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Notre Dame handed Pittsburgh a stinging
defeat as the Irish marched
to a 44-0 victory

by Jake Schaller

October 9, Notre Dame —

collective sigh of relief could be heard
from the Notre Dame faithful as the

Irishrolled through the fourth quarter of their.

game with the University of Pittsburgh Pan-
thers. Notre Dame’s performance in the first
half hardly befitted a team ranked number
fourin the nation. When they came outin the
second half, however, the Irish looked un-
beatable, and the second half surge was
enough to give Lou Holtz his fourth largest
victory with the Irish.

* Atthe start of the game the Irish appeared
to be on their way to a performance that
would turn the contest into an embarrass-
ment for Pitt by halftime. The defense sent
the hapless Pitt offense three and out, and
after a punt, the Notre Dame offense took
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over possession at their own 26 yard line.
After starting out with a 22 yard pass from
senior quarterback Kevin McDougal to se-
nior flanker Lake Dawson, the Irish faced a
fourth and one. Coach Lou Holtz appeared
confident by going for the first down on this
play, and again on a fourth and three that
Notre Dame faced four plays later. Junior
running back Lee Becton negotiated the first
fourth down conversion with a seven yard
run. Then junior fullback Ray Zellars
caught a quick dump pass from McDougal,
which he turned into a 14 yard gain. Becton
ended the 74 yard drive with an eight yard

-scamper into the end zone.

The Pitt offense was able to gain ground
plays the next time that it had the ball.

Sophomore quarterback John Ryan threw to -

senior wide receiver Junior Green for a pick-
up of 16 yards, and junior running back
Curtis Martin ran 12 yards for two first

downs. ‘But then the Panthers were penal- -

ized 15 yards on two delay of game penalties
and an illegal procedure call.

(Above)Panther quarterback Pete Gonzalez
rushes to launch a pass as defensive end
Renaldo Wynn closes in. (Left) Junior tailback
Lee Becton breaks a Panther tackle on his way
to the end zone.

FoIlowing‘ another punt from Pitt,
McDougal and the Irish offense began to

" sputter. After driving from their own 19

yard line to the Pitt 35, McDougal overthrew
Becton down the middle and was inter-
cepted by sophomore defensive back David
Sumner.

Ryan did not return at quarterback; fresh-
man Pete Gonzalezreplaced him at the helm.
“We had decided to play Gonzalez this
week, to see what he could do,” said Pitt’s
Head Coach Johnny Majors. It was not an
auspicious start. On his fourth play and first
collegiate throw, Gonzalez tossed an inter-
ception. It was an ill-advised throw in the
left flat toward junior wide receiver Bill
Davis who had his back turned. Senior.
cornerback Greg Lane picked the pass off
and returned it to the Pittsburgh 19 yard line.

Notre Dame took advantage of its field
position. On the first play McDougal
handed off toZellars, whoran up the mlddle,
broke through a tackle and strutted into the
end zone.
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The defense agam stepped up, giving the
és’ offense, withRyan againat quar-.

terback, only three plays before sending
them off the field. The Irish then drove 59
yards to ithe ‘Pitt 28, exclusively on the

ground, wrth freshman tailback Randy

Krnder domg most of the damage. But on
afirst down, McDougal fumbled the snap,
and Pitt recovered '

he Panthers drove to the Notre Dame

S 40 yard line where they faced a fourth

d one. Majorsreinserted Gonzalez, who

v ran a quarterback keeper to the right side, -

where he was stopped by sophomore defen-
sive end Thomas nght for no gain.

, Despne Knight’s fourth down stop, the -

Irish were unable to capitalize, and
McDougal was intercepted again, this time
by senior defensive back: Maurice Will-
jams. Pitt ran two plays for a yard, and the
half ended with Notre Dame up by the not-
so-commanding score of 13-0.

In the second half , junior quarterback
Paul Failla was brought in to lead the Irish.
He moved Notre Dame from theirown 11to
the Pitt 28, but on fourth down and four
Becton was hemmed in for a two yard loss
on an option pitch left.

he defense, then held the Panthers and
forced them to punt. This became the
norm as the defense instituted the “Steel
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Junlor tailback Lee Becton Ieaves the Panther defense In the dust as he rushes
- down the field. Becton had his first 100 yard game agalnst Pitt, racklng up 146

yards in 16 carrles.

Curtain,” holding the Pitt offense to no first -

downs and 11 total yards in the second half.
The defense allowed the Panthers across the
50 yard line only once in the entire game and

allowed Pitt only 122 total yards, notching

their second shut-out of the year.
With Failla in at quarterback, the Irish
drove to first and goal from the Pitt nine,

fueled by a 34 yard run by Becton. But the
Panthers’ defense held, and the Irish had to .

settle for a field goal. Fifth-year senior

kicker Kevin Pendergast booted the 27

yarder and made the score 16-0.
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McDougal retumed when the Insh took

‘the field again, and he took advantage of his
second chance. Becton ran for 35 yards on

this drive, including a terrific 26 yard scam- )
per, and Zellars ran for 20, including an 11-

yard romp for his second touchdown.
“We didn’t do anything on offense that

gave us a prayer or as much ofa chance, )

said MaJors

Notre Dame’s ensuing drive was 86
yards, taking just two plays. Sopho-
more split end Derrick Mayes made up for
two earlier drops with a catch where he
outmaneuvered Pitt’s Williams for the ball
on his way to a 55 yard gain. On the next
play, Kinder received a pitch right and sped
31 yards into the end zone for the first
touchdown of his collegiate career. The run
was successful with the help of a crushing
block thrown by freshman fullback Marc
Edwards that allowed Kmder to turn the
corner.

On the kick-off, Edwards made another
big play, nailing Pitt’s kick returner fresh-

man defensive back Denorse Mosely aftera

16 yard return.

With Paul Failla back under center, the
Irish marched down the field, covering 52
yards in 11 plays, in a drive that featured

Panther defensive back Maurice
Williams tries desperately to hold on to
freshman tailback Randy Kinder.
Kinder had a 31 yard run Into the end
zone for his first touchdown with the -
Fighting Irish.
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‘continue to play a big role on our

freshnian tailback Robert Farmer, senior
fullback Dean Lytle, freshman tailback
Randy Kinder and Edwards all carrying the
ball, with Farmer scoring on a three yard
. i ;

“Kinder, Farmer and Edwards will

team. Lee Becton is fully recovered
and playing very, very well and I also
think we should get the ball to Zellars
more,” said Coach Holtz.

As a running back corps, we are
taking pride in everything we do,”
said Zellars. “We labeled ourselves
‘As Hard As They Come’ at the be-
ginning of the season because there
was a lot of doubt about our backs .
because of the big names that have
been there in the past.”

According to Becton, the number
of backs also helps them to stay fresh
during the game.

“Getting a breather gives you a
chance to get your legsback. Itreally
helps. A lot of people get a lot of playing
time. And I think that it has made our
running game stronger,” Becton said.

‘Whatever the reason, the running backs
more than pulled their weight with 371
yards rushing in the game.

AfterFarmer’stouchdown, the Irish were

up 37-0 and Pitt seemed utterly demoral-
ized. This showed on the Panthers’ next two
plays. On the kickoff, senior wide receiver
- Rod Harpst began a return, but after only
nine yards, sophomore defensive back An-

thony Dorsett ran into him, and both players
tripped and fell to the ground. And the first
play from scrimmage, Gonzalez ran into his
fullback.

“Not including, that is, the punt after the
previous series. Cochran kicked a 35-yarder

Brent Tadser;
Junior flanker Mike Miller deftly maneuvers around

Panther defensive back Denorse Mosley, returning
one of the many Pitt punts of the day.

to the Notre Dame 40 yard line where the

ball was handled by senior Jeff Bums a

safety, goal line running back and now punt

returner. After catching the ball, Burris

sxde-slepped two tacklers before:streaking
up the middle of the field, breaking
Cochran’s shouilder tackle at the
Pitt 30 and continuing into the end
zone for a crowd-electrifying 60
yard return.

It was just a matter of running
through the holes that the other
guys created. They did a great job
blocking and it was just a matter of
taking what they gave me and ev-
erything just happened.” said
Burris. ' ‘

“We were glad to win today, and

_have a winning season. In the first
“half we turned the ball over three
times — that was disappointing.
The second half we dominated the
game,” said Holtz.

The Irish moved to 6-0 on the
season and were elevated to number three in
the polls while Pitt slipped to 1-4. Majors
was impressed with the Irish team that de-
livered the fourth notch in the loss column.

“Notre Dame is an extremely talented
football team, a solid team all around,”

Majors a
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