
2005 NOTRE DAME BASEBALL 
Week 4 – Alamo City Irish Baseball Classic (March 9-12; Wolff Stadium; San Antonio, Texas) 

 

ALAMO CITY RETURN – The Notre Dame baseball team (4-5) continues its Spring Break trip in the state of Texas by 
playing host to the Alamo City Irish Baseball Classic on March 9-12 at double-A park Wolff Stadium in San Antonio 
(schedule below) … this marks the 9th time in the 11-year Paul Mainieri era that Notre Dame has played in Texas ... ND 
owns a 23-5 all-time record as the host of tournaments in San Antonio during the Mainieri era, winning the event in ’96, 
’99, ’01, ’02, ’04 (Baylor won in ’95 and Creighton in ’97 while the ’98 IBC was rained out) … the Irish are 14-1 in their past 
15 Irish Baseball Classic games (17-9 loss to UTSA in ’04) … ND went 3-1 in Orlando during opening week (18-3, 4-3 vs. 
Florida A&M; 1-2, 4-2 vs. host Central Florida) before going 1-2 in a series vs. Dayton, played at HoHoKam Park (Chicago 
Cubs spring training home) in Mesa, Ariz. (10-2, 9-13 in 11 innings, 10-11) and then losing twice at the Round Rock 
Classic (5-13 vs. Texas A&M, 5-10 vs. Texas State; game vs. Rice called due to rain) … the Irish stranded 25 runners in 
the Round Rock losses (while scoring just 10 runs) … sophomore RHP Jess Stewart is ND’s probable starter in the first 
game vs. Texas-San Antonio … Stewart was an all-tournament pick in the 2004 ACIBC after pitching in relief vs. UTSA 
(IP, 2 H, R; 9-17) and then beating the Roadrunners in the title game (5.2 IP, 8 H, 4 R/3 ER, 3 Ks, 2 HB; 13-5) … other all-
tournament picks included C Javi Sanchez, SS Greg Lopez , OF Steve Andres, 1B Matt Edwards, LHP Joe Thaman. 
 
ALAMO CITY CLASSIC PROBABLE PITCHING ROTATIONS 
Game 1 (Wed., March 9, 1:30 CST) 
Oral Roberts – Dennis Bigley, RHP, Sr. (3.38, 2-0, 4 GS, 24.0 IP, 17 H/.200, 22 Ks, 9 BB) 
Southwest Missouri – David Smith, LHP, Sr. (’05: 7.88, 0-1, 2 GP/1 GS, 8.0 IP, 14 H/.400, 5 Ks, 3 BB)  
 

Game 2 (Wed., March 9, 7:15 CST) 
ND – Jess Stewart, RHP, So. (’05: 2.35, 1-0, 2 GS, 7.2 IP, 8 H/.267, 4 BB, 2 Ks, 3 HB … ’04: 3.39, 7-1, 40 IP, 41 H/.263, 20 Ks, 8 BB) 
Texas San Antonio – Josh Ruffin, RHP, So. (’05: 6.17, 0-2, 5 GP/2 GS, 11.2 IP, 14 H/.292, 12 Ks, 10 BB) 
 

Game 3 (Thur., March 10, 1:30 CST) 
ND – Jeff Samardzija, RHP, So. (’05: 6.00, 1-0, 9 IP, 12 H, 4 BB, 4 Ks … ’04: 2.95, 5-3, 64 IP, 50 H/.209, 17 BB, 42 Ks) 
Southwest Missouri – Brett Sinkbeil, RHP, So. (’05: 5.12, 1-2, 3 GS, 19.1 IP, 22 H/.286, 19 Ks, 6 BB) 
 

Game 4 (Thur., March 10, 5:30 CST) 
Oral Roberts – Taylor McIntyre, LHP, Jr. (2.45, 1-3, 4 GS, 22.0 IP, 17 H/.221, 27 Ks, 14 BB) 
Texas San Antonio – Aaron Rodriguez, LHP, Sr. (’05: 4.11, 1-3, 5 GP/4 GS, 30.2 IP, 36 H/.316, 20 Ks, 11 BB) 
 

Game 5 (Fri., March 11, 1:30 CST) 
ND – Tom Thornton, LHP, Jr. (’05: 5.51, 1-1, 16.1 IP, 20 H/.299, 7 BB, 6 Ks … ’04: 3.88, 9-2, 99.2 IP, 95 H/.251, 24 BB, 77 Ks) 
Oral Roberts – TBA 
 

Game 6 (Thur., March 10, 5:30 CST) 
Southwest Missouri – Paul Marsala, RHP, Jr. (’05: 6.57, 0-0, 3 GP/2 GS, 13.1 IP, 15 H/.326, 7 Ks, 9 BB) 
Texas San Antonio – TBA 
 

Games  7 and 8 (Sat., March 12; noon consolation game and 4:00 p.m. title game, CST) 
Probable starting pitchers TBA (UTSA-junior RHP Ryan Crew, 6.61, 0-2, 4 GP/3 GS, 16.1 IP, 17 H/.270, 14 Ks, 7 BB) 
 
INJURY UPDATE – Junior DH and Notre Dame’s 2004 RBI leader (58) Matt Bransfield remains out indefinitely with a 
hand injury suffered in the season opener (he had hand surgery on Feb. 24 but is on the Texas trip) … two pitchers who 
have returned from reconstructive elbow surgery – senior John Axford and sophomore Jeff Manship – continue to be 
eased back slowly and each made his debut earlier on the Spring Break trip in Round Rock. 
 
RADIO, LIVE-STATS & HOTLINE – All of Notre Dame's 2005 regular-season and postseason games again will be 
broadcast by South Bend-based WDND 1580 AM (and its sister station, WNDV 1490) ... the broadcasts are available via 
the internet at www.und.com (College Sports Pass subscription required) ... und.com also provides links to livestats on the 
website's main page, for all home games and select road games (including all of the Spring Break games in Texas) ... call 
the ND Sports Hotline at 574-631-3000 for schedule and result information for all varsity sports currently in season (from 
the main menu, select "4" and then select "1" for baseball information). 
 
SERIES NOTES – ND and UTSA have split four previous meetings, with UTSA winning in ’95 (10-5 at Wolff Stadium) and 
in the ’04 ACIBC opener (17-9) while the Irish won a 2001 game at Keefe Field (8-3) and the ’04 ACIBC title game (13-5) 
… ND split a doubleheader at Southwest Missouri State in 1983 (1-13, 9-7), the only previous meetings in the series … 
Oral Roberts holds a 9-3 series edge vs. ND, with the Irish winning a 12-3 game (at Tulane) before the Eagles won nine 
straight from ’73-’85 (including games in ’83 and ’85 as foes in the Midwest City Conference) … the 1996 Irish Baseball 
Classic at Wolff Stadium saw ND beat ORU 6-2 and again in the 10-6 title game. 
 
ND IN TEXAS – Notre Dame now has made 19 trips to Texas in the past 28 seasons (see pp. 93-94 of media guide for 
full list), with a 71-49 all-time record in Texas during those games (.592) ... the Irish now have posted a 36-18 combined 
record (.667) in nine Texas swings during the Mainieri era, with all of those games in San Antonio except for the 2002 and 
’04 Round Rock Classics (4-5 combined record) … ND has played in San Antonio during all but two seasons (2000 and 
’03) of the 11-year Paul Mainieri era. 



 
TOURNEY-TESTED – Since opening 0-2 at the 2003 Minnesota DQ Classic (ND's only 0-2 start in the past 25 regular-
season-tournaments), the Irish have gone 18-2 in their past 20 games at regular-season tournaments ... that run includes 
a win over Wake Forest to close the ’02 DQ Classic, a 6-1 showing at the '03 Kennel Clubs Classic (in Jacksonville, Fla.), 
unbeaten '04 efforts at the USC (2-0) and FAU (3-0) Classics, a 6-1 swing through Texas during 2004 Spring Break (3-1 
at Alamo City Irish Baseball Classic, 3-0 at Round Rock Classic) and the 0-2 record earlier in the trip in Round Rock ... the 
first two losses in that stretch came in ’03 vs. homestanding Jacksonville (extra innings) and vs. the local team Texas 
San-Antonio at the ’04 ACIBC.  
 
TEXAS NATIVES – The 2004 Notre Dame baseball roster includes players from 16 states/provinces, with three from 
Texas: senior RHP Tyler Jones (Arlington/Martin HS), sophomore RHP Jeff Manship (San Antonio/Reagan HS) and 
freshman RBP/IF Tony Langford (Fort Worth Country Day HS) ... 13 other former players join Jones among the program's 
826 all-time monogram winners (from 44 different states) ... two of the program's first all-time monogram winners were 
Texas natives: LF Joseph Combe (Brownsville; 1892) and 1B Angus McDonald (Houston; 1897-1900) .... brothers 
Samuel (SS; '13) and Harry (3B; '13-'14) Newning then made the journey to ND from their native Houston ... other early 
ND baseball players who hailed from Texas include C/OF William Allison (Georgetown, '17) and pitcher George Murphy 
(Oaklawn; '16-'17), who tossed a no-hitter vs. St. Viator in 1917 ... just two Texans lettered with ND baseball in the 72-
year stretch from 1918-1989: RHP Leo Linbeck (Houston/St. Thomas HS; '54) and LH and P John Ebert (Dallas/Marion 
OH Catholic HS; '82) ... three early-90s players were Texas natives: C Matt Krall (Bedford/Trinity HS; '90-'91), OF Dan 
Bautch (Houston/Stanford HS; '90-'92; 68 career SB) and OF Edwin Hartwell (Forth Worth/Country Day HS; '90-'93; .354 
career hitter, 18 HR, 100 RBI) ... recent players from Texas include LHP Pat Davis (San Antonio/Texas Military Inst.; '96, 
'98) and RHP Matt Laird (Bellaire HS; '00-'03) ... Davis – whose father Ben serves as tournament coordinator for the 
Alamo City Irish Baseball Classic – now serves as the baseball coach and athletic director at TMI. 
 
QUICK NOTES ON THE ROUND ROCK OPPONENTS 
 
 

• UTSA (also see www.goutsa.com) – The Roadrunners hold a 1-13 record after losses to Texas A&M Corpus Christi (0-
1, 7-10, 4-8), at Texas (4-8), Dallas Baptist (3-5, 2-6, 4-12), Texas A&M (1-4), New Mexico State (3-5), Texas Tech (7-22), 
Baylor (2-4), Birmingham Southern (0-2) and Texas Pen Ameican (9-12), with an 8-4 win over Illinois … UTSA returned 
14 of 25 letterwinners from its ’04 team that went 27-31 and finished 5th in the Southland Conference (12-14) …  UTSA is 
batting .242 with 50 runs scored (3.6/gm), 2 home runs, 14-of-17 stolen bases, a .956 fielding pct. (24 errors), a 6.80 staff 
ERA, .306 opp. batting avg., 83 strikeouts thrown and 71 walks. 
• Southwest Missouri (www.smsbears.net) – The Bears are 4-6 with wins over McNeese State (6-), at Kansas (8-4) and 
Iowa (8-6, 8-7), plus losses to Rice (2-8), Lamar (3-11), Mississippi (4-6), Southern Miss (7-8), Mercer (0-9) and Iowa (1-
11) … SMS returned 18 of 26 letterwinners from its 2004 team that went 31-28 and finished 3rd in the Missouri Valley 
Conference (19-12) … the Bears won on the road in the Regional and Super-Regional rounds while advancing to the 
2003 College World Series … SMS is batting .238 with 47 runs scored (4.7/gm), 6 home runs, 9-of-12 stolen bases, .967 
fielding (13 Es), 6.28 ERA, .272 opp. batting, 73 Ks and 58 walks allowed.  
• Oral Roberts (www.orugoldeneagles.com) – ORU is 6-5 with wins over Missouri Southern (15-0, 8-0, 13-4), at Baylor 
(9-3), at South Alabama (6-5) and vs. BYU (6-5), plus losses to Baylor (1-2, 0-4), South Alabama (5-6) and BYU (2-6, 4-7) 
… ORU returned 13 of 25 letterwinners from its 2004 team that went 50-11 and won the Mid-Continent Conference title 
(21-1) before reaching the final of its NCAA Regional … the Eagles are batting .274 with 69 runs (6.3/gm), 9 home runs, 
13-of-20 stolen bases, .968 fielding (13 Es), 3.09 ERA, .229 opp. batting, 84 Ks and 38 walks allowed. 
 
FRIEND OR FOE? – ND senior RHP Tyler Jones and UTSA’s Robbie Jones were teammates at Martin HS in Arlington … 
ND sophomore LHP/1B Mike Dury and SMS pitcher DJ Roshone played together in the summer of ’04 on the Madison 
Mallards, as did ND sophomore RHP Dan Kapala and SMS infielder Tony Lewis with the Delaware (Ohio) Cows … ND 
sophomore RHP Jeff Manship and UTSA pitcher Steven Vasquez also are former teammates. 
 
SPRING-BREAK PARTIES – Notre Dame now has won 72% of its Spring Break games in the Paul Mainieri era (55-21-1, 
since 1995), including 16-4 in the past 20 Spring Break games and 10-3 in the past 13 games played in Texas during that 
span … during the span of the 2002-04 Spring Break trips, ND is just 4-5 in Round Rock but a combined 13-2 in San 
Antonio (7-1) and Jacksonville (6-1) … here’s a look at the previous 10 Spring Break records:  
 

1995 .... 4-4 ....... San Antonio   
1996 .... 6-1 ....... Seattle and San Antonio 
1997 .... 5-5 ....... San Antonio 
1998 .... 3-1 ....... San Antonio 
1999 .... 6-2 ....... San Antonio 
2000 .... 7-1 ....... Jacksonville, Fla. 
2001 .... 7-0-1 .... Stockton and Fresno, Calif. 
2002 .... 5-3 ....... Round Rock and San Antonio (4-0) 
2003 .... 6-1 ....... Jacksonville, Fla. 
2004 .... 6-1 ....... San Antonio (3-1) and Round Rock 



 
YOUR TURN – Eight different Irish pitchers have accounted for the nine decisions this season, with sophomore RHP Jeff 
Samardzija, junior RHP Ryan Doherty, sophomore RHP Jess Stewart and junior LHP Tom Thornton picking up victories 
while sophomore RHP Derik Olvey, freshman RHP Joey Williamson, freshman LHP David Gruener, Thornton and 
sophomore RHP Jeff Manship have suffered losses.  
 
LOSING STREAKS A RARITY – Notre Dame heads to San Antonio looking to avoid the first 5-game losing streak of the 
11-year Paul Mainieri era … the Mainieri era has included five 3-game losing streaks and five 4-game losing streaks … 
after losing four straight early in the 2003 season (Feb. 22-March 1), the Irish die not lose three straight in a span of 127 
games before the pair of losses to Dayton and the loss to Texas A&M … most of the 3- and 4-game losing streaks came 
in the first five seasons of the Mainieri era … in fact, since early in the 1999 season (Feb. 22-March 1), ND has lost 3-plus 
games in a row just three times during the past 387 games: at UConn (3) and West Virginia in the 2002 College World 
Series season (March 23-28), the aforementioned 4-game stretch early in ’03 (2 at ASU, plus games vs. Nebraska and 
Minnesota at the Metrodome) and the current 4-game losing streak.  
 

 
Career Spring Break Stats 
Matt Edwards*........  .441 (30-for-68), 22 RBI, 10 R, 11 K, 5 2B, 2 HR, SAC, 10 BB, 4 HBP, 5 E, 2-3 SB 
Greg Lopez.............  .311 (14-for-45), 7 RBI, 13 R, 3 SAC, 8 K, 3 E, 5 BB, 5 HBP, 0-1 SB 
Craig Cooper ..........  .300 (15-for-50), 9 RBI, 9 R, BB, 5 2B, 7 K, 2 SAC, 2-4 SB 
Cody Rizzo.............  .262 (11-for-42), 3 RBI, 9 R, 3 BB, 7 HBP, 8 K, 3 2B, 0-1 SB 
Danny Dressman ...  .258 (8-for-31), 6 RBI, 3 R, 2 2B, 3 BB, 1-2 SB, 2 SAC, SF, 9 Ks 
Steve Andres..........  .257 (9-35) 5 RBI, 2B, HR, 8 R, 7 Ks, E, 5 BB, SB, HBP 
Sean Gaston ..........  .174 (4-for-23), RBI, 3 R, K, SAC 
Alex Nettey .............  .111 (1-for-9), K 
Matt Bransfield .......  .118 (2-for-17), RBI, 5 K, BB, 2 HBP 
 

BULLPEN BLUES – Notre Dame is looking to restore its bullpen to the impressive status from the 2004 season … here’s 
a comparison of the ’04 bullpen stats and the stats posted by the relievers in the first seven games of the ’05 season: 
 

2004 2.97 ERA, 19-3 record, .225 opp. avg., 196 Ks (7.8 per 9 IP), 76 BB (3.0), 20 HBP, 15 WP, 191 H (7.6), 2.6 K-BB 
 

2005 5.48 ERA, 1-3 record, .333 opp. avg., 28 Ks (5.9), 24 BB (5.1), 7 HBP, 42.2 IP, 60 H (12.7), WP, 1.2 K-BB 
 
DOHERTY DOMINANCE – Junior All-America closer Ryan Doherty is on pace to set or challenge four Notre Dame career 
records, including an ERA mark that has stood for more than 40 years (set in 1961 by fellow All-American Nick Palihnich) 
and two other records that are nearly as longstanding: 
 

Doherty’s Current Career Stats Standing ND Record     
2.44 ERA (18 ER/66.2 IP) 2.36 (Nick Palihnich, 1959-61) 
12.69 strikeouts per 9.0 innings pitched (94 Ks/66.2 IP) 12.66 (Dan McGinn, 1964-65) 
4.27 strikeout-to-walk ratio (94 Ks/22 BB) 4.09 (Chris Niesel, 2002-04) 
5.94 hits allowed per 9.0 innings pitched (44 H/66.2 IP) 6.27 (Dan McGinn, 1964-65)   
 
MILESTONE WATCH 
Cody Rizzo – needs 1 more run for 100 in his career; his 51 career HBPs rank 19th in NCAA history 
Ryan Doherty – needs 6 more strikeouts for 100 in his career 
Matt Bransfield – needs 10 more hits for 100 in his career 
Paul Mainieri – needs 15 more wins for 800 in his 23-year career 
Steve Andres – needs 16 more hits for 100 in his career 
Matt Edwards –30 RBI shy of cracking the ND career top-10 list 
 
STILL GOING – The Irish have extended the program's second-longest scoring streak to 157 games, trailing only a 231-
game scoring streak from 1999-2002.   
 
HIT-BY-PITCH HIGHWAY – Notre Dame players were hit-by-pitch 106 times in the 2004 season (good for 5th in NCAA 
history) but the Irish already are nearly 30% of the way to a new team record after totaling 28 HBPs in the first 9 games of 
the ’05 season … the plunk-fest began with 9 HBPs in the opener vs. Florida A&M, one shy of the record set by 
Washington in a 1998 game vs. Rice … junior LF Steve Andres had 3 HBP in the ’05 opener while Craig Cooper, Matt 
Edwards, Matt Bransfield, Greg Lopez, Eddie Smith and Ross Brezovsky also were plunked by Rattlers pitchers … ND 
and FAMU (2) combined for 11 HBPs (one shy of that NCAA record of 12) ... freshman 2B Brett Lilley was hit-by-pitch in 
his first four plate appearances during the final game of the weekend vs. Central Florida, one shy of yet another NCAA 
record (he now has 9 HBPs) … the Irish are averaging 3.1 HBPs per game and – at that pace – would total 176 in the 56-
game regular season. 
 



HBP ... PDQ – Junior RF Cody Rizzo already owns the ND records for times hit-by-pitch in a season (28, in ’03) and 
career (51 – and counting) … Rizzo ranks 19th on the NCAA career HBP list and would move to 13th on that list with 4 
more HBPs … former San Francisco player Anthony Hurtado holds the NCAA record with 92 HBPs … Rizzo helped set 
the team HBP record in 2004 (106), good for 5th on the NCAA all-time list … two newcomers – freshman 2B Brett Lilley 
(state record in Ohio with 19 HBP in ’03) and junior IF Eddie Smith (team-record 18 HBP at Centralia CC, in ’04) – could 
help the Irish approach triple-digit HBPs again in ’05 … the departed players combined for 36 HBPs in ’04 (led by 15 from 
C Javi Sanchez, 11 by 2B Steve Sollmann). 
 
NCAA DIVISION I CAREER HIT-BY-PITCH LEADERS   
1. 92 Tony Hurtado (San Francisco, 1997-2000; 221 GP) 
2. 81 Gabe Somarriba (Florida Atlantic, ’99-’02; 226 GP) 
3. 74 Jeff Ontiveros (Texas, ’99-’02; 258 GP) 
4. 68 Clay Schwartz (Wisconsin-Milwaukee, ’94-’97; 180 GP)  
5. 62 J.R. Revere (Georgia Southern, ’99-’02; 217 GP) 
6. 61 Karl Jernigan (Florida State, ’98-’01; 250 GP) 
 61  Rusty McNamara (Oklahoma State; 194 GP) 
 61  Lou Donati (Santa Clara, ’91-’94; 178 GP)    
9. 58  Khalili Greene (Clemson, ’99-’02; 272 GP)  
 58  David Bacani (Cal State Fullerton, ’98-’01; 236 GP) 
11. 57  Kevin Ilbach (LaSalle, ’97-’00; 158 GP) 
12. 56  Brian Dallimore (Stanford, ’93-’96; 222 GP)    
13. 55  Chris Nelson (Southern Utah, ’01-’02; 107 GP) 
 55  David Benham (Liberty, ’95-’98; 198 GP) 
15. 54  Josh Holiday (Oklahoma State, ’96-’99; 256 GP) 
 54   Corky Miller (Nevada, ’97-’98; 111 GP)    
17. 53   Jason Page (Alabama-Birmingham, ’92-’95; 213 GP) 
18. 52   Jerry Shelton (Alabama, ’90-’93; 167 GP) 
19. 51  Cody Rizzo (Notre Dame, ’03-present; 122 GP) 
 
WHO’S BACK/WHO’S GONE – The Irish return six of nine position starters but will be looking for others to step into the 
voids in the lineup created by graduation and the Major League draft … All-America 3B Matt Macri moved on to pro ball 
after his stellar ’04 season while second 2B Steve Sollmann (the winningest four-year starter in the program’s history) and 
clutch-hitting catcher Javi Sanchez were the leaders of the ’04 senior class, taking their considerable leadership skills with 
them on to postgraduate life and their own pro baseball careers … OF rates as the strongest and deepest position for the 
Irish in ’05, with juniors Steve Andres (LF), Craig Cooper (CF) and Cody Rizzo (RF) the likely starters as opening day 
approaches … senior 1B Matt Edwards, junior SS Greg Lopez and junior DH Matt Bransfield also add to the veteran 
core – with the three new starters likely to include sophomore C Sean Gaston and a pair of prep shortstops at 2B (Brett 
Lilley) and 3B (Ross Brezovsky) .. on the mound, the Irish must replace two frontline starters in Grant Johnson and 
Chris Niesel (both signed as early ’04 draft picks) but junior LHP Tom Thornton returns after leading BIG EAST pitchers 
with nine wins in ’04 … three others – senior John Axford and sophomores Jeff Manship and Derik Olvey – could be 
top members of the ’05 rotation after completing their respective comebacks from injuries that wiped out their ’04 seasons 
… junior All-America closer Ryan Doherty leads an impressive group of bullpen talent that also includes hard-throwing 
sophomore Dan Kapala but must replace steady LHP and ’04 graduate Joe Thaman … a stable comprised of several 
veterans and four highly-regarded newcomers adds further depth to a pitching staff that will be looking to improve on its 
2004 team ERA (3.43) that ranked 9th in the nation. 
 
FREE-BASE FACTOR – Junior RF Cody Rizzo already owns the ND career record for times hit-by-pitch (51; 19th in 
NCAA history) but surprisingly had no HBPs during the opening-week (his teammates totaled 17 HBPs in those four 
games) before getting hit once in the Dayton series and once in Round Rock… Rizzo has made up for his lack of HBPs 
by walking nine times in the first nine games, more than doubling his BB total (4) from all of the ’04 season. 
 
SILENT BULLDOG TAKES A BITE – Sophomore RHP Jess Stewart, nicknamed the “Silent Bulldog” by ND pitching 
coach and fellow Virginia native Terry Rooney, had a noteworthy debut in the 4-2 win at Central Florida (5.1 IP, UER, 5 H, 
3 BB, K, HB, 7 groundball outs, 93 pitches) … Stewart became just the third pitcher in the 11-year Paul Mainieri era to not 
allow an earned run while pitching 5-plus innings during opening week … the others include Scott Cavey vs. Air Force in 
2000 (0.00, 6 IP, H, BB, 6 Ks) and Alex Shilliday vs. Florida State in 1998 (0.00, 5 IP, H, 4 BB, 6 Ks; in Orlando). 
 
STEWART SLAYS THE KNIGHTS … AGAIN – Jess Stewart has defeated Central Florida each of the past two seasons, 
logging 5-plus shutout innings in both outings (3-2 in ’04, 4-2 in ’05) … his combined stats in those two games vs. UCF 
include 7 hits allowed, 4 walks, 4 strikeouts and a hit batter in 10.1 innings. 
 
 
 



BIG SHADOWS – Notre Dame’s 2005 roster includes some big bodies, with seven who are 6-foot-4 or taller: junior RHP 
Ryan Doherty (7-1, 255) and LHP Tom Thornton (6-6, 220), senior RHP John Axford (6-6, 160), sophomore RHP Jeff 
Samardzija (6-5, 215), senior LHP Scott Bickford (6-5, 170), sophomore LHP/1B Mike Dury (6-5, 230) and sophomore 
RHP Dan Kapala (6-5, 225). 
 
THREE NEW STARTERS AROUND THE HORN – Notre Dame’s 2005 lineup includes three first-year starters around the 
infield: sophomore C Sean Gaston, freshman 2B Brett Lilley and freshman 3B Ross Brezovsky … that’s the first time the 
Irish have fielded three or more first-year starters (i.e. not including players who started previously for ND at other spots) 
in the infield since the first season of the Paul Mainieri era, when  sophomores Randall Brooks (2B), J.J. Brock (SS) and 
Mike Amrhein (3B) each moved into the 1995 lineup after playing sparingly in ’94. 
 
MAINIERI NEARING 800th WIN AS COLLEGE HEAD COACH – Notre Dame’s Paul Mainieri, now in his 11th season at 
ND and 23rd overall as a college head coach, heads to San Antonio with a 785-456-2 career record (.632) that include a 
454-177-1 record (.719) with the Irish …  Mainieri recently was honored with a 25-year coaching certificate at the 
American Baseball Coaches Association convention and was voted as the ABCA’s chair of Division I Baseball 
Coaches … three weeks later, he returned to his hometown of Miami to be honored at Christopher Columbus High 
School with the Explorer Diamond Award – a prestigious alumni honor … then, just days prior to the ’05 opener, 
outgoing Indiana governor Joe Kernan bestowed the state’s highest honor (the Sagamore of the Wabash) on the ND 
baseball head coach …  his 2000-04 teams had combined for the nation’s 2nd-best win pct. in the 2000s (.752, 244-80-
1) … the 47-year-old Mainieri – who in ’02 became the nation’s only coach to repeat as one of eight ABCA regional 
coaches of the year – continued the program’s standard of excellence in his first 10 seasons, with: seven conference 
titles, seven trips to the NCAAs, 450 wins, 40 players who were drafted or signed free-agent contracts, and 14 
selected in the first 10 rounds of the Major League Draft  – with his Irish players combining for 12 All-America and nine 
Academic All-America seasons … his squads have extended the program’s string of consecutive seasons with 40-plus 
wins to 16 … Mainieri’s ND teams have combined for a 100% graduation rate (59 of 59), among players who completed 
their eligibility (11 who signed professionally after their junior year have returned to complete or near completion of their 
degree) … ND is the only Div. I baseball program to produce Academic All-Americans each of the past five years, with 
two honored every season from ’00-’03 … the current squad combined for a  3.07 team GPA in the 2004 fall semester, led 
by 17 players with a GPA of 3.0-plus and seven at 3.4-plus … two of Mainieri’s former Notre Dame assistant coaches – 
Brian O’Connor (at Virginia) and Cory Mee (Toledo) – were named Division I coaches within weeks of one another, during 
the summer of 2003 … in nine seasons of BIG EAST play, the Irish have won more league games (157-54, .744) than any 
other team in the conference, which has sent five different teams to the NCAAs since 1999 … Mainieri ranks 2nd on the 
Notre Dame baseball career coaching wins list (454), behind Hall of Famer Jake Kline (558, ’34-’75) … his 2001 team 
claimed the program’s first No. 1 national ranking, the ’02 team made the program’s first College World Series 
appearance in 45 years, the ’03 squad became the first to repeat as BIG EAST Tournament champions since 1986, and 
his ’04 team turned in an historic 51-12 record while becoming the first two win three straight BIG EAST titles .. .highly-
regarded prospects and diamonds in the rough have comprised the recent Notre Dame incoming classes – highlighted by 
the nation’s top-ranked freshman class in 2002 and the No. 7-rated class for the prospective 2006 freshmen … all told in 
the Mainieri era, eight of 10 Irish players who were drafted out of high school have gone on to be drafted in a higher round 
at Notre Dame while 19 who were undrafted as preps went on to be drafted as members of the Irish program … three of 
Mainieri’s former ND players – Brad Lidge (Astros), Aaron Heilman (Mets) and Christian Parker (Yankees) – have pitched 
in the Major Leagues, with Lidge emerging as one of the game’s elite closers in 2004. 
 
 



NOTRE DAME 2005 NINE-GAME UPDATES 
 

STEVE ANDRES (OF, Jr., Bats: Left … Napa, CA … 2004 NCAA South Bend Regional All-Tournament Team) 
Year       Avg  GP-GS    AB    R    H  2B  3B  HR  RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   E   
2003....  .269  43-29   104   26   28   2   2   4   22   46  .442  19   9  27   3  .415   3   0   2-3     1 
2004....  .320  57-49   169   38   54  13   4   8   39   99  .586  44   6  44   0  .471   2   1   4-9     4 
2005....  .087   7-6     23    8    2   0   0   1    4    5  .217   4   3   5   0  .300   0   0   0-0     0 
TOTAL...  .284 107-84   296   72   84  15   6  13   65  150  .507  67  18  76   3  .438   5   1   6-12    5 
 

• Ranks 2nd on team with 3 times hit-by-pitch, 3rd in walks (4) and 4th in runs scored (8) 
• Homered in second AB of season (vs. Florida A&M) but has gone 1-for-21 (4 BB, 3 HBP) since that HR 
• Has made 3 starts at DH (plus 2 at LF and a start at C) … his 5 starts include 4 batting as cleanup hitter, 2 in 7-hole 
• in Round Rock: 1-for-8 (.125), RBI, 2 R, 2 BB, K 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

ROSS BREZOVSKY (3B, Fr., Bats: Left … Naples, FL) 
Year       Avg  GP-GS    AB    R    H  2B  3B  HR  RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   E 
2005....  .351   9-9     37    5   13   3   1   0    6   18  .486   1   3   8   1  .405   1   0   1-2     6 
 

• Ranks 2nd on team in batting with runners on base (.455), hits (12), doubles (3), total bases (18) and HBP (3), 4th in 
overall batting (.351), RBI (6) and slugging (.486), and 5th in on-base pct. (.405) 
• One of five ND players to start all 9 games 
• His starts include 3 batting in both 7 and 9-hole, plus leadoff starts vs. Florida A&M and UCF (8-hole vs. Texas State) 
• in Round Rock: 1-for-8 (.125), K, E 
• Has hits in 7-of-9 games this season (4 multi-hit games) … plated Alex Nettey with game-winning double vs. Florida 
A&M (4-3; 3-for-4, 2 RBI, R, HBP) … closed Dayton series with 3-for-4 game (10-11; 2 R, HBP) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

CRAIG COOPER (OF, Jr., Bats: Right … Plainview, NY … Second Team All-BIG EAST in 2004) 
Year       Avg  GP-GS    AB    R    H  2B  3B  HR  RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   E 
2003....  .303  46-31   122   22   37   6   2   0   15   47  .385  15   4  23   3  .397   0   2  10-13    1 
2004....  .360  58-46   175   42   63  13   1  10   48  108  .617  25   2  22   0  .441   2   4  12-17    2 
2005....  .270   9-9     37    5   10   3   0   0    5   13  .351   3   2   4   2  .357   0   0   2-4     0 
TOTAL...  .329 113-86   334   69  110  22   3  10   68  168  .503  43   8  49   5  .416   2   6  24-34    3 
 

• Leads team in stolen bases (2), 2nd in doubles (3), 3rd in 2-out batting (.500), 4th in hits (10) and total bases (13) 
• One of five ND players to start all 9 games. 
• in Rounr Rock: 4-for-10 (.400), RBI, R, 2B, 2 Ks 
• His 9 starts include 4 in LF and 4 in CF (plus a DH start) while making 5 starts in cleanup spot (3 in 6-hole) … hit in 
leadoff spot in ’05 opener vs. Florida A&M 
• Batted just 3-for-20 (.150) in 4 games (4 RBI)  after hitting 4-for-12 on Orlando trip 
• Hit 2-for-4 in 2-1 loss at UCF before helping beat Knights in 4-2 game (3-for-4, 2 RBI, R, BB, SB) … led team with 3-for-
5 game vs. Texas State (R) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

DANNY DRESSMAN (OF, So., Bats: Right … San Jose, CA) 
Year       Avg  GP-GS    AB    R    H  2B  3B  HR  RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   E 
2004....  .264  46-28   121   25   32   7   0   0   18   39  .322  18   0  25   0  .350   4   5   2-4     0 
2005....  .222   7-6     27    5    6   1   0   0    5    7  .259   3   0   6   1  .300   0   4   0-0     0 
TOTAL...  .257  53-34   148   30   38   8   0   0   23   46  .311  21   0  31   1  .341   4   9   2-4     0 
 

• Leads team with 4 sacrifice bunts, also ranking 3rd in 2-out RBI (3). 
• His 6 starts include 3 in LF and 3 as DH, making 3 starts batting in 2-hole (plus singles starts in 1st, 5th and 6th spots). 
• Came off bench for injured Matt Bransfield in opener, helping beat Florida A&M (18-3; 3-for-4, 3 RBI, R, BB) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

MATT EDWARDS (1B, Sr., Bats: Right … Mechanicsville, VA … First Team All-BIG EAST in 2003) 
Year       Avg  GP-GS    AB    R    H  2B  3B  HR  RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   E 
2002....  .290   9-8     31    3    9   1   0   0    4   10  .323   3   1   6   1  .371   0   0   1-1     6 
2003....  .376  62-62   229   40   86  16   2   8   69  130  .568  25   4  39   0  .439   4   0   2-5     9 
2004....  .310  61-59   216   48   67  13   1  12   54  118  .546  32   9  40   0  .414   4   3   5-6     5 
2005....  .400   9-9     40    9   16   4   0   2   10   26  .650   3   2   2   2  .467   0   0   0-0     1 
TOTAL...  .345 141-138  516  100  178  34   3  22  137  284  .550  63  16  87   3  .426   8   3   8-12   21 
 

• Leads team in with 10 RBI, 2 home runs, .650 slugging pct., 1.117 OPS (on-base plus slugging), 9 runs, 16 hits, 4 
doubles, 26 total bases … also owns team-best .444 batting vs. RHPs and one of 5 ND playters to start all 9 games … 
ranks 2nd on team in overall batting avg. (.400), plus 3rd in overall on-base pct. (.467), leadoff on-base (.500) and batting 
with runners in scoring position (.412). 
• in Round Rock: 5-for-9 (.556), 4 RBI, 2B, BB, E. 
• Has made all 9 of his starts at 1B while batting in the 3-hole. 
• Leads team with 6 multi-hit games, batting 13-for-26 (.500, 9 RBI) in current 5-game hit streak … 2-for-4 in opener vs. 
FAMU (18-3; RBI, 4 R, HR, 2B, BB, HBP) … 8-for-17 Dayton series included HR in 10-2 win (2 RBI, 3 R).  
• Owns .441 career batting avg. in Spring Break games (30-for-68, 22 RBI, 10 R, 8 Ks, 5 2B, 2 HR, SAC, 10 BB, 4 HBP). 
 



SEAN GASTON (C, So., Bats: Left … Brownsburg, IN) 
Year       Avg  GP-GS    AB    R    H  2B  3B  HR  RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   E 
2004....  .316  23-12    57   11   18   3   0   0   11   21  .368   5   0   9   0  .365   1   0   4-4     1 
2005....  .281   8-8     32    9    9   0   0   0    6    9  .281   2   1   2   1  .333   1   1   0-0     1 
TOTAL...  .303  31-20    89   20   27   3   0   0   17   30  .337   7   1  11   1  .354   2   1   4-4     2 
 

• Leads team with 9 runs scored, also ranking 3rd in leadoff on-base pct. (.500) and 4th in RBI (6) 
• in Round Rock: 2-for-109 (.200), RBI, 2 R, SAC 
• Has made 3 of his starts in both the 5 and 7-hole, also batting in 2-hole vs. A&M and Texas State 
• Hit 9-for-17 (.529) in 4 games prior to Texas Staet (0-for-6), after 0-for-9 start … 4-for-6 in 13-9 loss to Dayton (RBI, R). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
  

BRETT LILEY (2B, Fr., Bats: Left … North Canton, OH) 
Year       Avg  GP-GS    AB    R    H  2B  3B  HR  RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   E 
2005....  .414   9-9     29    9   12   1   0   0    5   13  .448   6   9   3   0  .600   1   0   1-4     1 
 

• Leads team in batting avg. (.414), on-base pct. (.60), runs (9), hit-by-pitch (9), leadoff on-base pct. (.800, 12-of-15), 
batting with runners in scoring position (.500), 2-out batting avg. (.667) and 2-out RBI (4) … also 2nd in in walks (6) and 
batting vs. RHPs (.423), 3rd in hits (12) and 5th in total bases (13). 
• One of five ND players to start all 9 games. 
• in Round Rock: 4-for-6 (.667), RBI, 3 R, 2 BB, 3 HBP, 2 Ks. 
• Hit in 2-hole first 4 games and leadoff in past 5 games. 
• Has hits in 7-of-9 games, including 2-for-4 in 2-1 loss at UCF and 3-for-4 in 13-9 loss to Dayton (RBI, 2 R, 2B, BB, HBP) 
… one shy of NCAA record after 4 HBPs in 4-2 win over UCF (1-for-1, R) … reached 5 times vs. Texas State (2-for-3, 
RBI, R, BB, 2 HBP) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

GREG LOPEZ (SS, Jr., Bats: Right … Upper Arlington, OH … Third Team All-BIG EAST in 2004)  
Year       Avg  GP-GS    AB    R    H  2B  3B  HR  RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   E 
2003....  .250  50-40   132   17   33   1   0   0   26   34  .258   4   4  22   5  .289   2   8   1-5     8 
2004....  .332  59-57   199   39   66  14   0   2   34   86  .432  14   9  32   0  .396   3  10   4-5    20 
2005....  .375   9-8     24    4    9   0   0   0    7    9  .375   3   2   4   0  .452   2   2   0-1     0 
TOTAL...  .304 118-105  355   60  108  15   0   2   67  129  .363  21  15  58   5  .362   7  20   5-11   28 
 

• Leads team in batting with runners in scoring position (.500) and 2-out batting (.667), also 2nd in RBI (7), plus 3rd in 
overall batting (.375), leadoff on-base pct. (.500) and sac. bunts (2) and 4th in on-base pct. (.452). 
• in Round Rock: 1-for-5 (.200), R, 3 BB, HBP, 2 Ks. 
• Has made all but one (9-hole vs. Texas State) of his starts batting in the 8-hole. 
• Has hits in 7-of-9 games, including 2-for-4 in 4-3 win over Florida A&M (R) and 3-for-3 in 11-10 loss vs. Dayton (4 RBI, 
R, SAC, SF) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

ALEX NETTEY (OF, Jr., Bats: Right … Dolton, IL) 
Year       Avg  GP-GS    AB    R    H  2B  3B  HR  RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   E 
2003....  .229  30-9     48   11   11   2   0   0    3   13  .271   3   1   9   1  .288   0   1   2-2     0 
2004....  .194  27-9     36    9    7   3   0   0    5   10  .278   4   3   5   0  .326   0   0   1-1     0 
2005....  .333   6-5     18    3    6   1   1   0    2    9  .500   0   2   3   0  .400   0   3   1-2     0 
TOTAL...  .235  63-23   102   23   24   6   1   0   10   32  .314   7   6  17   1  .322   0   4   4-5     0 
 

• Ranks 3rd on team in slugging pct. (.500) and batting vs. RHPs (.353), also 5th in 2-out batting (.300) and 4th in batting 
with runners in scoring position (.400). 
• in Round Rock: 1-for-4, K. 
• Has made all 5 of his starts in CF and 9-hole. 
• Doubled and scored game-ending run vs. Florida A&M (4-3; 2-for-3). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

CODY RIZZO (OF, Jr., Bats: Right … Temecula, CA) 
Year       Avg  GP-GS    AB    R    H  2B  3B  HR  RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   E 
2003....  .314  58-56   191   53   60  11   1   4   38   85  .445  11  28  33   0  .425   3   1   1-2     4 
2004....  .263  52-51   175   39   46   5   1   4   29   65  .371   4  21  30   0  .348   4   1   5-6     5 
2005....  .310   9-9     29    7    9   3   0   1    7   15  .517   9   2   9   0  .488   1   1   1-2     1 
TOTAL...  .291 119-116  395   99  115  19   2   9   74  165  .418  24  51  72   0  .397   8   3   7-10   10 
 

• Leads team in walks (9) while ranking 2nd in RBI (7), slugging pct. (.517), on-base pct. (.488), leadoff on-base pct. (.600) 
and 2-out RBI (4), also 3rd in total bases (16), 4th in batting vs. RHPs (.346) and 2-out batting (.308), and 5th in runs (7), 
hits and batting with runners on base (.350) … one of 5 players to start all 9 games    
• in Round Rock: 1-for-6 (.167), R, BB, 3 BB, HBP, 2 Ks, 0-1 SB. 
• Has made all of his starts in RF, with 6 starts in 6-hole and 3 in 5-hole. 
• Hit 2-for-4 in 10-2 win over Dayton (2 RBI, R, 2B) and then 3-for-5 in 13-9 loss to Flyers (RBI, 2 R, HR, 2B, SB). 
 



MIKE DURY (1B/LHP, So., Bats: Switch … Indianapolis, IN) 
Year       Avg  GP-GS    AB    R    H  2B  3B  HR  RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   E 
2004....  .250   9-4     16    4    4   0   0   1    2    7  .438   3   2   4   0  .429   0   0   0-0     3 
2005....  .400   2-1      5    0    2   0   0   0    2    2  .400   0   0   1   0  .333   0   0   0-0     0 
TOTAL...  .286  11-5     21    4    6   0   0   1    4    9  .429   3   2   5   0  .407   0   0   0-0     3 
 

• Struck out as pinch-hitter in 13-9 loss to Dayton … 2-for-4 vs. Texas State (2 RBI, SF). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

TONY LANGFORD (IF, Fr., Bats: Right … Fort Worth, TX) 
Year       Avg  GP-GS    AB    R    H  2B  3B  HR  RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   E 
2005....  .500   2-0      2    0    1   0   0   0    0    1  .500   0   0   0   0  .500   0   0   0-0     0  
 

• Late-inning sub vs. Florida A&M (18-3; 0-for-1) and Dayton (10-2; 1-for-1). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

NICK MAINIERI (C, Jr., Bats: Right … South Bend, IN) 
Year       Avg  GP-GS    AB    R    H  2B  3B  HR  RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   E 
2004....  .000   6-0      3    3    0   0   0   0    0    0  .000   2   1   1   0  .500   0   0   0-0     0 
2005....  .000   2-0      0    0    0   0   0   0    1    0  .000   2   0   0   0 1.000   0   0   0-0     0 
TOTAL...  .000   8-0      3    3    0   0   0   0    1    0  .000   4   1   1   0  .625   0   0   0-0     0 
 

• Drew pair of walks (one with bases loaded) in 18-3 opener vs. Florida A&M. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

EDDIE SMITH (IF, Jr., Bats: Left … Olympia, WA) 
Year       Avg  GP-GS    AB    R    H  2B  3B  HR  RBI   TB  SLG%  BB HBP  SO GDP   OB%  SF  SH  SB-ATT   E 
2005....  .250   4-1      8    1    2   0   0   0    1    2  .250   0   1   0   0  .333   0   0   0-0     1 
 

• Started at SS in 4-2 win at UCF (0-for-3) … hit 1-for-2 in opener vs. FAMU (18-3; RBI, R) and 10-2 win over Dayton 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

JOHN AXFORD (RHP, Sr. … Port Dover, Ontario) 
Year       ERA   W-L   App  GS  CG SHO/CBO  SV     IP    H    R   ER   BB   SO  2B  3B  HR    BF  B/Avg  WP HBP  
2002....  3.95   5-2    17  12   0   0/0     0   70.2   59   45   31   59   64   0   0   1     0   .231   7   6    
2003....  4.31   9-3    14  13   0   0/0     0   71.0   63   37   34   50   69  11   6   3     0   .245  14   5    
2005.... 54.00   0-0     1   0   0   0/0     0    0.1    1    2    2    1    0   0   0   1     3   .500   0   0    
TOTAL...  4.25  14-5    32  25   0   0/0     0  142.0  123   84   67  110  133  11   6   5         .239  21  11    
 

• Missed 2004 season due to elbow surgery rehab … made return vs. Texas A&M (0.1 IP, H, 2 R, BB). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

RYAN DOHERTY (RHP, Jr. … Toms River, NJ … Third Team All-American, Second Team All-BIG EAST in 2004) 
Year       ERA   W-L   App  GS  CG SHO/CBO  SV     IP    H    R   ER   BB   SO  2B  3B  HR    BF  B/Avg  WP HBP  
2003....  2.20   2-0    16   1   0   0/0     1   28.2   21   12    7   11   44   1   0   1     0   .200   2   3    
2004....  2.38   5-1    30   1   0   0/1    12   34.0   19   10    9   11   46   5   0   5     0   .160   1   5    
2005....  4.50   1-0     4   0   0   0/0     1    4.0    4    2    2    0    4   0   0   0    20   .250   0   4    
TOTAL...  2.43   8-1    50   1   0   0/1    14   66.2   44   24   18   22   94   6   0   6          .183   3  12    
 

• Leads staff in low opp. batting avg. (.250), batting with runners on (.167) and low walk avg. (0.0), also 2nd in batting by 
RH hitters (.273) and Ks per 9 IP (9.0), 3rd in ERA (4.50), 4th in opp. batting by LH hitters (.200) and with 2 outs (.167).  
• Ranks 1st in ND history with 12.69 Ks per 9 IP, 5.94 hits per 9 IP and 4.27 K-to-walk ratio, also 2nd with 2.43 career 
ERA and 3rd with 14 saves,  
• Picked up win vs. Florida A&M (4-3; 0.2 IP, pickoff, popup) before saving 4-2 win over UCF (1.2 IP, H, HBP, 3 Ks). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

MIKE DURY (LHP, So. … Indianapolis, IN) 
Year       ERA   W-L   App  GS  CG SHO/CBO  SV     IP    H    R   ER   BB   SO  2B  3B  HR    BF  B/Avg  WP HBP  
2004....  1.88   2-0    11   0   0   0/0     0   14.1   14    4    3    4   10   1   0   2     0   .255   3   0    
2005....  0.00   0-0     2   0   0   0/0     0    1.1    1    0    0    2    0   0   0   0     7   .200   0   0    
TOTAL...  1.72   2-0    13   0   0   0/0     0   15.2   15    4    3    6   10   1   0   2         .250   3   0    
 

• Pitched in 4-2 win at UCF (0.1 IP, H) and in 13-5 loss to Texas A&M (IP, 2 BB). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

DAVID GRUENER (LHP, Fr. … Gig Harbor, WA) 
Year       ERA   W-L   App  GS  CG SHO/CBO  SV     IP    H    R   ER   BB   SO  2B  3B  HR    BF  B/Avg  WP HBP  
2005....  8.00   0-1     4   0   0   0/0     1    9.0   14    9    8    3    5   2   1   0    44   .350   0   0    
 

• Has yet to allow a hit by a lefthanded batter (0-for-5) or with 2 outs (0-for-6) … also 2nd on team in low walk avg. (2.4 
BB/9 IP), 3rd in overall opp. batting (.290), strikeouts (5), Ks per 9 IP (5.9) and batting with runners on (.263), 4th in 
innings (7.2) and low hits per 9 IP (10.6), and 5th in groundout/flyout ratio (1.3) and GOs per 9 IP (10.6). 
• Saved opener vs. Florida A&M (18-3; 4 IP, 5 H, 2 R/ER, BB, 3 Ks) before pitching in 10-2 win at Dayton (2 IP, H, BB, 2 
Ks) and suffering loss in 11-10 game vs. Flyers (1.2 IP, 3 H, 3 R) … also pitched in 10-5 loss to Texas State (1.1 IP, 5 H, 
4 R, BB). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
DAN KAPALA (RHP, Fr. … Royal Oak, MI) 
Year       ERA   W-L   App  GS  CG SHO/CBO  SV     IP    H    R   ER   BB   SO  2B  3B  HR    BF  B/Avg  WP HBP  
2004....  2.70   2-1    28   0   0   0/1     1   40.0   37   14   12   16   40   6   1   4     0   .248   4   4    
2005....  4.91   0-0     4   0   0   0/0     0    3.2    7    2    2    1    0   1   0   1    19   .438   0   1    
TOTAL...  2.89   2-1    32   0   0   0/1     1   43.2   44   16   14   17   40   7   1   5    19   .267   4   5    
 

• Has yet to allow a hit by a lefthanded hitter (0-for-4) … ranks 3rd on staff in low walk avg. (2.5 BB/9 IP). 
• Pitched in 4-2 win at UCF (1.2 IP, 3 H, R, BB), 10-2 win over Dayton (IP, H), 11-10 loss to Flyers (0.1 IP, 2 H, R) and 13-
5 loss to Texas A&M (0.2 IP, H). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

WADE KORPI (LHP, Fr. … Lake Worth, FL) 
Year       ERA   W-L   App  GS  CG SHO/CBO  SV     IP    H    R   ER   BB   SO  2B  3B  HR    BF  B/Avg  WP HBP  
2005....  3.21   0-0     4   1   0   0/0     0   14.0   15    7    5   11   10   3   0   0    66   .300   0   1    
 

• Ranks 2nd on staff in ERA (2.89), innings (9.1) and groundout/flyout ratio (2.0), also 3rd in strikeouts (5), low hit avg. 
(9.6/9 IP), 4th in groundouts (11.6/9 IP) and 5th in leadoff on-base pct. (.556), opp. 2-out batting (.200) and Ks/9 IP (4.8). 
• Had no-decision as starter vs. Florida A&M (4-3; 5.1 IP, 7 H, 3 R/2 ER, 5 BB, 3 Ks) … pitched in relief during 13-9 (2 IP, 
BB, K) and  11-10 (2 IP, 3 H, 2 R/ER, 2 BB, K) losses to Dayton, also 10-5 loss to Texas St. (4.2 IP, 5 H, 2 R, 3 BB, 5 K). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

DERIK OLVEY (RHP, So. … Pelham, AL)  
Year       ERA   W-L   App  GS  CG SHO/CBO  SV     IP    H    R   ER   BB   SO  2B  3B  HR    BF  B/Avg  WP HBP  
2004....  3.52   1-0     4   2   0   0/0     0   15.1   14    7    6    3    7   3   0   0     0   .241   1   2    
2005....  7.04   0-1     3   0   0   0/0     0    7.2   13    6    6    5    5   3   0   0    38   .406   0   1    
TOTAL...  4.70   1-1     7   2   0   0/0     0   23.0   27   13   12    8   12   6   0   0         .300   1   3    
 

• Ranks 3rd on staff in strikeouts (5), Ks per 9 IP (5.9), opp. leadoff on-base pct. (.500) and opp. batting by RH hitters 
(.278), also 4th in opp. batting with runners on (.286) and groundout/flyout ratio (1.3) and 5th in ERA (4.70).. 
• Missed most of ’04 season due to tendonitis, making return in 2-1 loss at UCF (3 IP, 4 H, R, BB, K) … also pitched in 13-
9 loss vs. Dayton (3.2 IP, 7 H, 3 R, 3 BB, 4 Ks) and 13-5 loss vs. Texas A&M (IP, 2 H, 2 R, BB, HB). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

JESS STEWART (RHP, So. … Manassas, VA) 
Year       ERA   W-L   App  GS  CG SHO/CBO  SV     IP    H    R   ER   BB   SO  2B  3B  HR    BF  B/Avg  WP HBP  
2004....  3.38   7-1    12   8   0   0/0     0   40.0   41   25   15    8   20   6   1   3     0   .270   1  11    
2005....  2.35   1-0     2   2   0   0/0     0    7.2    8    3    2    4    2   0   0   0    38   .267   0   3    
TOTAL...  3.21   8-1    14  10   0   0/0     0   47.2   49   28   17   12   22   6   1   3    38   .269   1  14    
 

• Leads staff in ERA (2.35) and opp. batting by RH hitters (.250), also 2nd in overall opp. batting (.267), leadoff on-base 
pct. (.444), batting with runners on (.188), groundouts per 9 IP (12.9) and low hits per 9 IP (9.4), 3rd in opp. 2-out batting 
(.125), 4th in groundouts (11) and innings (7.2) and 5th in opp. LH batting (.286). 
• Posted 4-2 win at UCF (5.1 IP, 5 H, UER, 3 BB, K) before pitching in 11-10 loss to Dayton (2.1 IP, 3 H, 2 R, BB, K). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

JOEY WILLIAMSON (RHP, Fr. … Lantana, FL) 
Year       ERA   W-L   App  GS  CG SHO/CBO  SV     IP    H    R   ER   BB   SO  2B  3B  HR    BF  B/Avg  WP HBP  
2005....  4.50   0-1     3   0   0   0/0     0    6.0   10    8    3    6    7   1   2   0    37   .357   1   1    
 

• Leads staff in strikeouts (7), Ks per 9 IP (10.5) and groundout/flyout ratio (2.7), also ranking 3rd in ERA (4.50), 
groundouts per 9 IP (12.0) and batting by LH hitters (.143) … averaging 22.5 outs per 9 IP via Ks or GOs. 
• Helped hold game before Irish rallied for 4-3 win over Florida A&M (3 IP, 2 H, 2 BB, 2 Ks) … suffered 11-10 loss to 
Dayton, in 11 innings (2.1 IP, 5 H, 6 R/1 ER, 3 BB, 4 Ks) ... pitched in 13-5 loss vs. Texsa A&M (0.2 IP, 3 H, 2 R, BB< K). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOTRE DAME BASEBALL 2005 ROSTER (as of Feb. 23) 
 
No. Name Yr. Pos. Ht. Wt. B-T Birthdate Hometown (Previous School)   
 2 Brett Lilley Fr. 2B 5-7 165 L-R 7/30/85 North Canton, OH (Hoover HS) 

 3 Tony Langford Fr. RHP/IF 5-11 175 R-R 8/17/85 Ft. Worth, TX (Ft. Worth Country Day HS) 

 4 Greg Lopez** (C) Jr. SS 6-0 190 R-R 1/18/84 Upper Arlington, OH (Upper Arlington HS)  

 5 Eddie Smith Jr. IF 5-11 165 L-R 2/8/84 Olympia, WA (North Thurston HS) 

 6 Danny Dressman* So. OF 5-9 180 L-L 12/12/84 San Jose, CA (Archbishop Mitty HS) 

 7 Ross Brezovsky Fr. 3B 5-10 170 L-R 8/26/85 Naples, FL (Collier HS)    

 9 Craig Cooper** Jr. OF/1B 6-2 220 R-L 10/27/84 Plainview, NY (Chaminade HS) 

 11 Sean Gaston* So. C 6-0 185 L-R 2/12/85 Brownsburg, IN (Brownsburg HS) 

 12 Matt Bransfield** Jr. DH/C/1B 6-1 205 R-R 10/9/83 Englewood, CO (Cherry Creek HS)   

 13 Wade Korpi Fr. LHP 5-10 190 R-L 3/10/86 Lake Worth, FL (Santaluces HS) 

 14 Matt Edwards*** Sr. 1B/3B 6-2 195 R-R 3/16/83 Mechanicsville, VA (Lee-Davis HS) 

 16 Alex Nettey** Jr. OF 6-1 200 R-R 11/30/83 Dolton, IL (Thornridge HS)    

 17 Cody Rizzo** (C) Jr. OF 6-1 200 R-R 1/17/84 Temecula, CA (Chaparral HS) 

 18 Brent Weiss** Sr. DH 6-1 190 R-R 7/25/82 Cockeysville, MD (St. Paul’s HS) 

 20 Derik Olvey* So. RHP 6-2 205 R-R 10/27/84 Pelham, AL (Pelham HS)    

 22 Dan Kapala* So. RHP 6-5 225 R-R 9/6/85 Royal Oak, MI (Shrine Catholic HS) 

 25 Nick Mainieri* Jr. C 5-11 180 R-R 11/25/83 South Bend, IN (St. Joseph’s HS) 

 29 David Gruener Fr. LHP 6-2 210 L-L 9/21/85 Gig Harbor, WA (Life Christian Academy)  

 30 Tom Thornton** Jr. LHP 6-6 220 L-L 7/20/82 Middleboro, MA (Middleboro HS) 

 32 Jess Stewart* So. RHP 6-3 215 R-R 2/6/85 Manassas, VA (Osbourn City HS) 

 33 Scott Bickford Sr. LHP 6-5 170 R-L 1/6/83 Owings, MD (Northern HS)    

 34 Jeff Manship So. RHP 6-1 195 R-R 1/16/85 San Antonio, TX (Reagan HS) 

 36 Steve Andres** Jr. LF/C 5-10 220 L-R 4/14/84 Napa, CA (Justin Siena HS) 

 38 Tyler Jones** (C) Sr. RHP 6-4 210 R-R 10/14/82 Arlington, TX (James Martin HS)   

 44 Mike Dury* So. LHP/1B 6-5 230 S-R 9/19/84 Indianapolis, IN (Bishop Chatard HS) 

 45 Jeff Samardzija* So. RHP 6-5 215 R-R 1/23/85 Valparaiso, IN (Valparaiso HS) 

 47 Ryan Doherty** Jr. RHP 7-1 255 R-R 2/2/84 Toms River, NJ (Toms River East HS)  

 49 John Axford** (C) Sr. RHP 6-6 190 R-R 4/1/83 Port Dover, Ontario (Assumption Coll. HS)  

 51 Joey Williamson Fr. RHP 6-1 190 R-R 1/28/86 Lantana, FL (Santaluces HS)  

 
 
* – monograms won        (C) – captains 
 
Head Coach: # 1 Paul Mainieri (St. Thomas '82, 11th season at Notre Dame)  
Assistant Coaches: #19 David Grewe (Dayton ’98), #26 Terry Rooney (Radford ‘96)  
Volunteer Assistant: #28 John Gumpf (Cal State San Bernadino ’97) 
 
Pronunciation Guide 
Steve ANN-drees   Ross Bruh-ZOV-ski   Mike DURR-ee    
Sean GAS-tun    David GREW-ee   David GREW-nurr 
Wade CORE-pee   DEREK OHL-vee   Dan Kuh-PELL-uh   
Nick and Paul Muh-NAIR-ee  Jeff Suh-MARR-zhuh 
 


