
down, bringing the score to 31 - 24. 
The Seminoles then attempted an on-side 

kick that was recovered by junior 
cornerback Shawn Wooden. But the Irish 
were stopped after four plays when they 

. were unable to get a fIrst down. J arrelllined 
up fora punt at the Seminole42, but the kick 
was partially blocked and downed at the 
Florida State 37. 

W ith just 51 seconds remaining, on the 
third play of the drive, Ward rock

eted a pass to McCorvey for an 18 yard gain 
before sophomore cornerback Bobby Tay
lor took him down. On the next play Ward 
again nailed McCorvey for 18 yards, bring
ing the Seminoles to the Irish 14. Ward's 
next pass didn't even make it past the line of 
scrimmage because Knight batted the ball 
down. With three seconds left on the clock, 
the Seminoles had one last chance to get the 
ball into the end zone. Ward was flushed 
out of the pocket and he threw the ball into 
the end zone where Wooden batted it down.' 
As the ball plummeted to the grounds so did 
the Seminoles' hopes of staying number 
one. Notre Dame was victor with a fInal 
score of 31 - 24. 
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Junior right guard Ryan Leahy clears a path for junior fullback Ray Zellars. 

Florida State learned its lesson. 
. "They didn't know what Notre Dame was 

about, and after being here I hope they do," 
said Jeff Burris. 

"To me the mystique of Notre Dame is 
faith in belief," said Holtz. "The biggest 

problem with this team, I thought, was get
ting them to believe." 

But the Irish did believe on November 13, 
and the mystique of Notre Dame, with its 
tradition .of upsetting higher ranked teams, 
proved unstoppable for the Seminoles. 0 
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BOSTON COLLEGE 

FALL OF THE MIGHTY 
Boston College won 41-39 with a last-second field goal, 

ending Notre Dame's dream of an undefeated season 

by Warren Junium 

November 20, Notre Dame -

Notre Dame Stadium stood empty. 
. The events of this hal-

lowed ground are over, but the 
memories will remain with ev
ery person who witnessed this 
incredible football game. This 
day the Notre Dame dream sea
son was shattered by an upstart 
football team from Chestnut 
Hill, Massachusetts, that came 
to South Bend for revenge. The 
Boston College Eagles got their 
wish and left the stadium on a 
wave of jubilation after trounc
ing a previously unbeaten Fight
ing Irish team. 

fIrst Irish drive with three carries and set up 
the Irish for a field goal attempt, but disaster 
struck. On the field goal attempt, the Eagles 
broke through the line, blocked the kick and 
Stephen Boyd returned the ball to the Irish 
15 before he was surrounded by Notre Dame 

Lake Dawson. The Irish offense folded 
when McDougal fumbled as he was sacked 
and Boston College took over the ball on its 
own 30 yard line. 

Senior quarterback Glenn Foley showed 
the Irish fans that the Boston College pass

ing game would not be 
stopped by the highly touted 
Notre Dame defense. He was 
five-for-eight in passing 
completions and threw two 
bombs that broke the Irish 
pass defense. The first was 
from the Irish 49 yard line, 
when Foley connected with 
junior split end Clarence Can
non, and on a dump to senior 

,~~m flanker Keith Miller in the 
middle, which set up the 
Eagles first touchdown. With 
3:37 remaining in the first 
quarter, Foley drilled the ball 
over the middle to senior 
flanker Ivan Boyd in the end 
zone for a touchdown and 10-
o Eagles lead. 

"Thisisabiggame. Weknew 
they were number one. We tried 
to forget last year, but it's hard to 
do. Last year, we didn't come to 
play. This year, we thought we 
could win," said Boston College 
junior linebacker StephenBoyd. 

T he Irish were in trouble 
from the start of the game. 

The Eagles received from ftfth

T he Irish were not going to 
let the Eagles run away 

with game. McDougal and 
his offense started out with the 

Senior outside tackle Todd Norman holds off a Boston College 
defender to clear the path of junior fullback Ray Zellars, who 
had 80 yards against the Eagles. 

ball early in the second quarter 
and went with the air attack. On his first toss, 
McDougal hit senior split end Clint] ohnson 
with a streaking pass for a gain of 15 yards. 
McDougal also hit sophomore split end Der
rick Mayes with a big gainer. The big play 
of this drive, though, was a double fake by 
McDougal. He aired the ball out for a 29 
yard pass to junior fullback Ray Zellars that 
put'him in the end zone for Notre Dame's 
first score of the afternoon, bringing the Irish 
to within three of the Eagles. 

year senior kicker Kevin Pendergast and 
fumbled twice on the return, butNotreDame 
could not capitalize on the turnover. Boston 
College moved the ball well against the Irish 
defense in its first drive. Notre Dame 
stopped the Eagles on a fourth and six play 
when sophomore cornerback Bobby Taylor 
tackled freshman back Mark Hartsell to pre
vent him from gaining the first down. The 
Irish took over the ball on their own 46. 

Freshman tailback R,andy Kinder led the 
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defenders. 
Boston College took over the ball at the 

Irish 15. It appeared the Eagles would waltz 
into the end zone, but the Irish defense stOod 
strong and forced Boston College to settle 
for the field goal by the unexpected hero of 
the game, senior kicker David Gordon. This 
put the Eagles up, 3-0. 

Irish possessions opened up with a 20 yard 
pass by. senior quarterback Kevin 
McDougal to Notre Dame senior flanker 
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with six carries 
that added to his 
fourth consecu
tive 100 yard 
rushing day. 
Boston College 
went into the 
locker room at 
the half up by 13 
on Foley's loop 
pass to Mitchell 
for the touch
down. 

Notre Dame 
was not able to 
gain control as 
the Irish of
fense, in for 
three downs 

Sophomore free safety Brian Magee closes In on junior tight end 
Pete Mitchell. Mitchell received 13 passes totaling 132 yards 
against the Irish •. 

and out, gave 
the ball back to the Eagles once again. This 
time, though, BostOn College didn 'thave far 
to score another touchdown. The Boston 
College offense· ran through the faltering 
Irish defense to score for a 31-14 advantage. 

On the kickoff Boston College surprised 
the Irish with an onside kick that slipped into 
the Eagles talons on the Irish 48. The Irish 
stopped Boston College short of the end 

zone, and Gordon missed the field goal, 
wide left. 

The Irish took over the ball on their own 
23. McDougal relied on Mayes to keep this 
drive going. Mayes had three receptions 
over. 16 yards in this drive, but the Irish could 
not cash in on Mayes' receptions, so they 
had to settle on a field goal that brought them 
within two touchdowns of the Eagles. 

To open the fourth quarter, Boston Col
lege further hurt Notre Dame by scoring 
another touchdown. On a play-action fake, 
Foley threw to a wide open Mitchell in the 
right comer of the end zone for the touch
down, giving the Eagles a 38-17 lead. Could 
the Irish come back from this deficit? 

With 10:59 remaining in the game, Notre 
Dame took over the ball on its own 43, and 
McDougal immediately went to the air at
tack. He connected with Mayes fora 22 yard 
gain, and this set up a run by Becton. On a 
slant right, Becton broke free from two Bos
ton College tacklers and ran 29 yards for the 
Irish touchdown. Notre Dame Head Coach 
Lou Holtz gave the nod for the two-point 
conversion attempt. Becton took the ball in 
for two, bringing the Irish to within 13. 

On Boston College's next possession, 
Foley fumbled the snap from the center deep 

Boston College's next possessionillus
tIated the control and caliber of the offense. 
"They had great execution. They have a 
. great offense, and Glenn Foley is one of the 
best quarterbacks in the nation," said Notre 
Dame senior safety Jeff Burris. Foley 
proved that he can pass with the best and also 
intimidate one of the best defenses in the 
country. On a tailback to quarterback pitch, 
Foley was surrounded by Irish tacklers, 
but, with some intimidation on his part, 
he was able to stop them short and air out . 
a 16 yardpass to junior tight end pete 

The Irish defense had a difficult time stopping the powerful Eagles' offense, 
which accumulated 477 total yards. 

Mitchell. Foley then showed his 
passing prowess with a 36 yard pass to 
Ivan Boyd deep in the end zone for the 
Eagles touchdown and a 17-7 lead. 

Notre Dame coritinued the scoring 
tIade-off on its next drive. The drive 
was marred by ineffective pasing, but a 
bright spot came when junior tailback 
Lee Becton carried the ball. He had two 
crucial carries but the team received a 
15 yard penalty. A pitch from 
McDougal ended with a gain of 12 
yards. Even with the stuttering offense, 
the Irish did put the ball in the end zone, 
bringing them back within three of 
Boston College. 

The Eagles continued to soar as they 
ended the half w~tha one man rushing 
show. Darnell Campbell, Boston 
College's senior fullback, led this drive 
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in Eagle territory, and senior tackle Jim 
Flanigan recovered the ball, giving the Irish 
. the chance to score again. They did so with 
a mix of rushing and passing. This time, 
Zellars graced the end zone for the Irish, 
bring them within six with 3:55 remaining. 

Intense defense shut down the previously 
unstoppable Boston College offense, and 
this forced them to punt with 2:51 remaining 
in the game. 

Notre Dame opened what appeared to be 
the fmal drive of the game with one of the 
most spectacular receptions of the year. On 
a play-action fake, McDougal threw deep 
down the middle for Mayes, who was blan
keted by Boston College defenders, but he 
made the catch landing flat on his back at the 
Eagles 20 yard line. 

With 2:27 remaining in the game Notre 
Dame had four opportunities to reach the 
end zone, but the fIrst three fell short of their 
goal. On fourth and four after a play-action 
fake, McDougal P,assed to the very back of 
the end zone. Dawson reached out and 
grabbed the ball, taking the Irish to their fIrst 

"It was a great 
college football 
game, with lots 
of excitement .... 
I'm very happy, 

but humble." 

- Tom Coughlin 

lead of the game, 39-38. 
"We didn't quit, and that's why I'm glad 

to be on a team like this. Once we scored, I 
thought we had it, but I did realize that there 
was a minute left, and Foley had been doing 
a great job," said McDougal. 

But the game was not over. With 1:01 
remaining on the clock after the kickoff, the 
Eagles took over on their own 25. Foley ran 

the offense that worked well for him 
throughout the day: the pass. On the second 
play of the drive, Foley let a rocket go, right 
at Notre Dame senior defenders Pete 
Bercich and Jeff Burris, but it squeaked 
through their fingertips and fell to the turf. 
Foley returned the pass, setting up a final 
field goal for the Eagles. 

"I knew that I could make the kick, and I 
did - all that mattered was that it went 
through [the uprights]," said Gordon. The 
Irish football season ended, 41-39. 

"It was a great college football game, with 
lots of excitement. All we ask for is effort 
and we got it. I'm very happy, but humble," 
said Boston College Head Coach Tom 
Coughlin after the game. 

"I am very proud of our team. This was 
one of the great comebacks that I have been 
associated with. Our players hung in there," 
said coach Holtz. ''To be down so far and 
then come back and then for them [Boston 
College] to come down and kick a field goal, 
it's heart-breaking." 0 
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and out, gave 
the ball back to the Eagles once again. This 
time, though, BostOn College didn 'thave far 
to score another touchdown. The Boston 
College offense· ran through the faltering 
Irish defense to score for a 31-14 advantage. 

On the kickoff Boston College surprised 
the Irish with an onside kick that slipped into 
the Eagles talons on the Irish 48. The Irish 
stopped Boston College short of the end 

zone, and Gordon missed the field goal, 
wide left. 

The Irish took over the ball on their own 
23. McDougal relied on Mayes to keep this 
drive going. Mayes had three receptions 
over. 16 yards in this drive, but the Irish could 
not cash in on Mayes' receptions, so they 
had to settle on a field goal that brought them 
within two touchdowns of the Eagles. 

To open the fourth quarter, Boston Col
lege further hurt Notre Dame by scoring 
another touchdown. On a play-action fake, 
Foley threw to a wide open Mitchell in the 
right comer of the end zone for the touch
down, giving the Eagles a 38-17 lead. Could 
the Irish come back from this deficit? 

With 10:59 remaining in the game, Notre 
Dame took over the ball on its own 43, and 
McDougal immediately went to the air at
tack. He connected with Mayes fora 22 yard 
gain, and this set up a run by Becton. On a 
slant right, Becton broke free from two Bos
ton College tacklers and ran 29 yards for the 
Irish touchdown. Notre Dame Head Coach 
Lou Holtz gave the nod for the two-point 
conversion attempt. Becton took the ball in 
for two, bringing the Irish to within 13. 

On Boston College's next possession, 
Foley fumbled the snap from the center deep 

Boston College's next possessionillus
tIated the control and caliber of the offense. 
"They had great execution. They have a 
. great offense, and Glenn Foley is one of the 
best quarterbacks in the nation," said Notre 
Dame senior safety Jeff Burris. Foley 
proved that he can pass with the best and also 
intimidate one of the best defenses in the 
country. On a tailback to quarterback pitch, 
Foley was surrounded by Irish tacklers, 
but, with some intimidation on his part, 
he was able to stop them short and air out . 
a 16 yardpass to junior tight end pete 

The Irish defense had a difficult time stopping the powerful Eagles' offense, 
which accumulated 477 total yards. 

Mitchell. Foley then showed his 
passing prowess with a 36 yard pass to 
Ivan Boyd deep in the end zone for the 
Eagles touchdown and a 17-7 lead. 

Notre Dame coritinued the scoring 
tIade-off on its next drive. The drive 
was marred by ineffective pasing, but a 
bright spot came when junior tailback 
Lee Becton carried the ball. He had two 
crucial carries but the team received a 
15 yard penalty. A pitch from 
McDougal ended with a gain of 12 
yards. Even with the stuttering offense, 
the Irish did put the ball in the end zone, 
bringing them back within three of 
Boston College. 

The Eagles continued to soar as they 
ended the half w~tha one man rushing 
show. Darnell Campbell, Boston 
College's senior fullback, led this drive 
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in Eagle territory, and senior tackle Jim 
Flanigan recovered the ball, giving the Irish 
. the chance to score again. They did so with 
a mix of rushing and passing. This time, 
Zellars graced the end zone for the Irish, 
bring them within six with 3:55 remaining. 

Intense defense shut down the previously 
unstoppable Boston College offense, and 
this forced them to punt with 2:51 remaining 
in the game. 

Notre Dame opened what appeared to be 
the fmal drive of the game with one of the 
most spectacular receptions of the year. On 
a play-action fake, McDougal threw deep 
down the middle for Mayes, who was blan
keted by Boston College defenders, but he 
made the catch landing flat on his back at the 
Eagles 20 yard line. 

With 2:27 remaining in the game Notre 
Dame had four opportunities to reach the 
end zone, but the fIrst three fell short of their 
goal. On fourth and four after a play-action 
fake, McDougal P,assed to the very back of 
the end zone. Dawson reached out and 
grabbed the ball, taking the Irish to their fIrst 
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I'm very happy, 

but humble." 

- Tom Coughlin 

lead of the game, 39-38. 
"We didn't quit, and that's why I'm glad 

to be on a team like this. Once we scored, I 
thought we had it, but I did realize that there 
was a minute left, and Foley had been doing 
a great job," said McDougal. 

But the game was not over. With 1:01 
remaining on the clock after the kickoff, the 
Eagles took over on their own 25. Foley ran 

the offense that worked well for him 
throughout the day: the pass. On the second 
play of the drive, Foley let a rocket go, right 
at Notre Dame senior defenders Pete 
Bercich and Jeff Burris, but it squeaked 
through their fingertips and fell to the turf. 
Foley returned the pass, setting up a final 
field goal for the Eagles. 

"I knew that I could make the kick, and I 
did - all that mattered was that it went 
through [the uprights]," said Gordon. The 
Irish football season ended, 41-39. 

"It was a great college football game, with 
lots of excitement. All we ask for is effort 
and we got it. I'm very happy, but humble," 
said Boston College Head Coach Tom 
Coughlin after the game. 

"I am very proud of our team. This was 
one of the great comebacks that I have been 
associated with. Our players hung in there," 
said coach Holtz. ''To be down so far and 
then come back and then for them [Boston 
College] to come down and kick a field goal, 
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