
Notre Dame Ta~e~ to 
by J. Bradley Keck 

I n this third week of the season, the Irish 
traveled to Michigan State with a lot of 

items on the agenda. Notre Dame had tied 
the week before against the University of 
Michigan, 17-17. Head coach Lou Holtz 
was severely criticized for playing for the 
tie, as the Irish became very conservative 
with the footba:ll as they regained possession 
in the closing seconds. As a result of this and 
their poor play at Northwestern (despite 
scoring a 42-7 victory) Notre Dame fell in 
the polls. This was to be expected, but as an 
added tweak to a frustrated leprechaun's 
nose, the Irish were ranked behind the 
Wolverines. Notre Dame had to regain their 
composure quickly and came to East Lan
sing looking to avenge the previous weeks' 
performances. 

With little in their favor, Notre Dame 
could only pull behind their coach and fight 
the iong battIe to regain some respect. The 
Irish a:lso knew that they needed to get back . 
on the field and play a:lmost flawless footba:ll 
for the rest of the season if they had any hope 
of posturing themse~ves· for a Nationa:l 
Championship bid. Unfortunately for 
Michigan State, this new Irish resolve would 
only hasten their demise. . 
. Holtz knew that there was a lot at stake but 

was not willing to tip his hand as to how the 

Irish would regain the respect that had been 
swept from beneath them the previous week. 
On the FricIay night before the game, Holtz 
took his players through a relaxation and 
visualization session. This type of. drill 
Holtz uses every evening before a game. It 
is an exercise designed to let players lay 
back and see themselves preforming their 
assignments, making tackles and generally 
succeeding on the fIeld. These sessions help 
build confidence, help players to say, "Yes, 
I can play the perfect game," and help them 
to mentally see themselves doing so. 
. The night before the Michigan State 

game, Holtz asked all of the players to vi
sualize the fIrst play of the game. He did not 
tell the players which play to visualize. He 
only asked them to pick any play and see 
themselves executing their particular as
signment on that play perfectly. The results 
were extraordinary. 

The next morning, Holtz approached 
,quarterback Rick Mirer and asked him what 
play he had imagined the previous evening. 

"He said 'Pass 53,''' recaIIed H()ltz .. 
Pass 53 was an interesting choice for 

Mirer. This pass play is centered around a 
deep middle pass rout by the· wide out. The 
play, one of offensive coordinator Skip 
Holtz's favorites, had not been used by the 
Irish since the Southern Cal game last sea
son. Due to Holtz's conservative style of 

allo~~ Mic~i~an ~tate 
football, it seemed the most unlikely of plays 
bugging me to put that sucker back in." 

From that "dream" of a fIrst play onward, 
the Irish would not relent in their use of the 
offensive fll'e-power encapsulated by Pass 
53. In the fll'st quarter alone, Mirer passed 
for a total of 144 yards while completing six 
of his fll'st seven pass attempts. This would 
not be a Saturday for ties. 

The fll'st offensive series for the Irish -
beginning with Pass 53 - ended with a 
touchdown pass from Mirer to Oscar 
McBride. In what would foreshadow 
Mirer's three passing touchdowns in a little 
more than two quarters of work, Notre 
Dame's quarterback pulled within two 
tosses of Joe Theismann's career touch
down mark with the4-yard pass to McBride. 

Mirer's second touchdown in the air came 
at the conclusion of the very next series. 
Again Mirer went to his favorite target of the 
day, Dawson, and found him inlhe end zone 
for a 7-yard scoring strike. Mirer was now 
only one touchdown away from 
Theismann's record. 

The record was a:lmost tied immediately 
in Notre Dame's third possession of the fll'st 
quarter. After overthrowing Dawson on 
fll'st down (Mirer's only incompletion of the 
quarter), the Irish went right back to the air. 
Again the target of Mirer's crosshairs was 
Dawson, and again Mirer's arm was true. 

¥ 

Dawson caught the ball for again of 59 yards 
before being forced out-of-bounds by Spar
tans free safety Todd Murry. 

As many balls as Mirer could throw, 
Dawson was willing to catch against 
Michigan State. On the day the Mirer
Dawson connection teamed up for five 
completions and 126 yards. 

"I hope it's going to be like that in the 
future," Mirer said. "We've seen that 
throwing the ball downfield works, and I 
think that coach has wanted to do it for a long 
time." 

"I love to see our offense work like that," 
echoed Dawson. "It shows we're very ver
satile and can hurt you in a lot of ways." 

Notre Dame didirideed hurt the struggling 
Spartans (3-11 over the last two seasons 
coming into the game) in a number of ways. 
Two plays after Dawson's second big catch, 
Mirer found Clint Johnson for a 23-yard 
gain. Then Lee Becton cruised into the 
end zone for a 4-yard gain and Notre 
Dame's first rushing touchdown of the . 
afternoon. The third touchdown of the 
first quarter for the Irish put the score 
at 21-3 at the close of the stanza. 

A field goal by Michigan State's 
. Jim Del Verne was the only time that 
the Spartans everi got close to the Irish 
end zone in the fll'st quarter. Their 
offense gained only 54 yards, and 
quarterback Jim Miller had one pass 
picked off by Irish secondary star Tom 
Carter. 

Notre Dame's defense was also 
rallying after the return of their captain 
Demetrius DuBose from his two game 
NCAA suspension. DuBose, in his 
fll'st series back in the. Blue and Gold, 
broke up two passes and made one 
tackle. "'\ 

"It felt strange - real-strange," said 
DuBose after the game. "But it also 
felt absolutely great." 
DuBo~e's return was great indeed 

for the Irish defense. He· led the team 
with ten tackles and showed that he 
had not lost the form which had earned 
him a preseason All-American nomi
nation.·· . 

: After Carter's interception, the Irish . 
had control of the ball going into the 
second period. Three plays and 34 
seconds later, Mirer went deep once 

again, this time fmding the other Irish re
ceiverwho had also dreamed of Pass 53, Ray 
G~ggs, for a 39-yard touchdown. This 
touchdown continued Notre Dame's air su
periority over the Spartans, and put Mirer's 
name right beside the legendary Joe 
Theismann 's in the record books for the 
most passing touchdowns in the history of 
Irish football. 

With his career total now at 31 touchdown 
tosses, Mirer was beaming after the game. 

"It was fun out there today," said Mirer. 
It was not only fun for Mirer, but also for 

Holtz, who was uncharacteristically posi
tive after watching his quarterback tie 
Theismann 's record, passing for a total of 
260 yards. 

"Rick Mirer was absolutely brilliant out 
there today," said Holtz. "This was a day 
where we had two and a half quarters of
fensively you won't see very often .... I 

Rick Mlrer launches the Irish air assault. 

would have liked to have run the football 
better; we only threw the ball more because 
we couldn't run the football." 

Along with Mirer's brilliance, some other 
players had some impressive performances. 
Jerome Bettis had 76 yards on 14 carries, 
including three plays totaling 23 yards to 
close the fIrst quarter. Griggs had three 
catches for a total of 78 yards, including the 
39-yard touchdown grab. Craig Hentrich 
also kicked a 26-yard fIeld goal on the only 
possession of the fIrst half in which the Irish 
did not fInd the end zone. 

One other exceptional performance on the 
day came from Lee Becton. Becton had the 
one early rushing touchdown and a total of 
34 yards on 9 carries. However, Becton's 
biggest play came just after Michigan State 
scored their fIrst touchdown of the game, 
late in the second quarter. With just under 
three minutes to go in the half, Miller hit 

Spartan fullback Tony Rollin for a 1-
yard touchdown pass. Then, on the 
ensuing kickoff, Becton caught the 
ball on the 22-yard line, strealced 
across the fIeld to theleft sideline and 
blazed 78 yards for a touchdown. This 
was the fIrst time a Notre Dame player 
had returned a kickoff for six points 
since Clint Johnson did it against 
Hawaii last year. Becton's effort 
brought the scoring total to 38-10 at 
the close of the fIrst half. . 

At the beginning of the second 
half, the Irish forced Michigan Statetp 
punt on its fIrst two possessions, kill
ing any hopes for an early Spartan 

. comeback. On their fIrst series of the 
half, the Irish defense held Michigan 
State on a crucial third-and-two, when 
Germaine Holden hit Scott Green in 
the backfIeld for a I-yard loss. 

Irish offense began to sputter for 
the fIrst time in the game after scoring 
on their fll'st six possessions; they 
were forced to punt. The Irish defense 
again stifled Michigan State's attack: 
On this Spartan possession of only 
five plays, John Covington had two 
tackles and Bryant Young sacked 
Miller for a 9-yard loss. 

On the day, however, the Irish d~
fense did give up 483 yards and al
lowed Michigan State's star running 
back Tieo Duckett to amass 94 yards 
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on 14 carries. 
"I don't think we played well defensively. 

I really don't," said Holtz after the game. 
If just the statistics of the contest were 

looked at, that would appear to be the case. 
In reality, the Irish second-team defense 

, gave up 21 points and 218 yards late in the 
third and throughout the fourth quarter. 
While Michigan S tate remained with its first 
team to avoid embarrassment, Duckett 
amassed 32 of his total yards and a touch
down. In spite of these facts Holtz was no 
less furious over his team's defensive play. 

Michigan State coach George Perles was 
relieved that Holtz called off his first string 
defensive dogs and pulled Mirer early in the 
third quarter.' His team was no match for the 
Irish even if Notre Dame was playing poorly 
on the other side of the ball. 

"The score could have been worse," said 
Perles. "Lou was a gentleman today. He 
could have probably tacked on more. 
They're an outstanding team." 
','The final two scores by the Irish came in 

the third quarter. Fir~t, Brooks galloped siX: 
yards to put the score at 45-10. And then, 
3:52 after the Irish stopped Michigan State's 
next drive, Notre Dame's second-string 

quarterback, Kevin McDougal, found fresh
man phenomenon Derrick Mayes for a 38-
yard touchdown pass that Mayes grabbed 
with grace despite getting only one overex
tended hand on the ball in the back of the end 
zone. 

After losing to Notre Dame for the sixth 
time in arow and dropping its second contest 
in as many year~ to the lowly Central Michi

downs against the Irish defensivereserves, 
the game was a disaster for Michigan State 
from start to finish. 
"This kind of embarrassment is not some

thing you want to face week in and week 
out," lamented Michigan State cornerback 
Myron Bell. Bell was just one of the defen
sive backs beaten deep on the first play from 
scrimmage, Pass 53. 0 

gan Chippewas 
the week before, 
the Michigan 
State players 
were extremely 
disheartened by 
the 52-31 loss. 
The Spartan of
fense failed to 
produce points 
against the Irish 
first-team de
fense, and, its 
own defense was 
peppered by 
Mirer's record
setting passing 
game. Except for 
the three touch-

Notre Dame sat on Michigan State's Tlco Duckett (35) all day, 
but he stili managed to gain 94 yards on the ground. 
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DuBose, McDonald and company took it upon themselves to shut, 
out the upstart crew/rom Purdue 

by Nik Mathews 

I t had been a long day for the Boiler
maker offense. . 

Purdue had managed to gain only 226 
total yards on the Notre Dame defense. 
Moreover"o()th of its quarterbacks, Eric 
Hunter and Matt Pike, had been lim
ited to a combined 124 yards through 
the air. The Boilermaker rushing at
tack, led by the heralded Jeff Hill, 
who gained only 19 yards on 13 car
ries, had been completely squashed. 

The scoreboard, which read 42-0, 
indicated exactly how dismal and un
productive the Boilermakers' nation
ally televised, afternoon in college 
football's mecca had been. As they 
marched down the field with under 
six minutes remaining, Purdue was 
well aware that the game was out.or 
reach. What they were struggling for 
then, however,. was a little respect 
But the Notre Dame defense was on 
its own mission forrespect. 

Ranked 96th nation'ally out of 107 
,Division I-A teams in total defense as 
. a result of surrendering 423 yards per " 
game, the motivated defensive unit 
had manhandled Purdue's offense all 

so hard, getting the shutout was principal." 
When Purdue quarterback Matt Pike mis

handled the second down snap, he conceded 
the victory in the battle for respect to the 
Irish. Although the fumble recovery by 

, Brian Hamilton that preserved the shutout 
meant nothing for the outcome of the game, 

"This game will go a long way in helping our 
defense believe in itself." 

While the Irish defense stopped the Boil
ermaker offensive attack, the Purdue de
fense was unable to stop Notre Dame. Nei
ther team was able to sustain a successful 
passing game. With torrential downpours, 

the quarterbacks had a difficult time 
holding onto the ball. But the rain did 
not stifle the Notre Dame ground at
tack. When senior quarterba~k Rick 
Mirer could not hold onto the ball, he 
only completed 6 passes out of 16 
attempts, the Irish changed their strat
egy to a running game. Boilermaker 
quarterbacks Matt Pike and Eric 
Hunter only completed 8 passes out 
of 26 attempts, but neither could get 
the running game moving. 

"It was difficult to throw the ball. I 
talked to Rick Mirer and he agreed. 
We just couldn't get a grip on it," 
remarked Pike. 

afternoon. Ten astounding third 
down stops in 13 tries were particu
larly impressive and encouraging. 

The Boilers, who now threatened 

Spearheaded by senior linebacker Demetrius 
DuBose, Notre Dame's defense swamped Purdue's 

offense on a rain-sodden field •. 

At frrstNotre Dame had a difficult 
time adjusting to the rain factor. The 
Irish only led by a score of 13-0 at 
halftime, due to a series of incomplete 
passes. But the third quarter marked 
a change of pace when the Irish came 
tearing out of the locker room to score 
three touchdowns in just eight min
utes. Tailback Reggie Brooks scored 
two touchdowns, while fullback 
Jerome Bettis was credited with one 

from the Notre Dame I-yard line, stood 
between a good day and an exceptional day 
for. the Irish defense. In the words of de

, fensive end DevonMcDonald, "We worked 

it was imperative for the confidence of the 
once much maligned Irish defensive' unit. 

Defensive lineman Bryant Young ~om
mented on the inspired play of the defense, 

touchdown. 
Bettis summed up the day by saying, "Tt>

day I was the 'other' back. I learned some tips 
from Reggie." 


