36 *Jaime Douglas Jr. LHP 6-4/200 South Point, Ohio/Ohio Dominican JC
37 Tim Bascom Fr. RHP 6-2/180 Dunedin, FL/Dunedin HS
39 *Matthew LaFleur So. IF 6-2/220 Chesapeake, VA/Marshall HS

Head Coach: #2 Jay Bergman (22nd season)    Assistants: #38 Craig Cozart, #44 Derek Wolfe, #40 Nick Whidden
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