
IRISH HOST OHIO UNIVERSITY:  The Notre Dame women’s lacrosse team will put its 8-0
mark and school-record 12-game winning streak on the line on Tuesday, April 6 when the Irish
play host to the Ohio University Bobcats.   That game will be played at Notre Dame’s Moose
Krause Stadium beginning at 3:00 p.m.   Notre Dame is coming off a 14-8 win at Connecticut on
Saturday night that improved the Irish to 8-0 on the year and 3-0 in BIG EAST Conference play,
good for a share of the league lead with Georgetown.  Ohio University, members of the American
Lacrosse Conference (ALC), is coming off a 16-7 home win versus Davidson on April 2.  The
Bobcats will bring a 5-3 overall record into Tuesday’s game with Notre Dame.  Following the Ohio
University game, the Irish return to action on Saturday, April 10 when they travel to Columbus,
Ohio to face the Ohio State Buckeyes.  That game will be played at Jesse Owens Memorial Sta-
dium with a 1:00 p.m. (EDT) start.

IRISH VERSUS OHIO: Notre Dame and Ohio University have met four times over the last four
seasons with the Irish winning all four games.  Notre Dame is 2-0 at home versus the Bobcats and
2-0 in Athens, Ohio.  The two teams met last March 11 at Peggy Pruitt Field with the Irish taking
a 19-4 win in their second game of the season.  The last time the two schools played at Notre
Dame, the Irish won at the Loftus Sports Center by a 15-3 margin.  Ohio University is the alma
mater of Notre Dame head coach Tracy Coyne, who graduated in 1983.

HEAD COACH TRACY COYNE:  Notre Dame head coach Tracy Coyne is in her eighth season
with the Irish and is the only coach the program has ever known.  Coyne owns a 65-43 (.602)
record at Notre Dame and is 179-69 (.722) in her 17-year coaching career.  She is 4-0 versus Ohio
University in her coaching career.  In 2003, she led the Irish to an 8-7 record and a 4-2 mark in the
BIG EAST, good for third in the league standings.  In 2002, Coyne led the Irish to their first-ever
NCAA tournament bid as Notre Dame advanced to the quarterfinals before losing to eventual
champion, Princeton, 11-5.  The Pittsburgh, Pa., native led Denison (1988) and Roanoke (1990,
1991, 1992, 1994, 1996) to the NCAA Division III tournament during stops at those schools.  A
1983 graduate of Ohio University, Coyne has coached on the international level as the head coach
for the Canadian women’s lacrosse national team.  She led the team to the medal round at the 2001
World Cup and will serve as head coach of Team Canada again for the 2005 World Cup.

CONNECTICUT RECAP:    Meredith Simon (Sr., Flemington, N.J.)  and Kassen Delano (Sr.,
Alexandria, Va.) combined for seven goals and two assists to lead Notre Dame to a 14-8 win over
the Connecticut Huskies on April 3 at Storrs, Conn.  Playing on a cold, windy night, the two teams
played to a 5-5 tie at half time as UConn’s Tracy Mullaney scored three goals, including one with
47 seconds left in the half to tie the game.  Notre Dame got two goals from Simon and single goals
from Meghan Murphy (Fr., Centennial, Colo.), Abby Owen (Sr., Briarcliff Manor, N.Y.) and
Andrea Kinnik (Sr., West Chester, Pa.) for its five first-half tallies.  The Irish offense came to life
in the second half as they scored nine times.  Notre Dame built an 8-5 lead just over six minutes
into the half on a free-position goal by Delano and goals 15 seconds apart by Jackie Bowers (Jr.,
Springfield, Pa.)  and Simon at 6:11 and 6:26.  UConn’s Jacqui Hamilton halted that run to make
it 8-6 before goals by Crysti Foote (So., Suffern, N.Y.) and Kristen Gaudreau (Sr., Annapolis,
Md.) made it 10-6.  The Huskies cut the lead to 10-7 with 13:39 left in the game, but that was as
close as they would get.  Lauren Fischer (Sr., Pittsburgh, Pa.) scored with 2:44 left and Delano
added a pair (with 1:59 and 1:28 left on the clock).  Simon closed the scoring with her fourth goal
of the game with 10 seconds left in the 14-8 win.  The Irish outshot the Huskies, 32-22. Carol
Dixon (Jr., Pennsauken, N.J.) made eight saves in picking up her eighth win of the season for
Notre Dame.

ON A TEAR:  Senior midfielder Meredith Simon continued her torrid scoring pace with a five-
point game (four goals, one assist) in the win at Connecticut.  Through eight games this season,
Simon leads the Irish in scoring with 27 goals and 11 assists for 38 points.  The 27 goals equals her
entire output from last season and is one off her career mark of 28 set in 2002.  Her career highs for
assists are 14 and points are 41, with both marks set last season.  As of March 29, she was eighth in
the country with 4.71 points per game.  At Notre Dame she has 90 goals (third all-time), 32 assists
(fifth all-time) for 122 career points (fourth-best all-time).

AND THE BEAT GOES ON:  Notre Dame can look back on the end of the 2003 season as a jump
start for the 2004 campaign.  The Irish ended the season with four straight wins to improve from 4-
7 on the year to 8-7 overall.  With eight wins to start the 2004 season, the Irish have now won 12
straight going into this week’s action. The previous longest winning streak for the Irish was six
games from 3/13/01 to 3/31/01.

February
27 Fri. at California W, 12-11 (ot)
29 Sun. at #15 Stanford W, 16-5

March
7 Sun. #19 Cornell W, 20-7

10 Wed. vs. #2 Duke W, 11-9
(at Disney World - Orlando, Fla.)

14 Sun. vs. #6 James Madison W, 9-7
(at Disney World - Orlando, Fla.)

26 Fri. * Virginia Tech W, 18-11
28 Sun. * Boston College W, 17-7

April
3 Sat.    * at Connecticut W, 14-8

6 Tues. Ohio University 3:00 p.m.
10 Sat. at Ohio State 1:00 p.m.
17 Sat. * at Georgetown 1:00 p.m.
20 Tues. at Northwestern 4:00 p.m.
23 Fri. Johns Hopkins 7:00 p.m.
25 Sun. * at Rutgers 12:00 noon

May
1 Sat. * Syracuse 1:00 p.m.
8 Sat. Vanderbilt 1:00 p.m.

* BIG EAST Conference Game.
Home game in bold
All times are local to game site.

2004 NOTRE DAME
WOMEN’S LACROSSE (8-0/3-0)

NOTRE DAME WOMEN’S LACROSSE
RELEASE:  April 5, 2004

#3 Irish Return Home To Face Ohio University On April 6
* Irish go to 8-0/3-0 with 14-8 win at Connecticut.
* Meredith Simon and Kassen Delano combine for seven goals in Irish BIG EAST win.

2004 TEAM INFORMATION

Sports Information Office
University of Notre Dame
112 Joyce Center
Notre Dame, IN  46556
www.und.com
574-631-7516

Head Coach
Tracy Coyne (Ohio University, 1983)
Eighth season at Notre Dame (65-43, .602)
Overall 17th season (179-69, .722)

Assistant Coaches
Brooke Crawford (North Carolina, 1999)
Second Season at Notre Dame
Jen Newitt (Dartmouth, 2002)
Second Season at Notre Dame

2004 Captains
Andrea Kinnik
Meredith Simon

Tentative Starting Lineup
#5 Meghan Murphy M Fr.
#7 Lauren Fischer A Sr.

#13 Andrea Kinnik M Sr.
#16 Abby Owen M Sr.
#18 Crysti Foote A So.
#23 Meaghan Fitzpatrick D Fr.
#24 Jackie Bowers A Jr.
#27 Meredith Simon M Sr.
#29 Kassen Delano M Sr.
#30 Kristen Gaudreau D Sr.
#33 Jess Mikula M Jr.
#34 Carol Dixon GK Jr.



NOTRE DAME WOMEN’S LACROSSE - The Ohio University Game - April 6, 2004

IRISH ON THE NATIONAL SCENE:   Notre
Dame figures prominently in the national statis-
tics this week (through games of March 29):

Individuals:
Points per game:  Meredith Simon, 8th, 4.71 ppg
Goals per game: Meredith Simon, 11th, 3.29 gpg
GAVG:  Carol Dixon, 15th, 8.03 GAVG
Save Pct:  Carol Dixon, 20th, .537 save pct.

Team:
Goals per game:  1st, 14.71 gpg
Team Defense:  14th, 8.14 opponent gpg
Margin of Victory:  5th, +6.57 gpg
Ground Balls:  17th, 26.29
Draw Controls:  5th, 13.57
Caused Turnovers:  10th, 11.43

SCORING STREAKS:  Meredith Simon  con-
tinued her scoring streak versus Connecticut that
has now reached 19 games.  Abby Owen and
Lauren Fischer have scored in every game this
season.  Here are the current Irish scoring streaks
going into the Ohio University game.

Meredith Simon - 19 games (49g, 18a, 67 pts)
Abby Owen  - 8 games (21g, 6a, 27 pts)
Lauren Fischer - 8 games (15g, 6a, 21 pts)
Kassen Delano - 7 games (10g, 4a, 14 pts)
Jackie Bowers - 5 games (7g, 3a, 10 pts)
Crysti Foote - 3 games (7g, 3a, 10 pts)
Kristen Gaudreau - 3 games (3g, 1a, 4 pts)

CAREER YEAR:  You thought that midfielder
Abby Owen had a breakout season in 2003 when
she had 15 goals and 10 assists for 25 points???
Well, in 2004, through the first eight games of
the season, Owen has already scored 21 goals
with six assists for 27 points (a new career high).
She has four games this season with four points
and three games with three points on the year.
She had a career-high four-goal game versus
Stanford on Feb. 29.  She was named Inside La-
crosse Magazine Player of the Week for the week
ending Feb. 29.

DELANO DELIGHTS:  Senior midfielder
Kassen Delano turned in a season-best four-point
game (three goals and one assist) in the win over
Connecticut.  The three-goal game was the third
of her career and the four-point game was the
second.  Delano’s other four-point game came
versus Connecticut on April 8, 2001.  On the sea-
son, Delano has 10 goals and four assists for 14
points.  Her career highs are 15 goals and five
assists for 20 points, marks set as a freshman in
2001.

IRISH HONORS:  The following Notre Dame
players have been honored during 2004.
Carol Dixon - BIG EAST co-defensive player

of the week (Feb. 29)
Andrea Kinnik  -BIG EAST co-defensive player

of the week (March 29)
Abby Owen  - Inside Lacrosse Magazine

Player of the Week (Feb. 29)
Meredith Simon -BIG EAST offensive player of

the week (March 29)
BIG EAST co-offensive player
of the week (March 8)

HIGH-SCORING IRISH:  Notre Dame leads
the nation in scoring with 14.63 goals per game
through the first eight games of the season.  That’s
the all-time best scoring mark for the Irish.  The
previous best is 13.56 goals per game and that
came during the 1997 season, the first year that
the program existed.

FIVE FOR BOWERS:  Just when you thought
that the Irish didn’t have enough goal scorers in
the lineup,  Jackie Bowers joined the attack ver-
sus Virginia Tech (March 26).  All the junior at-
tack player did was rack up a career-best five
goals in the win.  For the weekend versus Vir-
ginia Tech and Boston College, Bowers had six
goals and one assist for seven points.  On the year,
Bowers has eight goals and five assists for 13
points.  All are career highs. Bowers had three
goals and one assist for four points in limited
action last season.

SIMON AND KINNIK NAMED BIG EAST
PLAYERS OF THE WEEK:   For the second
time this season, senior midfielder Meredith
Simon  has been named BIG EAST offensive
player of the week (for the week ending March
28).  Simon was named co-offensive player of
the week for the week ending March 8.  In two
wins last week versus Virginia Tech and Boston
College, Simor recorded eight goals and three as-
sists for 11 points.  She also had six ground balls
and eight draw controls in the two wins.  Versus
Virginia Tech, Simon had her second seven-point
game of the year (four goals and three assists)
with six ground balls and three draw controls.
Versus Boston College, she added four goals and
five draw controls in the win.  Andrea Kinnik
(West Chester, Pa.), a senior defender, was se-
lected as the league’s co-defensive player of the

week (March 28) for the first time as she recorded
six ground balls, three draw controls and caused
three turnovers in the wins versus Virginia Tech
and Boston College.  Kinnik also set up Notre
Dame’s first goal of the game in the 17-7 win
over Boston College.  She leads Notre Dame with
25 ground balls on the year and is third with 12
draw controls.

SCORIN LAUREN:  Senior attacker Lauren
Fischer has started her final season with the Irish
on an offensive roll.  Through eight games,
Fischer has 15 goals and six assists for 21 points
to rank third in team scoring.  Fischer’s three-
assist game on March 28 versus Boston College
is a career high.  Her four-point game versus
Cornell (Mar. 7) was the second of her career and
is a career high.  She picked up her second three-
goal game of the season when she scored three
times in the win over James Madison.  She has
had three-goal games four times in her career.
She is well on her way to passing her career-bests
in goals (18), assists (6) and points (24) that were
established last season.

KINNIK FOR THE DEFENSE:  Senior An-
drea Kinnik had a breakout season in 2003 for
the Irish.  She led the team with 44 ground balls
and 22 caused turnovers while tying for fifth with
20 draw controls.  Her defensive skills were rec-
ognized in the postseason when she was named
first-team Brine/IWLCA all-Mid-Atlantic Region
and third-team All-America by
womenslacrosse.com.  She already has scored
four goals this season and leads the team with 25
ground balls, is third with 12 draw controls and
is second with 12 caused turnovers.

2004 Notre Dame Personnel Breakdown

Top Returnees (yr., pos., ht./wt. ... 2003 stats)
Kassen Delano (Sr., D, 5-8, 3-1-4, 15 GP).................Quick, versatile player in transition; top player on draw controls
Lauren Fischer (Sr., A, 5-5, 18-5-23, 15 GP).............Steady, reliable player in Irish attack; 35 goals in last two seasons
Kristen Gaudreau (Sr., D, 5-9, 1-1-2, 15 GP).............One of team’s top defensive players; strong transition player.
Bridget Higgins (Sr., D, 5-7, 0-0-0, 9 GP) .................Injury-plagued the last two seasons; should be a regular defender in 2004
Andrea Kinnik (Sr., M/D, 5-7, 1-1-2, 15 GP) ............Co-captain; third-team all-American, preseason all-BIG EAST
Abby Owen (Sr., M, 5-8, 15-10-25, 15 GP)...............All-BIG EAST; paces Irish attack at midfield; strong around the goal
Meredith Simon (Sr., M/A, 5-6, 27-14-41, 15 GP) ....Co-captain; 2003 all-BIG EAST and all-region; preseason all-BIG EAST
Jackie Bowers (Jr., A, 5-7, 3-1-4, 10 GP)...................Will look to break into lineup in 2004; had strong fall at attack
Carol Dixon (Jr., GK, 5-8, 0-0-0, 8.93 GAVG, .571) ....Team’s top returning goalkeeper; saw action in five games in 2003
Jess Mikula (Jr., D, 5-7, 0-0-0, 11 GP).......................Strong defensive player who should break into the lineup in 2003
Crysti Foote (So., M/A, 5-6, 27-11-38, 15 GP)......All-Mid-Atlantic region as a freshman; 3rd in scoring as a frosh
Mary McGrath (So., A, 5-6, 9-15-14, 15 GP) ........Talented playmaker who will be a key player in Irish attack

Top Players Lost (Yr., Pos., 2003 Stats)
Angela Dixon (Sr., A, 5-7, 15-14-29, 13 GP).............Finished career with strong season; had 12g-10a in last five games
Elizabeth Knight (Sr., D, 5-6, 0-0-0, 15 GP)..............Team captain; solid defensive player over four seasons
Kelly McCardell (Sr., D, 5-5, 3-0-3, 15 GP)..............Team captain; four-year starter on defense
Anne Riley (Sr., M, 5-8, 16-2-18, 15 GP)..................Tough, tenacious midfielder who had career-high 16 goals as a senior
Danielle Shearer (Sr., A, 5-5, 35-26-61, 15 GP) ........ Notre Dame’s all-time leading scorer with 130g-66a-196 pts
Eleanor Weille (Sr., M, 5-8, 13-11-24, 15 GP)........... Turned in career-year in 2003; strong playmaking midfielder
Jen White (Sr., GK, 5-7, 8-7, 9.86 GAVG, .504) .......Top goaltender in Notre Dame history; 3rd team all-American in 2003

Top Newcomers (all freshmen)
Meaghan Fitzpatrick..................... D............5-8..............Farmingdale, N.Y./St. Anthony's
Kristin Hopson ............................. D............5-8..............Rosemont, Pa./Radnor
Katie Linhares .............................GK ..........5-4..............Greenwich, Conn./Greenwich
Meghan Murphy...........................M............5-6..............Centennial, Colo./Cherry Creek
Kaki Orr........................................M............5-6..............Darien, Conn./Choate Rosemary Hall
Megan O'Shaughnessy ...............M/A..........5-7..............Englewood, Colo./Kent Denver School
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IWLCA RANKINGS (as of March 29, 2004)
No. Team (1st place votes) Points Last

Week
1. Princeton (15) (5-0) 300 1
2. Georgetown (6-1) 284 2
3. NOTRE DAME (7-0) 264 3
4. Loyola (9-1) 253 t-5
5. Virginia (8-2) 245 4
6. Duke (6-3) 217 7
7. James Madison (5-2) 207 t-5
8. Maryland (8-2) 203 8
9. Vanderbilt (5-2) 181 t-9

10. Syracuse (4-2) 154 t-9
11. Dartmouth (4-2) 152 11
12. Johns Hopkins (8-0) 139 12
13. North Carolina (6-3) 109 14
14. Yale (4-3) 104 t-15
15. Northwestern (6-1) 101 13
16. William & Mary (4-4) 60 17
17. Towson (7-2) 46 NR
18. Penn State (2-7) 37 20
19. Richmond (4-4) 33 19
20. Stanford (6-4) 14 NR

Receiving Votes:  Ohio State, 12; Boston
University, 9.

2004 Inside Lacrosse Magazine 2004 Poll
(as of March 29, 2004)

No. Team
 1. Princeton
 2. Georgetown
3. NOTRE DAME
4. Virginia
5. Duke
6. Maryland
7. Loyola
8. James Madison
9. Vanderbilt

10. Syracuse
11. Dartmouth
12. Johns Hopkins
13. North Carolina
14. Yale
15. Northwestern
16. William & Mary
17. Towson
18. Richmond
19. Penn State
20. George Mason

Teams in bold on 2004 Notre Dame schedule

2004 BIG EAST STANDINGS  (as of April 5)

Team BIG EAST Pct. Overall Pct.
Notre Dame 3-0 1.000 8-0 1.000
Georgetown 3-0 1.000 7-1 .875
Syracuse 2-1 .667 6-2 .750
Virginia Tech 2-2 .500 5-4 .556
Boston College 0-2 .000 5-5 .500
Connecticut 0-2 .000 3-7 .300
Rutgers 0-3 .000 4-5 .444

2004 Notre Dame Women’s Lacrosse Roster
No. Name Pos. Ht Yr. Birthdate Hometown/High School

2 Brittany Fox M 5-7 So. 9-22-84 Annapolis,MD/St.Mary’s
3 Kristin Hopson D 5-8 Fr. 9-10-84 Rosemont,PA/Radnor
4 Lindsay Shaffer M 5-8 Jr. 6-18-83 Seneca Falls, NY/Mynderse Academy
5 Meghan Murphy M 5-6 Fr. 7/6/84 Centennial, Colo./Cherry Creek
7 Lauren Fischer A 5-5 Sr. 2-16-82 Pittsburgh,PA/Ellis School
8 Lena Zentgraf D 5-4 So. 5-7-84 Charlottesville, VA/Charlottesville
9 Kerry Van Shura D 5-6 So. 9-24-84 Bel Air, MD/John Carroll

10 Lisa Lombardi M 5-11 Jr. 7-1-82 Milton, MA/Milton Academy
11 Mia Novic A 5-6 Sr. 10-30-81 Murrysville, PA/Franklin
12 Katie Killeen D 5-4 So. 7-15-84 Manhasset, NY/Manhasset
13 Andrea Kinnik (C) M/D 5-7 Sr. 5-26-82 West Chester, PA/W.C. Henderson
14 Corey Samperton A 5-5 So. 8-12-83 Bethesda, MD/St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
15 Katie Linhares GK 5-4 Fr. 1-30-85 Greenwich, Conn./Greenwich
16 Abby Owen M 5-8 Sr. 9-9-82 Briarcliff Manor, NY/Hackley School
17 Meghan deMello M/D 5-5 So. 7-19-84 Manlius, NY/Christian Brothers Acad.
18 Crysti Foote M/A 5-6 So. 4-17-84 Suffern, NY/Suffern
19 Megan O'Shaughnessy A 5-7 Fr. 6-4-84 Englewood, Colo./Kent-Denver School
20 Maura Costello M 5-5 Jr. 5-15-83 Manhasset, NY/Manhasset
21 Molly Miner D 5-5 So. 4-16-84 Englewood, CO/Colorado Academy
22 Morgan Molinari A 5-6 So. 11-16-83 Manhasset, NY/Sacred Heart Academy
23 Meaghan Fitzpatrick D 5-8 Fr. 2-9-85 Farmingdale, N.Y./St. Anthony's
24 Jackie Bowers A 5-7 Jr. 2-12-83 Springfield, PA/Springfield
27 Meredith Simon (C) M/A 5-6 Sr. 2-27-82 Flemington, NJ/Hunterdon Central
29 Kassen Delano M 5-8 Sr. 3-30-82 Alexandria, VA/St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
30 Kristen Gaudreau D 5-9 Sr. 4-27-82 Annapolis, MD/St. Mary’s
31 Kaki Orr M 5-6 Fr. 3-29-03 Darien, Conn./Choate Rosemary Hall
32 Mary McGrath A 5-6 So. 9-22-83 Bryn Mawr, PA/Radnor
33 Jess Mikula M/D 5-7 Jr. 3-7-83 Chester, MD/St. Mary’s
34 Carol Dixon G 5-8 Jr. 12-27-82 Pennsauken, NJ/Moorestown Friends
35 Bridget Higgins D 5-7 Sr. 10-11-82 Wilton, CT/Wilton

Head Coach: Tracy Coyne (Ohio, 1983)
Assistant Coaches: Brooke Crawford (North Carolina ‘99) and Jennifer Newitt (Dartmouth ‘02)
Athletic Trainer:  Trish Matyshak
Senior Manager:  John Moore
Junior Manager:  Carolyn Gass

PRONUNCIATION KEY:

Kassen Delano - CASS-en DEL-ah-no
Kristen Gaudreau - GOO-dro
Katie Killeen  - KILL-lean
Katie Linhares - Lin-AIR-es

Jess Mikula  - Mih-COO-lah
Mia Novic  - MEE-ah NO-vick
Lena Zentgraf  -ZENT-graff

VERSUS THE BEST:  Through eight games this
season, Notre Dame has faced teams ranked in
the top 20 in four of them and has won them all.
All-time, Notre Dame is now 13-27 versus teams
that were ranked in the top 20. Among Notre
Dame’s wins this season versus ranked teams are
victories over #2 Duke and #6 James Madison.
Those two wins came against the highest-ranked
teams the Irish have ever beaten.   The previous
highest-ranked team Notre Dame beat  was Yale
(7th-ranked) in 2001 and in 2002, they downed
7th-ranked Syracuse.  In 2003, the Irish were 3-7
versus teams ranked in the top 20.

NEW SHERIFF IN TOWN:  When the Irish
opened the 2004 season at Cal-Berkeley, Carol
Dixon became the first goalkeeper to start a game
for the Irish besides Jen White (‘03) since the
final game of the 2000 season.  White started 48
consecutive games for Notre Dame, between
2001-2003.  Dixon served as White’s backup the
previous two seasons and saw action in five
games last year, playing 121 minutes with a 8.93
goals-against average and a .571 save percent-

age.  She was 0-0 on the year.  This season, Dixon
has acquitted herself quite well as she has an
eight-game winning streak to start the season and
has an 8.02 goals against average and a .532 save
percentage.   She ranks second in the BIG EAST
with the 8.02 goals-against average and is third
with the .532 save percentage.  As of March 28,
Her goals against is the 15th best in the nation
and the save percentage is tied for 20th.  Dixon
was named the BIG EAST co-Defensive Player
of the Week for the week ending February 29.

SLAMMING THE DOOR:   Through eight
games this season, Notre Dame’s defense has
given up just 65 goals for an 8.13 goals-against
average.  The best goals against in the program’s
previous seven seasons was 7.49 and that came
during Notre Dame’s best season ever, 2002,
when the Irish went 13-5 and advanced to the
NCAA quarterfinals.
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2004 BIG EAST Women’s Lacrosse Coaches’ Preseason Poll

No.Team (First place votes) BE Record/Overall Points
1. Georgetown (6) 6-0/13-4 36
2. Syracuse (1) 5-1/10-6 29
3. Notre Dame 4-2/8-7 26
4. Rutgers 3-3/12-4 20
5. Connecticut 1-5/8-8 16
6. Boston College 2-4/9-6 15
7. Virginia Tech 0-6/3-14 6

2004 Preseason All-BIG EAST Team
Cristina Curiale (Rutgers) Sr. Attack
Michi Ellers (Georgetown) Sr. Midfield
Lyndsey Feldman (Rutgers) Jr. Goalkeeper
Monica Joines (Syracuse) Jr. Midfield
Andrea Kinnik (Notre Dame) Sr. Midfield/Defense
Gloria Lozano (Georgetown) Sr. Midfield
Tracy Mullaney (Connecticut) Jr. Attack
Anouk Peters (Georgetown) Sr. Attack
Meredith Simon (Notre Dame) Sr. Midfield/Attack
Kate Threadgold (Virginia Tech) Sr. Attack
Stephanie Walker (Syracuse) So. Midfield
Jackie Jovakin (Boston College) Jr. Midfield
Leigh-Ann Zimmer (Syracuse) Sr. Attack

Preseason Offensive Player of the Year
Leigh-Ann Zimmer (Syracuse) Sr. Midfield

Preseason Defensive Player of the Year
Michi Ellers (Georgetown) Sr. Midfield

GOING ON THE OFFENSIVE:  Notre Dame’s
defense has even joined in on the goal scoring
this season.  The Irish defense scored twice in
the game with Connecticut as both Kristen
Gaudreau and Andrea Kinnik picked up goals in
the win.  In eight games this season, Irish de-
fenders have 11 goals and two assists on the year.
Kristen Gaudreau leads the defense with six
goals and an assist for seven points.  Andrea
Kinnik has four goals and an assist on the year
and Jess Mikula (Jr., Chester, Md.) has one
goal.

ON THE RIGHT FOOTE:  After being held
off the scoresheet for two consecutive games,
sophomore midfielder Crysti Foote has gotten
her scoring touch back over the last three games.
Over the three games, Foote has seven goals and
three assists for 10 points.  On the season, Foote
is fourth in scoring with 11 goals and six assists
for 17 points on the year.  As a freshman in 2003,
she finished third on the team in scoring with 27
goals and 11 assists for 38 points.  Foote played
in all 15 games, starting the final six of the sea-
son.  In those six games, she racked up 18 goals
and eight assists for 26 points.  She ended the
year with an eight-game scoring streak with 22
goals and nine assists for 31 points.  During her
streak, Foote had six-point games versus
Georgetown (4g, 2a) and Davidson (3g, 3a).  She
also had a four-goal game versus Vanderbilt to
close the year.  Following the season, Foote be-
came the first Notre Dame women’s lacrosse
freshman to be named to the Brine/IWLCA all-
Mid-Atlantic region team.

SEASON-BY-SEASON:  Notre Dame women’s
lacrosse in its first eight seasons:

Overall        BIG EAST
1997 5-4             ----
1998 7-6             ----
1999 9-6             ----
2000 5-10             ----
2001 10-5            4-2, tie 2nd
2002 13-5            5-1, 2nd
2003 8-7            4-2, 3rd
2004 8-0            3-0, t-1st
Totals 65-43, .602       16-5, .762

THE CAPTAINS:  Serving as captains for the
Notre Dame women’s lacrosse team in 2004 will
be seniors Andrea Kinnik (West Chester, Pa.)
and Meredith Simon (Flemington, N.J.).  For
both players are first-year captains for the Irish.

NEW KIDS:   Freshman midfielder Meghan
Murphy (Fr., Centennial, Colo.) has stepped
right into the Notre Dame lineup and has played
like a veteran through the first eight games of the
season.  Murphy had a career-high three goals
and four points in the win over Cornell (Mar. 7),
just her third game in an Irish uniform.  For the
season she has seven goals and one assist for eight
points and is seventh on the team in scoring.  Fel-
low freshman defender Meaghan Fitzpatrick
(Farmingdale, N.Y.) made her first career start
versus Connecticut and has seen action in all eight
games on defense. Sophomore Brittany Fox (So.,
Annapolis, Md.) scored her first career goal in
the win over Cornell in her second career game.

Junior midfielder
Maura Costello
( M a n h a ss et ,
N.Y.) and sopho-
more defender
Katie Killeen
( M a n h a ss et ,
N.Y.)  both saw
their first action
for the Irish
women’s lacrosse
team versus
Cornell.  Kristin
Hopson (Fr.,
Rosemont, Pa.)
saw her first action
versus Virginia
Tech while Megan
O’Shaughnessy
(Fr., Englewood,
Colo.) and Kaki
Orr (Fr., Darien,
Conn.) saw their
first career action
versus Boston
College.

THE LONGEST
GAME:  Notre
Dame’s overtime
win versus Cali-
fornia was the sev-
enth overtime
game in the
program’s history.
The Irish are now
3-4 in games that
go beyond regula-
tion time.  On
April 13, 2003,
Notre Dame played the longest game in its his-
tory, a double-overtime loss to Stanford (14-13)
that became the longest game in Notre Dame his-
tory as the two team’s battled for 72 minutes (60
regulation minutes and four three-minute over-
time stanzas).  The previous long game came in
2003 versus Duke as the Irish played 71:45 be-
fore losing a 10-9 decision.  That game ended in
sudden-death as the winning goal was scored with
just 15 seconds left in the fourth three-minute
overtime.

CLOSE ONES: Notre Dame’s 12-11 overtime
win on Feb. 27 was the 15th one-goal game in
the program’s history.  The Irish are now 7-8 in
those games.  During the 2003 season, Notre
Dame was 1-3 in one-goal games with two of the
losses coming in back-to-back overtime contests.

GREAT GOALS:  Notre Dame ended the 2003
season on the right note by setting a school record
for goals in an away game when the Irish scored
22 at #15 Vanderbilt (22-11) in the season finale.
The 22-goal outburst broke the previous road
mark of 20 set at Gannon (20-10) and equaled
the school record of 22 set in a 2000 home win
over Ohio University (22-3).  The 22 goals were
the most scored versus a ranked team, surpass-
ing the mark of 15 set earlier in the season versus
Connecticut and Georgetown (ot).

FUTURE IRISH:  In November’s early-sign-
ing period, head coach Tracy Coyne announced
that five high school lacrosse standouts signed
letters of intent to attend Notre Dame for the
2004-05 school year.  They are:

Player Pos. Hgt.
Hometown/High School
Heather Ferguson A 5-4
Newtown Square, PA/Archbishop Carroll
Lindsey Ferguson M 5-4
Newtown Square, PA/Archbishop Carroll
Julie Foote M/A 5-6
Suffern, NY/Suffern
Caitlin McKinney M/A 5-1
Lafayette Hill, PA/Germantown Academy
Becky Ranck M/D 5-8
Radnor, PA/Radnor

PRESEASON PROGNOSTICATIONS:  The
Irish were picked in BIG EAST coaches voting
to finish third in the BIG EAST this coming sea-
son behind Georgetown and Syracuse.  The
coaches also named Meredith Simon and An-
drea Kinnik to their preseason all-BIG EAST
team.  Inside Lacrosse Magazine ranks the Irish
16th in the nation in their preseason poll.
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ALL IN THE FAMILY:  Two members of the
Notre Dame lacrosse team have family ties to the
program and two others have ties to the men’s
lacrosse program.  Junior goalkeeper Carol
Dixon (Pennsauken, N.J.) got to play two sea-
sons with her sister, Angela, who graduated in
May of 2003.  The duo gave Notre Dame its sec-
ond set of sisters to play on the women’s lacrosse
team, joining Amy and Mara Grace who played
in the first year of the program.  Freshman
midfield/attack player, Megan O’Shaughnessy
(Englewood, Colo.) is the cousin of Irish scor-
ing great Lael O’Shaughnessy, a 2001 gradu-
ate. Senior Meredith Simon follows in her
brother Eric’s footsteps.  A 2003 graduate, Eric
served as one of the captains of the 2003 men’s
lacrosse team while Meredith is a co-captain of
the women’s team in 2003.  Senior defender
Bridget Higgins (Wilton, Conn.) older brother,
Kevin, played lacrosse at Notre Dame and served
as team captain for the 2000 season.  Sophomore
defender Lena Zentgraf (Charlottesville, Va.)
is the niece of men’s lacrosse coach Kevin
Corrigan  and the granddaughter of former Notre
Dame athletic director Gene Corrigan.


