
After much time and toil, Scholastic pre
sents its annual Football Review issue. This 
issue of Notre Dame's student magazine 
represents the combined efforts of writers, 
photographers and editors who worked tire
lessly to bring to you an interesting and 
informative recap of the 1992 Fighting Irish 
football season. 

As a senior, the fall of 1992 was my last as 
a Notre Dame student. it was therefore the 
last time that I entered Gate 17 of Notre 
Dame Stadium to sit - or rather to stand
with my classmates arid cheer, cheer for old 
Notre Dame. For me, and I think for most of 
my classmates, the 1992 season was the 
most satisfying out of the four that we spent 
in the shadow of the Golden Dome. 

This year, we witnessed many memorable 
moments. We saw Rick Mirer set school 
passing and scoring records and 'Craig 
Hentrich set school kicking records. We 
saw Reggie Brooks' spectacular run to 
stardom by becoming the first running back 
in Lou Holtz' seven years to rush for over 
1,000 yards in a single season. In short, we . 
saw what was one of the nation's most 
productive offenses net 38.8 points-per
game. But arguably the biggest story was, 
that we saw first-year defensive coordinator 
Rick Minter turn a defense that was down in 
the dumps after a 33-16 loss to Stanford into 
the king of the mountain in a 28-3 Cotton 
Bowl win over Texas A&M. 

Over our four years, we witnessed great 
games. We watched Notre Dame win three 
out of four major bowls and wind up with 
final AP rankings of 2,6, 13 and 4. We 
watched Notre Dame complete the "Decade 
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of Dominance" over Southern Cal. Two 
other games, however, stand out as being 
special. "Notre Dame moments" we call 
them. A 29-20 home win over Miami two 
years ago and a 17-16 home win over Penn 
State this year. We will never forget 
Rocket's 94-yard kickoff return for a 
touchdown against the Hurricanes or 
Mirer's touchdown pass to Bettis and two
point conversion to Brooks with 20 seconds 
to go against the Nittany Lions. These were 
the only two games in our four years after 
which we tried to tear down the goalposts. 
We never did, but we tried. 

We saw it all. We lived it all. We loved 
it all. 

It is the wish of the Scholastic staff that 
this issue will serve as a keepsake of this 
exciting season - not only a keepsake for 
,today as you pull it out of your mailbox, but 
also as a keepsake for tomorrow as you pull 
it off of your bookshelf. 

This issue could not have been presented 
to you without the assistance ofJohn Heisler 
and his staff at Notre Dame Sports Informa
tion, particularly photographer Mike 
Bennett. 

Finally, we dedicate this issue to the late 
Edward "Moose" Krause for his tireless' 
service to Notre Dame athletics. 

Readand enjoy. Editorial comments are 
always welcome'- just drop a note to the 
Scholastic sports department. 

lim Kuser 
Sports Editor 
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. It's off to the races for Regggie Brooks on this 72-yard 
touchdown run. The senior tailback tallied 157 of Notre Dame's 

391 rushing yards against Northwestern. 

Notre Dame blew into tbe Windy City and blew out Northwestern 

by Amanda Clinton 

I rish fans were expecting to blowout the 
Northwestern Wildcats. But the first half 

of this game was. far from easy for Notre 
Dame. 

The Irish had a diffIcult time dealing with 
the wild play-calling of the Wildcats, but 
once Northwestern had exhausted every 
fake punt, reverse and flea-flicker in its 
playbook, Notre Dame had no trouble dis
posing of the pesky Wildcats. 

The scoring began with junior tight end 
Oscar McBride catching a 5-yard touch
down pass. McBride, playing the game with 
his jaw wired shut from an injury acquired 
nine days earlier, scorect his second touch
down of the game on a'similar play in the 
second half. .' j 

The Wildcats tied up the game with 47 
seconds left in the first quarter on a 14-yard 
run by wide receiver Lee Gissendaner. This 
was Northwestern's only touchdown of the 
day. 

In the second quarter, sophomore tailback 
Lee Becton gave the lead back to the Irish 
with a 3-yard touchdown jaunt to cap off an 
86-yard drive. 

As the Notre Dame football team jogged 
off of Soldier Field a:t halftime, it was hard to 
believe the score. The Irish were only 

leading the Wildcats, a team which consis
tently finishes the season in the basement of 
the Big Ten, by a score of 14-7. North
western limited Notre Dame to only three 
offensive possessions in the first half. 

"At the half. it was important for us to 
remember we were ahead. Sometimes a 
team can come in and get down after playing 
like that. We had to remember we were 
leading," stated Holtz. 

Said senior tailback Reggie Brooks, "It 
was frustrating for us in the first half. That's 
where Rick helped. He kept calming us 
down, telling us not to be too over-anxious." 

Mirer can be credited with holding the 
team together, as well as completing 8 of 17 
passes for a total of 165 yards and two 
touchdown passes. 

Despite the slow start in the first half, the 
momentum changed after half time' with the 
help of senior defensive ,end Devon 
McDonald. McDonald became an inspira
tionalleader in the absence of senior line
backer Demitrius Dubose. Dubose suffered 
a two-game suspension for NCAA viola
tions. In addition to being an emotional 
leader for the Notre Dame defense, 
McDonald also tallied seven tackle.s and 
three sacks by the end of the day. 

Stated McDonald, "Those sacks were a 
team effort. We needed something badly at 

the time. Something had to happen." 
While McDonald took over Dubose's 

leadership role, junior linebacker Peter 
Bercich inherited his position at linebacker. 
Bercich finished second on the team in tack
les with eight. 

"I was disappointed with the way I 
played," said Bereich. "It's a new spot. 
Certain situations caught me off guard." 

At halftime Devon McDonald encour
aged his defensive teammates to pick up the 
intensity. 

"We came into the locker room, after the 
coaches got through I asked, 'What's going 
on?' It was time for someone to stand up. 
I'm a senior. It's up to me to make sure we 
get it going," explained McDonald. 

Senior tailback Reggie Brooks also made 
something happen in the second half. De
spite a thigh bruise, he tallied 157 yards on i 
nine carries, one of which was a 72-yard ' 

'touchdown. Brooks also cai:ried on a 45-
. yard run but was taken down by the Wildcats 
before he could reach the endzone. 

.. Brooks answered the questions about 
whether' he would measure up to the high 
standards his brother Tony, now a Philadel
phia Eagle, set while playing for Notre I 
Dame.' ! 

Explained coach Lou Holtz, "I always i 
thought Reggie could be better than Tony.;' ! 

---------- - --- -



Countered Brooks, "Tony always said 
that too. That's just like him, though." 

Holtz not only answered questions about 
the ability of Reggie Brooks, but he also 
discovered who would be his starting 
tailback. 

"I made a comment earlier that we don't 
have anybody proven at 
tailback, but I felt we'd be 
good at tailback. I felt 
Reggie, Willie, Lee Becton 
and] erome·Bettis performed 
well," explained Holtz. 

Brooks, Becton and Clark 
accumulated a total of 224 
yards while junior fullback 
Jerome Bettis amassed a to
tal of 134 yards on 19 carries. 

A Rick Mirer/Mike Miller 
connection changed the pace 
of the game in the second 
half and proved to be a 
turning point for the Irish. 
Mirer launched a 70-yard 
pass to Miller who ran it into 
the endzone for a touch
down. This momentum 
change occurred with 5:47 
left to play in the third quar
ter, when Northwestern was 
only trailing by seven points. 

"I had good protection. 
Northwestern was in man 
coverage," explained Mirer. 
"I just threw it out there and 
let him chase it down." 

to accumulate 408 yards? Many wondered 
whether this was a preview of the defense for 
the season to come or a strategy to let Michi
gan enter the game the following week with 
an overconfident attitude. 

Stated McDonald, "We've got a week to 
prepare. We have to batten it down. We're 

next. 
Said Holtz, "We never made them work 

for alot of passes. That's what's disappoint
ing. But let's give them credit." 

"Defensively it was a 'bend don't break.' 
We can't play that way. We did not respond 
on defense the way we had hoped. We never 

disrupted their rhythm the 
entire game. We just can't 
play that type of football. 
We're kidding ourselves. 
We have to be more aggres
sive," remarked Holtz. 

Said Northwestern head 
coach Gary Barnett, "The 
slogan we established this 
year was 'expect victory.' 
We didn't do that today and 
anything less than that and 
we're not satisfied." 

But Barnett should be 
pleased with the Wildcats' 
ability to contain the Irish 
for as long as they did. 
Barnett attempted to stifle 
the Irish attack by running a 
fake punt which, although 
successful, was not enough 
to counter a powerful Notre 
Dame offense. Wildcat 
quarterback Len Williams, 
who is the short man in the 
punt formation, received 
the snap and tossed the ball 
to his teammate Greg Gill 
. for a 17 -yard gain and a first 
down .. 

Despite a change of pace 
in the second half, where 
the Irish tallied 28 more 
points and did not allow the 

Stated Holtz, "A post pat
tern by Miller with the other 
receiver running an under
route. It was a perfect pass. 
Mike Miller made some 
good things happen out there 
today." 

"Big" Irv Smith (6 feet 4 inches tall and 246 pounds) is eager r Wildcats to score again, 
embrace "Little" Mike Miller (5 feet 7 inches tall and 155 pounds) after Notre Dame did not feel 

Mirer also tried his foot at 
punting. In the role of a "pooch punter," 
Mirer successfully kicked the ball 37 yards 
where the Wildcats were trampled on their 
own 3-yard line. . 

In addition to this new kicking game, 
senior place-kicker and punter Craig 
Heinrich returned to his position after being 
injured during the 1991 Tennessee game. 

While the Irish offense answered ques
tions, the defense left many wondering. 
How could Notre Dame allow Northwestern 

Miller's 70~yard touchdown reception. that it had beaten North-
not playing Northwestern next week. western the way the third best team in the 
Michigan is bigger and stronger, like a pro nation should have. Notre Dame dominated 
team." 

Many also wondered why the Irish al
lowed Wildcat quarterback Len Williams to 
throw for a total of 281 yards when his 
average last season was only 148 yards. 
Notre Dame also allowed Northwestern to 
dominate the beginning of the game by let
ting the Wildcats plow down the field 70 
yards on the first drive and 80 yards on the 

the running game, amassing 391 yards to 
Northwestern's 81 yards, and the Wilcats 
dominated the air, passing for 327 yards and 
holding. the Irish to 170 yards. 

Explained Mirer, "It doesn't feel like we 
beat them 42-7. They played us really 
tough." 

Unfortunately for the Wildcats, it was not 
. tough enough. 0 
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SUBWAY Has A Sandwich 
F or ANY Size Appetite! ! ! 

Light Appetites! 
6 Inch Cold Cut Combo: 

Only $1.491 

Big Appetites! 
6 Foot P 

Over 30 Locations In 
The Michiana Area! 


